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‘The emancipation of the working classes must be conquered by the working classes themselves.” Karl Marx, 1867

‘Plekhanov once said to me about a critic of Marxism (I've forgotten his name): ‘First, let’s stick the convict’s
badge on him, and then after that we’ll examine his case’. And | think that we must ‘stick the convict’s badge’ on
anyone who tries to undermine Marxism, even if we do not go on to examine his case. That’s how every sound
revolutionary should react. When you see a stinking heap of the road you don’t have to poke around in it to see
what it is. Your nose tells you it’s shit, and you give it a wide berth.’ Vladimir Ulyanov, 1900

‘It is possible for a prominent Party worker, the pride of the Party, a comrade who selflessly devoted his whole life
to the cause of the working class, to disappear without trace ... We intend to publish a pamphlet with the
biographies of these workers. Such a pamphlet will be the best answer to all the doubters and deprecators of the
Russian Social-Democratic Labour Party. Such a pamphlet will be the best guide to our young workers, who will
learn from it how every thinking worker should live and conduct himself.’ Vladimir Ulyanov, 1910

‘The generation of worker-Bolsheviks dating from the Iskra period has not only departed from the industrial field
of combat, it has, with some minor exceptions, actually died out.’ Semén Kanatchikov, 1934

Questions from a Worker Who Reads

Who built Thebes of the seven gates?

In the books you will find the name of kings.

Did the kings haul up the lumps of rock?

And Babylon, many times demolished.

Who raised it up so many times? In what houses

Of gold-glittering Lima did the builders live?

Where, the evening that the Wall of China was finished

Did the masons go? Great Rome

Is full of triumphal arches. Who erected them? Over whom
Did the Caesars triumph? Had Byzantium, much praised in song,
Only palaces for its inhabitants? Even in fabled Atlantis
The night the ocean engulfed it

The drowning still bawled for their slaves.

The young Alexander conquered India.

Was he alone?

Caesar beat the Gauls.

Did he not have even a cook with him?

Philip of Spain wept when his armada

Went down. Was he the only one to weep?
Frederick the Second won the Seven Years’ War.
Who else won it?

Every page a victory.

Who cooked the feast for the victors?
Every ten years a great man.

Who paid the bill?

So many reports.
So many questions. Bertolt Brecht, 1935

‘It is often said that ‘the germ of all Stalinism was in Bolshevism at its beginning’. Well, | have no objection. Only,
Bolshevism also contained many other germs, a mass of other germs, and those who lived through the
enthusiasm of the first years of the first victorious socialist revolution ought not to forget it. To judge the living
man by the death germs which the autopsy reveals in the corpse —and which he may have carried in him since his
birth — is that very sensible?’ Victor Serge 1937.
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Preface

Building the Old Bolsheviks is a long overdue attempt to trace the complex and contradictory process of how the
original Bolsheviks were built, and how they were active in their own building, between 1881 and 1903. This book
will challenge haters of the devils Lenin, Stalin and Trotsky, and worshippers at the shrines of saints Vladimir,
Joseb and Lev, and it will seek to offer provisional answers to four questions. Who were the original Bolsheviks?
How did they become revolutionaries? What were their ideas? How did they organise?

Russian revolutionaries were not socially homogeneous. A male intelligent and a female intelligentka almost
always had a secondary, and often a higher education, but many became émigrés. A praktik was a practical
underground worker who often had a primary education, at best, but almost all praktiki, and some intelligenty,
risked their lives by working under dangerous tsarist conditions.

Very few Western European academics have translated any of the surviving full-length auto biographies and
biographies of praktiki, and none of them appear to have had any practical involvement in a revolutionary
organisation, while the microscopic number of writers with any revolutionary experience have just as ‘top down’
a perspective. Proletarian revolutions, by definition, come from ‘below’, but hardly any writers acknowledge that
the thousands of praktiki and hundreds of intelligenty in Russia were often the real leaders for most of the time.

This study is by a retired academic with 25 years’ experience in a revolutionary socialist organisation and
almost twice as much as a trade union activist. | have studied the lives of as many of the original Bolsheviks as |
can, and | have tried not to let the comparatively rich sources for the usual intelligenty suspects dominate my
account. | have not engaged with academic or sectarian squabbles, but since none of the works | have read are
100 percent reliable, | use ‘according to’ and ‘reportedly’ to indicate my misgivings. | include some information
from the internet, for want of anything better, but it comes with the usual health warning.

Hundreds of intelligenty and praktiki will appear in this narrative, sometimes momentarily, and often with the
barest biographical detail, and many will disappear into emigration, prison, deportation or exile, often without
trial. Many survivors will reappear, after they escaped or completed their sentences, and some became active
again, as did some émigrés who returned; but some will disappear. Tsarist prisons were often rife with fatal
diseases, and when the temperature in Siberia reached 30 degrees below zero it burned the lungs, but it could
reach 46 degrees below in Yakutsk, where Jewish ‘state criminals’ (political suspects) were sent, often without
trial. To avoid making the well-known émigré intelligenty dominate this narrative, and avoid the bewildering
multiplicity of klitchki (underground pseudonyms) which can make us forget that they were human beings, this
book uses transliterations of given and family names. It also gives the transliterated titles of books and
periodicals, and the names (and acronyms) of organisations.

The reader does not need a detailed knowledge of Russian geography, history or culture, but this book travels
across the vast empire and much of Western Europe, following the refugees and émigrés who relied on the few
states that would take them in. In this period British law stipulated that ‘fugitives’ should ‘never be surrendered
for extradition if their crimes were of a political character’: the Swiss government resisted deporting foreigners
charged with a political crime; and the French government gave limited sanctuary to political refugees.

The reader does not need to know what Anglophones call Belarussian, Estonian, Finnish, Georgian, German,
Latvian, Lithuanian, Polish, Russian, Ukrainian, Yiddish or any of the 170 or so other languages which were spoken
in the Russian empire. This book accepts the westernised names for the subject nations, but since the tsar sought
to ‘Russify’ the names of their towns and cities, it uses the names favoured by the majority of their inhabitants.
The capital of Suomi (Finland) was Helsinki, not Helsingfors, that of Eesti (Estonia) was Tallinn, not Reval, that of
Latvija (Latvia) was Riga, not Riga, that of Lietuva (Lithuania) was Vilnius, not Vilna, that of Krélestwo Polskie (the
Kingdom of Poland) was Warszawa, not Warsaw, that of Ukrayina (Ukraine) was Kyiv, not Kiev, that of Sakartvelo
(Georgia) was Thilisi, not Tiflis, and that of Azarbaycan (Azerbaijan) was Baki, not Baku.

The Old Style Russian calendar was 12 days behind the western calendar until 1 March 1900, then 13 days
behind until February 1918. This book uses the Russian calendar, but gives both dates where there is potential
confusion, and it gives Russian weights, measures and distances in metric quantities.

| would particularly like to thank Dave Ayre, Einde O’Callaghan, Frank Ellis, lan Birchall, Katy Turton, Paul Baker
and Sebastian Budgen. | have tried to follow Marx’s mottos: ‘ignorance never yet helped anybody’, ‘doubt
everything’ and ‘go your own way, and let people talk’. These are excellent guides, particularly if they are applied
to the few well-known intelligenty; but much information about the original Bolsheviks comes to us via their
subsequent murderers, so we can barely see most of them at the end of the Stalinist Hall of Mirrors.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanization_of_Georgian

The Stalinist Hall of Mirrors

The leaders of today’s Communist Party of the Russian Federation claim that it is a democratic-federalist
organisation, but in reality it is a nationalist and imperialist empire, so the CPRF tries to cover its roots, not least
by failing to release historical documents. Around 700 letters signed by Lenin were first published in 2011,* but up
to 7,000 documents he signed reportedly remain unpublished,? as do many of those written by his wife,
Krupskaya, his sisters Anna and Maria, and many more Old Bolsheviks.® In 2005 422 previously unpublished
documents signed by Lenin were published ;* but Katy Turton, who worked in the party archives in the early
2000’s, recalls that while ‘Almost all the documents | received were complete’, Lenin’s sisters and Krupskaya had
‘exercised careful self-censorship’ long after his death.> Similarly, in the 1990s Tovah Yedlin was unable to see all
the papers of one of the original Bolsheviks’ main financial supporters, Maxim Gorky.®

The CPRF was founded in 1993 and claimed to be the legitimate successor of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union; yet the CPSU had been banned after a failed coup in 1991, during a crisis mainly caused by the
unmanageable internal economic and political consequences of over 40 years of military competition with the
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, led by the USA. The CPSU had recently dissolved the Treaty of Friendship, Co-
operation, and Mutual Assistance (the ‘Warsaw Pact’), but its hegemony over its satellite states had been under
serious pressure for decades. In 1981 the Red Army suppressed the Independent Self-governing Trade Union
‘Solidarity’ in Poland, and it crushed the ‘Prague Spring’ in Czechoslovakia in 1968. In 1965 the Lenin’s ‘complete’
works in English included over 4,300 letters,” but some were incomplete, and it included only one of the pieces he
wrote to defend Roman Malinowsky, the police spy.® In 1961 the Communist Party of China denounced the CPSU
as ‘revisionist traitors’, and in 1960 the Communist Party of Albania left the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

In autumn 1956 the Red Army massacred Hungarian revolutionaries, even though the CPSU had hoped to
appease the Communist Party of Yugoslavia by dissolving the Information Bureau of the Communist and Workers’
Parties (the ‘Cominform’) in spring. Nikita Khrushchev, the CPSU’s First Secretary, acknowledged the ‘cult of
personality’ around his predecessor, Stalin, and listed some of his crimes,® but not those in which he had been
personally complicit. In 1955 the CPSU formed the ‘Warsaw Pact’ to counter NATO, but in 1953 Khrushchev
oversaw the repression of a workers’ revolt in East Berlin, days after he became First Secretary, following the
death of the Stalin, the last survivor of the late 1917 Central Committee. In 1952 the All-Union Communist Party
(Bolsheviks) became the CPSU, after Stalin reportedly declared that ‘There are no more Mensheviks. Why should
we call ourselves Bolsheviks?’°

In 1949, as the Cold War set in between the former wartime Allies who had defeated Nazi Germany and fascist
Italy, the USA and 27 of its satellite states in Europe, plus Turkey, formed NATO. In 1948 the Communist Party of
Yugoslavia distanced itself from the AUCP (B), even though the Cominform’s headquarters had been in Belgrade
since 1947. When the Allies partitioned Germany in summer 1945, East Germany, including East Berlin, joined the
USSR. By then 10.6 million Red Army troops were dead or missing, and 22.6 million were sick or wounded, while
10 million Russian civilians had died during military actions and six million from malnutrition or disease. Albania,
Poland, Romania and Hungary had joined the USSR in 1944; but in 1943 Stalin dissolved the Third International
(the ‘Comintern’), hoping to appease the wartime Allies, and dropped the Internationale in favour of the State
Anthem of the USSR. He gave his granddaughter a flat in the Kremlin, on condition that her Jewish husband never
visited him, since he was convinced that the ‘entire older generation’ of Jews was ‘contaminated with Zionism’.
World War 2 began for the USSR in 1941 when Adolf Hitler broke the Treaty of Non-Aggression, and Stalin’s agent
assassinated his main rival, Trotsky, in 1940.

In 1939 the AUCP(B) claimed 1,588,812 members and 888,814 candidate members.?? In autumn Russian
troops invaded Poland, days after Vyacheslev Molotov had signed the Treaty of Non-Aggression with the Nazis. By
then between 950,000 and 1.2 million people had died in purges in the USSR.2® In 1938 Khrushchev joined the
AUCP (B)’s leading Politburo, soon after he purged Old Bolsheviks in his native Ukraine. In 1938 and 1937 two
million people were condemned to death, over 681,000 executed and over one million deported to the Main
Administration of Corrective Labour Camps and Labour Settlement (the ‘Gulag’). Over 114,000 died there,' or in
prison, including 43 of the 60 members of the 1922 CC,*> while 98 of the 139 members and candidate members of
the 1934 CC were executed, and 1,108 of that year’s 1,966 Congress delegates were imprisoned.® All but two of
those who were shot had become party members well before 1917.%7

In 1935 the CC controlled the publication of ‘Old Bolshevik’ memoirs.'® According to the official encyclopaedia,
the All-Union Society of Old Bolsheviks dissolved itself because it had ‘completed its tasks’.’® In reality, Stalin had
ordered its dissolution because these ‘fault-finding old men’ had not grasped ‘the needs of the times’,?° and had



protested against the Moscow show trials.?! The Association of Former Political Exiles and Prisoners also ceased
to function,? since it had been organising a petition against executing oppositionists.?® In 1934 the All-Union
Society of Old Bolsheviks had over 2,000 members, but stopped publishing its periodical, Stary bolshevik (Old
Bolshevik),?* after it drew the Politburo’s attention to Lenin’s injunction not to execute comrades.? The purge got
underway after the assassination of Sergey Kirov, Stalin’s main domestic rival, and soon after Khrushchev’s
election to the CC.%® In 1933 over 1.4 million people were arrested;* and the first conference of what had become
the All-Union Society of Old Bolsheviks’ elected Yemelyan Yaroslavsky, the leader of the League of Militant
Atheists, and of the failed Moscow rising in 1905, as chair of its leading Presidium.2® Applicants had to prove that
they had had a continuous party membership of at least 18 years, though the Presidium and Council could grant
exceptions.? In 1931 the Association of Former Political Exiles and Prisoners had 2,759 members.*° The Society of
Old Bolsheviks’ first Stary bolshevik appeared in 1930,3! but Stalin ordered Georgians he had known for decades
not to visit him, and angrily sent them away if they arrived.3? The bureaucracy and leadership had been
considerably expanded. By summer 1,268 Congress delegates had votes, and there were 891 ‘alternates’
(probationary candidates) without a vote.®

In 1929 the official encyclopaedia contained biographies of 246 people, or under 0.02 percent of the
membership, who were deemed to have been ‘personalities’ during the October 1917 revolution; but 237 were
men and nine were women. Of the 231 whose birth date was recorded, 12 were born before 1868, 35 in 1868-
1873 and 34 in 1877-1880, but 103 (44 percent) in 1882-1891. Of the 226 with a named birthplace, 27 were from
St. Petersburg or Moscow, or their provinces, but 99 (43.8 percent) were from subject nations or border
provinces, including 50 from Ukraine and New Russia. Of the 178 whose father’s status can be deduced, 23
percent were workers, artisans or day labourers, 23 percent were engaged in agriculture, and 13 percent were
traders and merchants. Of the 211 whose status can be identified more precisely, 67 had humble or modest
origins, including ten children of artisans, 12 of proletarians and 16 of poor peasants, but 144 (68.2 percent) were
from comfortably-off, wealthy or aristocratic families. Of the 246 with an identifiable ethnicity, up to 127 (51.6
percent) were (or were probably) Russian, while the 119 from ethnic or national minorities included at least 41
Jews and 15 Germans. Of 225 entries about formal education, nine men and women (including eight Russians)
received none, 45 attended primary schools, 25 elite classical gymnasia, eight realschulen with a broader
curriculum, while 12 had some form of vocational training, 11 attended other educational establishments and
three women had been privately educated. Ten of those with some form of secondary education did not
complete their course, but 114 (51 percent) had some form of higher education. Of the 83 who attended a named
university, 50 did so in Moscow or St. Petersburg, while six, or possibly eight, studied in Kyiv, and 17 attended
foreign universities, mainly in Switzerland. Of the 58 who stated the faculty, 20 studied law, ten medicine, nine
mathematics and physics, seven history and languages and six natural science. In addition 18 attended higher
institutes of technology, notably in St. Petersburg, but around 15 percent did not complete their course.®*

By 1929 Stalin and his allies controlled the party and state bureaucracies. In 1928, in exile, Trotsky published
Lenin’s four-year-old letter to Congress, his ‘Testament’,?> which demanded that Stalin be sacked.?® (The CC had
previously prevailed on him to deny its existence.?’) In 1927 party membership had risen to 1,200,000; but less
than a third were industrial or transport workers, and 100,000 had left in 18 months. Ten percent of the members
of leading bodies had once been proletarians, but over 75 percent were also full-time bureaucrats.?®

In 1925 the party reportedly had 1,025,000 members in a population of 147 million,* but fewer than 2,000
had joined before 1905.* That year the Russian Social-Democratic Workers’ Party (Bolsheviks) became the AUCP
(B), soon after Stalin and his allies denounced Max Eastman’s publication of extracts from Lenin’s ‘Testament’.%?
From 1924 biographical articles of selected party members began to appear;* but around 540,000 out of 600,000
had joined after 1917, less than 54,000 during 1917, 12,000 in 1906-1916, and 3,600 (0.6 percent) before 1905;*
and many had opposed Lenin from 1908 to 1914.%° Lenin died early in 1924, after the revolution failed to spread
to Germany, and Russia was isolated.*® He had his third stroke in spring 1923 and his second at the end of 1922,
days after the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic and its Caucasian, Ukrainian and Belorussian
counterparts formed the USSR.* Reportedly there were 44,148 pre-1917 party members,* but only 68 of the 522
Congress delegates had joined the party before 1905,° while the bureaucracy had grown to 15,000.° By late
autumn the Red Army, led by Trotsky, had defeated the White Army and 14 armies from capitalist states, though
800,000 Red soldiers had been killed or had died from wounds or disease.>? In May Lenin had his first stroke, soon
after the Politburo appointed Stalin as General Secretary.* In February Stalin addressed the inaugural meeting of
the Society of Old Bolsheviks,>* and the 64 present elected Mikhail Olminsky as their chair,”> even though he had
once been a terrorist.>® The Society was accountable to Istpart, the Commission on the Study of the History of the
October Revolution and the RCP (B). Applicants had to have joined before 1 January 1905, but other social
democrats who had been active for the time could apply, if they had later joined the party.>” By the end of 1921

Xi



136,386 members, a fifth of the total, had been expelled.>® In December Istpart became directly accountable to
the CC, which appointed its nine leading members, and another commission, led by the Pole Feliks Dzierzynski,
would study the history of the Polish revolutionary movement.>® During that year Lenin reportedly acknowledged
that when the Politburo was ‘faced with a problem which needed a lot of sorting out’, Stalin was ‘our
nutcracker’.®® By the end of 1920 1,400,000 people had joined the party since 1917, and two-thirds had peasant
origins, but 30 percent had left.®! In summer Lenin claimed that as ‘a current of political thought and as a political
party, Bolshevism has existed since 1903’.%% In spring the newly-formed Association of Former Political Exiles and
Prisoners had 200 members.53

In October 1919 20 percent of party members had joined before October 1917, but only eight percent before
February.®* In 1918 the party reportedly had around 200,000 members.%® Early that year Lenin acknowledged that
the revolution was ‘doomed’ unless it spread to Germany,®® and late in 1917 he was clear that the ‘final victory of
socialism in a single country is of course impossible’.®” A few hundred people died during the October revolution
in St. Petersburg.®® During 1917 many Bolsheviks and Mensheviks had worked together, and in that summer’s CC
elections all but one of the 134 Congress delegates voted for Lenin, and all but three for Trotsky, while Stalin
came seventh.®® When Lenin, Trotsky and other leaders were in hiding or prison, Stalin had been a spokesman for
the CC;’® but he had not been elected to the Presidium of the All-Russian Conference in spring,’”* after Lenin
inveighed against ‘people who readily call themselves “old Bolsheviks”’, who more than once already have played
so regrettable a role in the history of our party by reiterating formulas senselessly learned by rote, instead of
studying the specific features of the new and living reality’.”? In February the party had no more than 5,000 active
members.”?

By 1915 Lenin had forgotten Stalin’s real name, 7* He had been exiled to Siberia in 1913, and in 1912 Lenin
had co-opted him onto the CC, in spite of serious opposition, when the Bolsheviks split Rossyskaya Sotsial-
Demokraticheskaya Rabochaya Partya (the All-Russian Social-Democratic Workers’ Party) and formed the RSDRP
(Bolsheviks).”® In 1910 Lenin noted that ‘Bolshevism as a tendency’ had taken ‘definite shape’ by summer 1905.”’

By summer 1906 tsarist punitive detachments had killed over 14,000 revolutionaries and other people and
wounded 18,000 across Russia, ’® but the total number of executions and deaths in prison and exile is unknown.”
Early that year the ‘hard’ and ‘soft’ fraktions (temporary groupings) of the RSDRP had failed to ‘fuse’, following
the crushing of the Moscow uprising late in 1905, soon after the St. Petersburg Sovet elected Trotsky as a leader,
even though he had been ‘outside the fractions’ for years.®’ By autumn the war with Japan had cost the lives of
12,000 Russian sailors, and 41,000 soldiers had been killed or died from disease or other causes, while 57,000 had
been disabled, 148,000 wounded,® and around 75,000 captured.®? The autocracy was extremely vulnerable, but
the RSDRP was in disarray. By late 1904 hardened Bolsheviki and Mensheviki factions had formed in Russia, &
following the split among the intelligenty who had formed the overwhelmingly majority of delegates at the
RSDRP’s Second Congress in summer 1903, and who were referred to in the minutes by their underground
klitchka.*

Late in 1902 Krupskaya greeted ‘Piero’ in London,® but he had reportedly used the passport of an Irkutsk man
called Trotsky when he escaped from Siberia.®® In summer 1901 a letter from ‘Lenin’ arrived at Iskra’s press in
Munich. Nobody recognised the pseudonym, yet ‘Lenin’ used at least 160 others before and after that.?” luly
Tsederbaum used several pseudonyms,® but evidently not ‘Martov’ (March) before 1901.%°

The RSDRP’s First Congress had taken place in 1898, but the tiny and overwhelmingly intelligenty leadership
was soon decimated by arrests. The formation of the RSDRP was largely on the initiative of the General Jewish
Labour Union of Lithuania, Poland and Russia, the Bund, which had been formed in 1897, and Jewish social-
democrats in the Pale had developed a programme of propagandising and agitating workers. During the 1890s
dozens of Russian intelligenty and workers had been imprisoned, deported or exiled, after intelligenty influenced
by social-democratic ideas tried to lead organised workers, especially in St. Petersburg. During the 1880s social-
revolutionary ideas and terrorism remained influential, especially among intelligenty, but there were pogroms,
and no peasant uprisings, after social-revolutionary terrorists assassinated the tsar in 1881. By 1874 hundreds of
young social-revolutionary intelligenty were in jail, after they had ‘gone to the people’ — the peasantry - to
propagandise in favour of an uprising. The overwhelming majority of the population were peasant farmers, and
only a tiny minority of migrant peasants and townspeople were proletarians. The first translation of the first
volume of Karl Marx’s Das Kapital was into Russian in 1872, and the censors passed it, but to many of the few
intelligenty who could get hold of such works, and could read German, the ideas of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels
seemed irrelevant in an overwhelmingly peasant country, and a salutary warning about the consequences of
proletarianisation.

Xii



1. Never have | witnessed such hideous butchery

(i) The most extreme the West has to offer

In 1842 the radical Russian writer Vissarion Belinsky paraphrased part of Friedrich Engels’ 1842 critique of
Friedrich Schelling,* and by 1848 Mikhail Petrachevsky’s St. Petersburg circle had a copy of Engels’ Die Lage der
arbeitenden Klassen in England (The Condition of the Working-Class in England) and Karl Marx’s Das Elend der
Philosophie (The Poverty of Philosophy).? In 1860 Marx heard that his Beitrag Zur Kritik der Hegelschen Rechts-
Philosophie (A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy), which critiqued Georg Hegel’s philosophy on law,
had ‘caused a considerable stir’ in Russian academic circles;? and in 1862 a Russian prince told a censor about a
conversation he had had in a Berlin bookshop.

‘Would you care for some Russian books?’ a helpful salesman asked me. ‘What kind?’ ‘Well, for example, Herzen’s: | have
every one of his works, the older ones and the very latest.” ‘No’, | replied. ‘They watch such things very carefully these
days, and | am afraid that | would never get them to St. Petersburg: they’d be confiscated at the border.” ‘That’s a lot of
nonsense! I'll deliver as many as you want to St. Petersburg, directly to your home, in fact right in your study.” ‘Amazing!’
‘But what if | suddenly decide to detain the person who delivered them?’ ‘Do not worry about that! You would not be
able to do that; you would not even see the person delivering them to you.’*

Alexandr Herzen was a wealthy utopian socialist émigré in London.

In 1864 the social revolutionary (SR) ‘Petr Lavrov’ (Petr Lavrovich Mirtov) paraphrased part of the Marx and
Engels’ Manifest der Kommunistischen Partei (The Manifesto of the Communist Party). He did not name his source
or pursue its ideas,® but during the 1860s some of Marx’s ideas appeared in Russkoye slovo (The Russian Word).®

Volume | of Marx’s Das Kapital. Kritik der politischen Okonomie (Capital. Critique of Political Economy)
appeared in Hamburg in autumn 1867,” and considered the Russian village commune. ‘Everything, to the minutest
detail, except for its ‘patriarchal nature’ and its ‘collective responsibility’ for paying taxes, was ‘the same as in the
ancient Germanic community’. The commune was beginning to ‘decay’,® but the Russian army frightened him.

If on the continent of Europe the influence of capitalist production continues to develop as it has done up to now,
enervating the human race by overwork, the division of labour, subordination to machines, the maiming of women and
children, making life wretched etc., hand in hand with competition in the size of national armies, national debts, taxes,
sophisticated warfare, etc., the rejuvenation of Europe by the knout and the obligatory infusion of Kalmyk [Caucasian]
blood so earnestly prophesied by the half-Russian and full Muscovite Herzen may become inevitable.®

A few more Russian intelligenty read Marx.

Nikolai Danielson was born in Reval (today’s Tallin) in Estonia in 1844. He entered St. Petersburg University in
the early 1860s,'° and later worked with the SR German Lopatin at the Society of Mutual Credit, which gave them
access to all kinds of economic data.'* In 1868 Nikolai Liubavin, a student friend of Danielson's,'?> went to Berlin to
study, and then to Leipzig to find Marx’s works. He acknowledged to Marx’s friend Johann Becker in Geneva that
‘the liberation of the working class’ was ‘the common cause of all people’, though ‘l cannot yet apply this principle
to my country, where no labour movement whatever exists’. Liubavin joined the International Working Men’s
Association to be ‘better acquainted with the West European labour movement’, and Becker gave him a copy of
Das Kapital and suggested that it be translated into Russian. Back in St. Petersburg Liubavin gave the book to
Danielson,*® and Nikolai Poliakov agreed to publish a translation.*

In London Marx was ‘extraordinarily pleased’, but found it ironic that the Russians, ‘against whom | have been
fighting incessantly for 25 years’, had ‘always been my “patrons”’, since Das Elend der Philosophie (The Poverty of
Philosophy) and Zur Kritik der Politischen Okonomie (A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy) ‘have
nowhere had such good sales’. He believed that Russian aristocrats educated at French and German universities
‘vearn for the most extreme the West has to offer’, though that did not stop them ‘becoming scoundrels as soon
as they enter government service’; yet Marx knew that a Russian translation of Das Kapital would not reach
tailors and cobblers. When Liubavin asked him if Volume Il was available, he thought it would not be ready for
‘perhaps another six months’, but wanted Danielson to go ahead with Volume I. (Volume Il was eventually
published 17 years later.}!® By 1869 bookshops and libraries in St. Petersburg Moscow,® were distribution centres
for illegal literature and student meeting-places.!” An intelligent was translating Marx’s critique of Hegel when he
was arrested,'® and Danielson was briefly detained for contacting an SR terrorist in 1870.%°



In 1870 Marx found the Russian Manifest Kommunisticheskoy partii (The Communist Manifesto) ‘very
interesting’.?’ Reportedly the anarchist Mikhail Bakunin and the terrorist Sergey Nechaev had translated it,?* and
a Russian translation of Der Biirgerkrieqg in Frankreich (The Civil War in France) appeared in Zurich in 1871.22

In 1871 Russian censors banned the importation of Engels’ book on the English working class, but not Das
Kapital, which was ‘a difficult, inaccessible, strictly scientific work’ with a ‘colossal mass of abstruse, somewhat
obscure politico-economic argumentation’. ‘It can be confidently stated that in Russia few will read it and even
fewer will understand it, * and its conclusions did not apply to Russia. Bakunin had agreed to translate the whole
book, but managed only part of the first chapter, which Liubavin probably completed. Lopatin translated chapters
2, 3 and part of chapter 4, and Danielson translated the rest. In spring 1872 Kapital. Kritika Politicheskoi Ekonomii
went on sale in St. Petersburg. Many news papers praised it, and 900 of the 3,000 copies had been sold in six
weeks. It convinced a tiny number of mainly young intelligenty that the Russian economy was developing on
capitalist lines, but most of them were desperate to avoid the horrors of proletarianisation and hoped to build on
what they considered to be the ‘socialism’ of the village commune.?® In autumn the police seized Poliakov’s
stock,?* and charged him with publishing ‘subversive’ stories by the French philosopher Denis Diderot, which were
burned;? but one intelligent read Das Kapital in German.

Nikolai Ziber was born in Crimea in 1844. He later studied law at Kyiv University, graduated in 1866,% read Das
Kapital, and, even before he published his masters’ thesis in 1871,%” he was convinced that capitalism would take
root in Russia.?® In 1872 he studied at Zurich University,?° and became a professor at Kyiv University in 1873.3° His
Ekonomicheskaya teoriya Karla Marksa (The Economic Theory of Karl Marx) popularised Marx’s ideas among
SRs,*! but because of censorship ‘economic materialism’ became code for Marxism.3? Ziber reportedly called SRs
‘lgnoramuses’ and ‘Utopians’ who ‘do not understand the first thing about scientific socialism and political
economy’. ‘We shall have no sense in this country until the Russian muzhik [peasant] is cooked up in the factory
boiler’ .33

By spring 1874 all 3,000 copies of Kapital had been sold, but Poliakov’'s bankruptcy prevented him from
reprinting it.>* When Marx asked Danielson about the ‘historical development of communal property’,*® Danielson
sent him Ziber’s articles.?® Marx was an assimilated Jew, and lived in London, but all the Jews in Russian were
oppressed.

(ii) The Pale

The Pale of Settlement for Jews dated from 1791.% It included the south-western border provinces of European
Russia, and from 1793 the ten provinces of the former Kingdom of Poland. The southern Pale shared long borders
with western Europe and the Black Sea, and the northern Pale bordered the Baltic and was within 600km of both
Moscow and St. Petersburg.3® From 1804 Jews were legally entitled to be educated at all levels, set up schools and
factories and buy or lease land, but they could not take part in the liquor trade or join the armed forces. In
practice the assimilatory parts of this legislation remained a dead letter, but from 1827 12-year-old Jewish boys
faced conscription into the army.3 Many Jewish families were forced to leave the southern ports of Luhansk and
Sevastopol, and parts of Poltava and Kyiv provinces, and most went to the western Russian provinces of the
Pale.®® They had to live in towns, and many self-employed artisans were already under pressure from mechanised
factories.*! By 1835 the Pale included the provinces of Hrodna, Vilnius, Volhynia, Podolia, Minsk, Katerynoslav,
Bessarabia, Biatystok, Kyiv (except the city), Kherson (except the navy port of Mykolaiv), Taurida (except the navy
port of Sevastopol), Magilol, Vitebsk and Chernihiv. Jewish families Courland, Livonia, Poltava and Poland had to
obey different laws to people in the rest of the empire, and could not live within 53km of the Prussian border,
allegedly to prevent smuggling.*?

By 1840 there were three million Jews in the Pale, and artisans in Vilnius, Minsk, Magilol, Vitebsk and other
towns had built mutual aid funds. Only 45 Vilnius Jews had a European standard of education, and during the
1840s there were only about 50 Jewish gymnasia pupils and very few university graduates; but after wealthy St.
Petersburg Jews petitioned the tsar, there were more. From 1859 Jews could buy licences to trade outside the
Pale, and Jewish university graduates became eligible for civil service posts across the empire in 1861.%% By 1863
railways ran from St. Petersburg via Daugavpils, Vilnius, Hrodna and Biatystok to Warszawa, from Vilnius to
Moscow by 1866, and from Vilnius to Riga and the Prussian border by 1870.* In 1871 the Baltic port of
Kénigsberg became part of the German Empire, and had rail connections to Switzerland and England.*

Yankel Finkelshtein was born into a lower middle class Jewish family in Vladislavov, Suwalki province, in 1851,
but they later moved to Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania. He entered the rabbinical Seminary in the later 1860s,%
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and got illegal literature from Moscow.*’” In 1872 he was expelled for possessing a ‘library of socialist literature’
and organising an illegal ‘educational society’, but he wanted to get hold of more illegal literature.

Anna Epshtein was born into Jewish family in Vilnius, around 1843. She later graduated from a girls’
gymnasium and became the first Jewess to enter higher education when she attended the Medical-Surgical
Academy in St. Petersburg in 1869. She met intelligenty from Nikolai Chaikovsky and Mark Natason’s kruzhki
(clandestine circles), and became an SR; and after she graduated in 1873 she returned to Vilnius and organised
the smuggling of illegal literature, and recruited.

Aron Zundelevich was born into a Jewish family in Vilnius in 1852. His mother ran an inn and his father was a
scholar. Neither was overly orthodox, but Aron became extremely pious. He attended the Smorgon yeshiva run by
a distant relative, where he encountered the ‘heretical books’ of the Haskalah, the liberal Jewish Enlightenment,
and became increasingly secular. In the late 1860s he entered Vilnius Rabbinical Seminary, and by 1871 he had
organised a kruzhok to read banned works by radicals such as Nikolai Chernyshevsky, and realised that Russians
needed liberation as much as Jews. In summer 1873 Zundelevich helped Epshtein to smuggle illegal literature and
travelled repeatedly to Konigsberg, where Finkelshtein ran a transport route from London, Geneva and Zurich via
Berlin. Zundelevich worked with professional Jewish smugglers, and set up facilities for receiving, storing and
forwarding ‘red mail’ in Vilnius. Late that year the Seminary became a teacher-training institute, and Zundelevich
organised a kruzhok of 12, with a periphery of 14. In summer 1875 the institute authorities searched the
dormitory and found illegal literature, but Zundelevich had left. He was in Kénigsberg, where he had joined a
radical kruzhok and organised the smuggling of revolutionary literature. It went from London and Geneva to the
Volksstadt publishing house in Leipzig, then it was posted to the Bernshtein family’s business premises in Berlin,
where it was repacked and sent to Kénigsberg. Finkelshtein and Jewish students took it to the border and handed
it over to German, Polish or Lithuanian peasants, and Zundelevich sometimes took it to St. Petersburg.”® He
favoured both political struggle and terror,* since ‘Jewry as a national organism’ was not ‘worthy of support’.®
Another young Jew had reached similar conclusions.

Lev Deutsch was born into an assimilated Jewish family in Odesa in 1855. His father had been born in Austria,
but had moved to Odesa in the 1840s. He sold medical supplies to military hospitals during the Crimean War and
achieved the rare status of becoming a merchant of the first class. He insisted that the children had a Christian
education, but a pogrom (an anti-Jewish riot) at Easter 1871 ‘stirred up’ the Jewish community.>! Lev’s father was
bankrupted, but Lev’'s mostly Jewish kruzhok wondered whether Jews’ ‘non-productive and profitable
occupations’ were responsible for riots. Deutsch met Yakob Stefanovich,>? the son of a Ukrainian priest,> at
secondary school,”* and after the government inspector closed talmud-torah schools the boys became convinced
Jews caused this hostility by their ‘abnormal’ and ‘parasitic’ life; so they decided to work for Jewish ‘self-
improvement’ through secular education and vocational training.>® Stefanovich went to study medicine at Kyiv
University,*® and though Deutsch could not matriculate because of his ethnicity and status, he went too, and got
involved in the student movement.> In 1873 he and Stefanovich went ‘to the people’ as SR propagandists, but in
1874 ‘initiated’ peasants betrayed ‘hundreds of their comrades to the authorities’.>® In spring 1875 Deutsch
propagandised in the village of Astrakhanka, but the peasants ‘remained firmly convicted of the worthlessness of
my preaching’.>® Late that year he joined propagandists in Chirigin province, but one betrayed them. They beat
him with an iron ball and chain,®® poured sulphuric acid over his face and attached a note to his body which read
‘Such will be the fate of all spies’.! He survived.®? but another young Jew was radicalised in Kyiv.

Pavel Axelrod was born in into a tavern-keeper’s family in the small town of Pochep in Chernihiv province
around 1849. He was a star pupil at primary school, then entered Magiloll gymnasium and tutored wealthy Jews’
children to make ends meet. He could not enter university, but he went to Kyiv, organised SR University students
and went ‘to the people’ in summer 1874. Late that year he went to Germany illegally, stayed with a young
socialist, met socialist workers and read Das Kapital, but did not understand it. He moved on to Switzerland in
January 1875, met leading SRs, and married Nadezhda Kaminer; but they could not make ends meet. Axelrod
returned to Russia illegally in summer and met leading SR survivors in St. Petersburg.®®

(iii) The peasants are sheep

Lev Tikhomirov was born in the town of Gelendzhik, on the Black Sea coast,® in 1852, into the family of a priest
who had become a military doctor. Lev became a republican and an SR at secondary school,% and later entered
Moscow University,®® but had moved to St. Petersburg and joined Natanson’s SR kruzhok by late 1871.%7 Lopatin
was also a member.®® In 1872 Tikhomirov’s Skazka o chetyrekh bratyakh (The Tale of Four Brothers) and Pugachev
(about the 18™ century peasant leader Emelian Pugachev) were the kruzhok’s key propaganda pamphlets;® but



while Tikhomirov contacted factory workers,” as did another member,”* most worked with students. One noted
that ‘We wish to save the people, but know nothing ourselves’, so ‘we should begin by studying’. Some sold
books, or sought donations so they could give them away. They had 2,500 copies of the radical Vasily Bervi-
Flerovsky’s Azbuka sotsialnykh nauk (The ABC of the Social Sciences) printed,’? and left about 150 at the printer’s,
so the police would confiscate them;”® but took 800 to bookshops. Chaikovsky sold the rest to friends, including
300 to a medical student. Students raised money for ‘a commercial enterprise on socialist principles’ and a
literacy school for workers.” In 1873 Tikhomirov was imprisoned;” but a young SR intelligent remained active.

Valentin Plekhanov was born into a family of landed Tatar gentry near Lipetsk in Tambov province. He became
an army officer, married, and his wife bore seven children. Maria Fedorovna, their governess, came from an
impoverished gentry family, but had attended the elite Smolny Institute in St. Petersburg and held strong liberal
views. After Plekhanov’s wife died he married Fedorovna, and her dowry doubled the size of his small estate. But
in 1855 he left to fight in the Crimean War. Georgi was born in 1856 and in 1858 Valentin sold some land to
support his growing family. In 1861 the ‘emancipation’ freed his 50 serfs and halved his estate, and in 1863-4 he
helped to suppress the Polish uprising. Georgi’s mother taught him to read, and he devoured the family library,
but preferred military works. In 1866 he entered Voronezh Military Academy, but broke with religion after
reading Chernyshevsky’s coded radical novel, Chto delat? (What Is To Be Done?) In 1873, after Valentin died,
Plekhanova became a teacher, and Georgi entered Constantine Military Academy in St. Petersburg, but moved to
the Mining Institute in 1874. His mother wanted to sell the estate, but he threatened to burn the barn unless she
sold land to ‘our peasants’; so she agreed, but the peasants burned down her manor house. Late in 1875
Plekhanov attended clandestine kruzhki of students and workers, and he met Axelrod and Deutsch early in 1876.
When the Institute expelled Plekhanov, he joined the embryo SR organisation Zemlia i volya (Land and
Freedom),”® whose members encouraged strikes, defended comrades against arrest, released prisoners and
assassinated ‘harmful’ officials.”” Late in December there was a memorial mass in Kazan Cathedral for the
volunteers killed in the Balkan War.”® Up to 250 SR intelligenty,”® and about 50 workers,? including 40 from one
workshop, assembled outside.®! Plekhanov praised the revolutionary ‘martyrs’, condemned peasant oppression,
and reportedly concluded with: ‘Death to the tsar. Long live freedom! Hurrah!’8? Afterwards Ignaty Bachin told
him that he would conduct revolutionary propaganda only among fellow workers. ‘I'll never go back to the village,
not for anything’. ‘The peasants are sheep.’®?

Plekhanov was probably in contact with the Konigsberg kruzhok, whose members translated socialist literature
into Hebrew and Yiddish to help to create ‘social-revolutionary sections’ among Jews in the Pale. Zundelevich was
mainly responsible for establishing kruzhki in Daugavpils, Minsk and Hrodna, and a small town in Bietarus, while
others established one in Biatystok in north-east Poland. They included around 70 people, of whom 65 were Jews;
but two spies had infiltrated the network and 19 members were arrested in spring 1876. When Zemlia i volya was
formally founded in January 1877, Zundelevich joined. He later bought two printing presses in Berlin, and had
them taken apart and smuggled to St. Petersburg.?* Plekhanov’s kruzhok bought one of them, and Zundelevich
‘mastered the compositor’s art’, trained four others,® and strengthened the smuggling operation.®

Plekhanov escaped to Paris and went on to Berlin, but returned to St. Petersburg in summer. He carried a
brass knuckle-duster, practised using a dagger and slept with a revolver under his pillow. He and some workers
propagandised in the countryside, and though he was arrested, he escaped.®” Back in St. Petersburg he criticised
SR intelligenty, led workers’ kruzhki and wrote leaflets for strikers.28 The worker Diakov Smirnov read translations
of Marx and John Stuart Mill’s Political Economy with Chernyshevsky’s notes, but ‘understood little’. ‘The
intelligentsia never spoke to us about Marx — they said we wouldn’t have understood it.” Plekhanov recalled that
the ‘centralists’, Marx and Engels, ‘were seen as quite mischievous reactionaries’. ‘Occasionally we would tell our
audiences about the International Association of Workermen’ (IWMA), ‘but only in our role as “buntary”
[insurrectionists] — making the activities of Bakunin our model’.# There were other ‘buntary’ in the south.

Vera Zasulich was born into an army captain’s family on his estate near Smolensk, the provincial capital, in
1849. Her father owned 40 or so serfs, but most paid him quitrent to work for wages elsewhere. After he died in
1855 Vera lived with wealthy relatives near Moscow and her tutor encouraged her to read radical books. She
went to a private boarding school in 1864, and later trained to be a governess. An older sister was a member of
an SR student kruzhok, and in 1866 she encouraged Vera to read Chernyshevsky, Lavrov and Mill, and attend SR
lectures, and she stopped believing in god. By 1867, as a magistrate’s assistant in a nearby town, she saw the
peasants’ poverty and ignorance, and returned to St. Petersburg in 1868 to learn the ‘phonetic method’ of
teaching literacy. In 1869 she performed conspiratorial tasks for the terrorist Nechaev - konspiratsia was the art
of avoiding arrest by adhering to strict rules — but she was arrested and imprisoned for a year without trial. She
spent another year in the Fortress, and in 1871 she was deported to Novgorod province, then allowed to go to
Tver, but was deported to Kostroma in 1872. In 1873 she studied midwifery at Kharkiv University, and in 1875 she



joined 15 or so buntary in Kyiv. In summer 1877 she read about the illegal flogging of a student propagandist in a
St. Petersburg prison, learned to shoot, threw dice with another woman to decide who would assassinate the
police chief, and won. Early in 1878 she went to St. Petersburg, walked into the chief’s office and shot him. She
was badly beaten, but he had a severe wound in the pelvis and thought he was going to die, so he made a will and
left a fortune. When he recovered the tsar sacked him for taking bribes, and in spring his enemies got Zasulich
treated as an ordinary criminal. The judge picked the most incompetent prosecutor he knew, and her barrister
proved that the police chief had lied and was guilty of provocation, so the jury of minor officials and intelligenty
found Zasulich innocent ‘out of conscience’. Sympathisers hid her, but the Senate nullified her acquittal and
issued an order for her arrest.®® She got a letter published in a St. Petersburg paper, and copies were ‘snatched up
like hot cakes’, but the paper was closed,®® so SRs helped her to escape to Switzerland.?

(iv) You must be destroyed and you will be destroyed!

Mikhail Kravchinsky was born into a petit-bourgeois family. He later graduated from medical school, achieved
gentry status,®® and married. Sergey was born in the village of Novyi Starodub, Kherson province, in 1852. He later
entered Orel military gymnasium, moved to Moscow Military Academy in 1867 and St. Petersburg Artillery
Institute in 1869. He joined a radical kruzhok,®* and was inspired by Bakunin’s ideas.®> After he graduated he
became a second lieutenant and circulated anarchist literature among fellow officers. He resigned in 1871,
entered the Forestry Institute early in 1872,% and he and a serving army officer dressed as peasants and ‘went to
the people in 1873’.%7 They were arrested early in 1874,% but peasants helped them escape. They went to
Moscow ‘to carry on the propaganda among the youth’, met two women ‘just arrived from Zurich with the same
object’,”® and told the anarchist prince Petr Kropotkin that they had worked as sawyers for a fortnight and
produced ‘quite a stir in a number of villages’.® A civil servant’s wife let them use her house as and they gave
men and women peasant clothes, money, forged passports, addresses and simple propaganda. Kravchinsky and
others arranged the transport of books, maps and false passports,’®® but he came to believe that many whose
‘faith was Socialism’, and whose ‘god’ was ‘the people’, ‘no longer saw any hope in victory, and longed for the
crown of thorns’. It ‘resembled a religious movement’, ‘not a political movement’,?? because ‘scientific socialism’
‘bounces off the Russian masses like a pea off the wall’.1% By 1875 he felt that he ‘movement’ had ‘changed its
aspect’, since propagandists in Odesa, Kharkiv and Kyiv favoured ‘an immediate rising’.1* Lavrov had escaped
from exile to Paris in 1868, and in 1875 Kravchinsky told him that ‘We cannot change the thinking of even one in
six hundred peasants, let alone of one in sixty’. ‘A revolt has to be organised.’*%

From 1873 to 1876 15 percent of 1,611 prosecuted or administratively-sentenced SR propagandists had been
women,® and 68 women and men were Jews.’?” Early in 1877 the tsar increased the sentences of those
convicted at the trial of 193 SRs,'% and empowered the director of the Third Section (the political police) to exile
those who had been found not guilty.'®® Gendarmes arrested 80,'° including Tikhomirov.’! In April the tsar
declared war against the Ottoman empire,*? and Kravchinsky fought with the Serbs against the Ottoman army in
Herzegovina until the war ended early in 1878, with 450,000 Russian dead.'4

Deutsch had enlisted a soldier in Kyiv, but helped a friend to escape from prison in 1876, and was arrested, but
escaped.'® In 1877 100 Chirigin peasants were arrested, and Deutsch and Stefanovich were imprisoned in Kyiv,
but escaped to Switzerland in May 1878. Thousands of Jews lived there, and Zurich, Bern and Geneva universities
allowed Russian Jews to enrol.*'®* When Zundelevich arrived in Switzerland he found that Zasulich, Deutsch and
Stefanovich believed that terror ‘might hinder political work among the people’, but they wanted to return to
Russia. Zundelevich taught them not to attract attention by their speech or dress - ‘Please don’t pull your hats
down over your eyes’ - and they and another woman returned to Russia posing as two couples.t”

In Russia the inner circle of Zemlia i volya included Plekhanov.!'® He supported agrarian terror and partisan
warfare, and Tikhomirov argued that SRs had to ‘replace the emperor in the people’s mind as the symbol of power
and legitimacy, and ‘this would never be done by propaganda, but only through violent deeds’.}'® Kravchinsky
took part in an uprising near Naples, and was condemned to death, but escaped to Switzerland. When he heard
about Zasulich’s assassination attempt he returned to St. Petersburg,'?® and helped her get to Geneva, where
almost all the Russian émigrés were anarchists.'?! He acknowledged that over one million soldiers in Russia could
‘transform the five or six principle towns, the only places where any movement whatever is possible, into
veritable armed camps’; but if revolutionaries were willing to kill a ‘vile spy’, why not kill a gendarme or higher
officials? The ‘logic of life could not but compel the Revolutionaries to mount these steps by degrees’, and some
argued that ‘bullets were better than words’.'?? He argued that it was necessary to remove socialism’s ‘German

dress’ and ‘put it in peasant costume’. 123



In summer one clandestine press in St. Petersburg printed Zemlia i volya and another printed Nachalo (The
Beginning), which was aimed at unaligned socialists. Several members of Zemlia i volya favoured pushing political
demands, but Zundelevich argued for the primacy of terror.??

In August a cab followed a general and the director of the Third Section near its St. Petersburg
headquarters.®® The passengers were Kravchinsky and Alexandr Barannikov, the 20-year-old son of a small
tradesman in Gomel. His shot missed the director, so Kravchinsky stabbed him. He died almost immediately, and
the assassins and their supporters got away.'?® Zundelevich had been a signaller.!?’” Kravchinsky had previously
described his motives in a pamphlet,*?® which was released.’? ‘We are socialists. Our aim is to destroy the existing
economic structure.”®*® The government had driven socialists ‘devoted to the work of liberating the suffering
people and condemning ourselves to any hardship so as to avoid it for others’ to ‘embark on a whole series of
murders.” ‘Gentleman of the government, policemen, administrators this is our last word to you.’

You are representatives of authority; we are opponents of any enslavement of man by man, therefore you are our
enemies and there can be no reconciliation between us. You must be destroyed and you will be destroyed! But we do not
believe that political slavery gives birth to economic slavery but rather the contrary. We are convinced that the
destruction of economic inequality will bring about the destruction of the poverty of the people and with it also the
ignorance, superstition and prejudice with which all authority supports itself ... Our real enemy is the bourgeoisie which is
now hiding behind you, although it hates you because you have tied its hands. You are an outsider! If you do not prevent
us from fighting our real enemies we will leave you in peace. You can sleep peacefully until the overthrow of the present
economic order.'3!

As for the tsar, ‘whether you share power with the bourgeoisie is not our concern. Whether you grant or do not

grant a constitution is a matter of complete indifference to us. Do not violate our human rights’.*3? Kravchinsky

called for an end to persecution for political opinions and arbitrary behaviour by officials, and an amnesty for

political prisoners.’3® Otherwise, ‘For each political activist hanged by the government, a tsarist official will die.’*3*
In two days there were up to 1,000 arrests and from his hiding-place Kravchinsky saw several spies.

It was the easiest thing in the world to recognise them. That embarrassed air, that glance full of suspicion and fear which

they fix upon the face of every passer-by, are signs which do not deceive an experienced eye. These, however, were

professional spies. The others, that is, the ‘temporary spies’, had a much more comical appearance. They were evidently
only private soldiers dressed up as civilians as could be seen at a glance. They always went about in little parties, and ...
whole detachments had the same hats, the same overcoats, the same trousers. Some wore great blue spectacles, as large
as cart-wheels, to give them the appearance of students.'

Almost 2,000 suspects were soon under arrest,*3® but Kravchinsky escaped to Switzerland.®’

In autumn, as trustee of Zemlia i volya’s funds, Zundelevich gave 6,000 rubles towards reconstructing its
‘centre’. It still focussed on the peasantry,'® but during 1878 women workers at a St. Petersburg tobacco factory
had gone on strike and put a notice on the gate. ‘We cannot stand any further deduction in our wages’ which ‘do
not allow us to dress decently’.’*® Some members of Zemlia i volya were influenced by Marx’s ideas.

(v) The most enlightened members of the peasantry
By 1879 Plekhanov had a ‘great respect’ for the ‘materialist conception of history’ from reading Bakunin.

Marx shows us how life itself indicates the necessary reforms in the economic cooperation of a country, how the forms of
production itself predispose the minds of the masses to accept socialist teachings, which until the necessary preparations
exists, would be incapable not only of making a revolution but even of forming a more or less significant party. He shows
us in what forms, and within what limits socialist propaganda can be considered to be a waste of energy.

Plekhanov believed that influencing the ‘entire mass’ of the peasantry was ‘impossible as long as one saw in the
city workers only a material for the recruitment of individual persons’; yet workers were the ‘most enlightened
representatives of the peasantry’, ‘the most mobile, the most susceptible to incitation’ and ‘the most easily
revolutionised stratum of the population’, and they would support a peasant revolution. What was needed was
‘daily and hourly’ agitation about ‘the most trifling facts of the worker’s life’,24° and strikes to develop ‘a sense of

opposition to all privileged classes and a sense of their own class solidarity’.X*! As long as peasants supported the



commune, ‘we cannot consider that our country has entered the path of that law by which capitalist production
becomes an obligatory station on its line of progress’,'*? and he endorsed terror for self-defence.'*?

By spring Tikhomirov had initiated Svoboda ili smert (Liberty or Death), a top-secret organisation inside Zemlia
i volya,* and a ‘secondary’ circle included Zundelevich.}* Alexandr Soloviev told them that he intended to kill the
tsar, but as soon as the tsar saw his revolver he ran away. Soloviev fired five shots, missed,*® and was hanged.'¥

At a Zemlia i volya meeting in Voronezh, Plekhanov and Deutsch described the perspective of the majority of
Zemlia i volya members as ‘liberalism with bombs’.2*® The organisation split, and 20 or so, including Plekhanov,
Deutsch, Zasulich and Stefanovich, formed Chyornyi peredel (Black Repartition).*® The majority called themselves
Ispolnitelnyy komitet narodnaya volya (The Executive Committee of the People’s Will), and elected a leading
committee of three which included Alexandr Mikhailov and Tikhomirov.?*® The EC were mainly intelligenty in their
late twenties,*>! and while no more than 30 of 44 those whose names are known were active at any one time,
they probably had 500 supporters,*> and 1,000 or more sympathisers.>® Eight of the 18 EC members were
women, and women formed a substantial minority of their periphery.’®* The EC aimed to assassinate the tsar,
hoping to spark a peasant uprising, take over the government, eliminate private property in land and introduce a
constituent assembly.’>> Zundelevich was elected to the EC.»*® He secured the Zemlia i volya press and a large
stockpile of type, the passport bureau and 8,000 rubles, or four or five times as much money as Chyornyi peredel.
The EC also retained the ‘Department of Foreign Affairs’ — the smuggling network - and the dynamite
workshop,*” and supporters donated 23,000 rubles,'*® and Kravchinsky took money abroad to buy a press.’ In
autumn Zundelevich was arrested and faced a long sentence of katorga (hard Labour) in eastern Siberia.t®°

St. Petersburg police suspected Plekhanov of conspiring to kill the tsar, so he went underground. Axelrod had
formed the tiny Yuzhnyy Soyuz Rossiyskikh Rabochikh (The Southern Union of Russian Workers), and the tiny
Severnyy Soyuz Rossiyskikh Rabochikh (The Northern Union of Russian Workers) invited him to edit their paper in
St. Petersburg.'® He wanted to focus on ‘the development of the independent revolutionary activism of the
masses in preparation for the socialist revolution’,*®? but he did not reach St. Petersburg in time.

Maria Krylova was born into an impoverished gentry family in 1842. Her father was a minor government
official. Maria later attended a boarding school in Moscow, stayed on after she graduated and taught workers at a
Sunday school. She lived independently and joined women’s” organisations, including a commune whose leader’s
brother was associated with the SR terrorist Nikolai Ishutin. Krylova joined the ‘Organisation’ that was a cover for
Ishutin’s kruzhok and helped to extend its female contacts. In 1866 she was briefly detained after Dmitry
Karakozov failed to assassinate the tsar, but was released under surveillance. By late 1879 she worked on
Chyornyi peredel’s press in St. Petersburg. Late one night in January 1880, when the printers were asleep, the
doorbell rang.1®® Gendarmes, ‘by lifting the doors from their hinges, as the official report said, or by using skeleton
keys, as ran the rumour’, caught the printers in bed.’® Krylova met them with ‘arms in hand’,'®® but the
gendarmes seized the press,'®® and most copies of the paper,'®” and arrested her. (She was later exiled).1®
Narodnaya volya’s press printed Chyornyi peredel’s manifesto,®® but gendarmes got close to Plekhanov, Zasulich,
Deutsch and Stefanovich, so their comrades told them to go abroad.'™® Axelrod was the only leader left in
Russia,”! and someone assassinated the person who betrayed the press.t’?

During the 1870s the police had spotted 5,664 intelligenty political suspects aged 18 or older, of whom 65
percent were students or professionals, 21 percent were workers, artisans or peasants, and 14 percent were
raznochintsy (people of indeterminate rank).}”® Early in 1880, after several attempts to kill the tsar, and the
hangings of several would-be assassins, the government merged the regular police and the Third Section into the
Department of Police, whose St. Petersburg headquarters had a secret section dealing with political suspects and
gosudarstvennyye prestupniki (state criminals), linked to okhrannye otdelinya (security sections) in Moscow and
Warsaw,'’* which became known as the Okhrana.

Candidate gendarmes underwent a three-to-six month training course in law, history, regulations and
operational procedures, and 6,708 of them included 521 officers who were mainly landless Orthodox gentry
Around 60 percent were stationed on railway lines, and the rest were based in provincial and district
headquarters.}”> The interior minister ordered that the political criminals who had been sentenced to katorga
should be sent to Siberia, and the justice minister withdrew permission for those who had completed their
sentences on Sakhalin Island off the Pacific coast to return to the mainland. Many men were sent to Lower Kara
prison beyond Lake Baikal in southern Siberia, and women to nearby Ust-Kara. Peasants got three rubles for
capturing a common criminal who escaped, but 50 for a state criminal.'’®

Tikhomirov’s revised programme for the Narodnaya volya EC appeared in Narodnaya volya without
discussion.”” It involved the ‘creation of a central fighting organisation capable of initiating a revolt’ with
provincial organisations to support it. The aim was to ‘ensure the active support of the factory workers in the
towns’ and that of ‘the Armed Forces, or at least to paralyse any assistance they might give to the Government’,



and ‘win over the sympathy and co-operation of the intelligentsia’ and ‘public opinion in foreign countries’.'’®

Tikhomirov’s ‘irregular methods’ were challenged,'’® and he offered to resign,*® but most EC members accepted
the new programme,*®! and one organised an escape route from Siberia.

Yuri Bogdanovich was born into a family of gentry in Nikolskoye, Pskov province, in 1849. In 1871 he entered
St. Petersburg Medical-Surgical Academy, but left without graduating in 1873 and agitated Saratov province
peasants. He joined Zemlia i volya in 1876, Narodnaya volya in 1879, its EC in 1880, and then founded Krasny
Krest (the political Red Cross) to give exiled ‘politicals’ an escape route from Krasnoyarsk in Siberia to Kazan.!8?

Chyornyi peredel brought a press from Smolensk to St. Petersburg, a typesetter arrived from Saratov and two
female comrades rented an apartment.’®® Praskovia Ivanovskaya, the 27-year-old daughter of a village priest, and
Ludmila Terenteeva, the teenage daughter of a schoolteacher, worked as typographers;* but Axelrod had a
second Chyornyi peredel printed in London and copies were smuggled into Russia.'®

Peasants were under severe pressure. The average holding was around 6.7 hectares in the northern region of
European Russia, 2.7 in the central region and Ukraine and 2.3 in the south west,'®® but they remained largely
quiescent. Danielson noted that the government used 20 percent of taxes to underwrite railway shareholders’
dividends, and poor peasants suffered most;*®’ but Kapital did not apply to Russia.'®® Marx disagreed.

(vi) There will be bloody revolution in Russia

In London in 1877 Marx drafted a letter to the liberal St. Petersburg monthly, Otechestvennye zapiski (Notes of
the Fatherland). He noted that the Russian empire was ‘tending to become a capitalist nation’, but it would ‘not
succeed without having first transformed a large proportion of its peasants into proletarians’. He crossed out ‘if it
continues along the path it has followed since 1861 it will miss the finest chance history has ever offered to a
nation, only to undergo all the fatal vicissitudes of the capitalist system’, but did not post the letter. Early in 1879
the Chicago Tribune published an interview with Marx. ““No socialist,”” remarked the Doctor, smiling, “need
predict that there will be bloody revolution in Russia.”” A Liberal MP understood that Marx expected ‘a great and
not distant crash in Russia’, sparked by ‘reforms from above which the old bad edifice will not be able to bear and
which will lead to its tumbling down altogether’. For ‘a long time Russia would be unable to exercise any influence
in Europe’, but ‘the movement will spread to Germany’ and lead to ‘a revolt against the existing military system’.

In spring Engels felt that the struggle between the Russian state and the ‘secret societies’ had ‘so violent a
character that it cannot last’. The government seemed to be 'on the brink of exploding,” and its agents were
‘committing incredible atrocities’. ‘Against such wild animals one must defend oneself as one can, with powder
and lead. Political assassination in Russia is the only means which men of intelligence, dignity and character
possess to defend themselves against the agents of an unprecedented despotism.’28

In January 1880 Marx felt ‘the Russian Revolution’ would ‘get underway’ that year,” and offered to help. In
spring Engels noted that ‘everything is proceeding splendidly’, since ‘You cannot banish sheer lack of money’.
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Not one banker will make a loan without a guarantee from the Imperial Assembly. Hence the present desperate recourse
to an internal loan. On paper it will be a success, in reality a total failure. And then they will have to convene some
assembly or other if only to obtain cash — always supposing something else does not happen in the meantime.

In summer Marx received Narodnaya volya’s programme,’! and late that year the EC member Lev Hartmann
visited London.'®* Marx was sympathetic, but declined to write for their publications since they were not
socialists.’®® Marian Skinner often visited Marx’s daughters and met ‘a courtly young Russian’ who ‘had attempted
to blow up the tsar’, but who was ‘one of the mildest mannered men that ever cut his country’.

He warbled Russian love songs delightfully, and punctuated them with languishing glances, and he told us that he had
spent over a year in a Petersburg prison cell where there was not room to stand up, or to lie down at full length, and that
snow drifted in through the paneless window until it was chest high. He was accused of being an anarchist — which
accusation was probably not true at the beginning of his incarceration, but pretty correct at its end.

Marx knew that the programme of the ‘terrorist Central Committee’ had ‘aroused considerable ire amongst the
anarchist Russians’, and believed Chyornyi peredel was guilty of ‘Bakuninist doctrinarianism’. According to them
Russia was ‘to leap head-over-heels into the anarchist-communist-atheist millennium!’, yet its members were

‘opposed to politico-revolutionary action’ 1%



In Geneva Plekhanov was impressed with Marx’s critique of bourgeois philosophers and believed that a
bourgeois revolution was most likely in Russia.’®® He argued for a ‘mass organisation’ to propagandise ‘more
highly developed’ workers and raise their ‘consciousness’, so they could begin ‘rousing’ other workers, lead
strikes and move strikers ‘into the streets’ to support insurgent peasants.’® He was unclear how Marx’s ‘law’ of
economic progress applied to Russia,'®® but capitalism was developing in the countryside, and taxation and usury
had caused contradictions within the peasantry.'® The Narodnaya volya EC was mistaken: ‘Revolutions are made
by the masses and prepared by history’.2®° The Russian translation of Marx and Engels’ Manifest der
Kommunistischen Partei impressed Plekhanov, but he felt it was inadequate, so he asked Zasulich to retranslate
it.2%r In summer Plekhanov was impressed by Engels’ Herrn Eugen Diihrings Umwidlzung der Wissenschaft (Herr
Eugen Diihring's Revolution in Science), and his wife joined him.

Rosalia Bograd was born into a well-to-do Jewish family in Kherson in 1856. She later became a medical
student in St. Petersburg,?®? and in 1877, during the war with the Ottoman empire, she went to the front to care
for the sick and wounded; but their treatment was inadequate and the military authorities stole and were
corrupt. The experience radicalised her, and back in St. Petersburg she distributed illegal literature to fellow
students and organised workers.2% The war ended in 1878, and by 1879, when Chyornyi peredel had around 100
members, Bograd was one of its leaders.??* She had married Plekhanov, but stayed in Russia after he escaped
abroad early in 1880, because she was about to give birth and take her final examinations to qualify as a doctor.
She passed, but after the authorities discovered that she had lived with Plekhanov they withheld her diploma. In
summer she decided to go to Geneva with her daughter,?® and persuaded a young magistrate to look after a
large suitcase, but next day police found political letters and illegal presses and the judge’s career was ruined.?%

Soon after Rosalia reached Geneva the family moved to Paris, and Lavrov helped Plekhanov to write
pseudonymously for liberal Russian journals. In autumn he wrote in Chyornyi peredel that Russia would have a
bourgeois revolution before a socialist revolution,?®” and by late that year he was convinced that ‘economic
relations’ were the basis of ‘all the phenomena of political life’. ‘Free communal organisation and self-
government’ in Russian villages would ensure the right to free use of land and equal allotments, and an ‘economic
agrarian revolution’ would automatically bring a ‘transformation of all other social relations’.

The social-revolutionary party should lead the people from passively waiting for ‘black repartition’ from above, to
demanding actively ‘Land and Liberty’ from below by inciting the people to active struggle with the state, by instilling
independence and activism in them, by organising them for struggle, using each small opportunity to arouse popular
discontent and instilling in the people correct opinions about existing social relations and those desirable in the future by
means of propaganda through word and deed.?%®
Narodnaya volya was ‘without foundations and influence among the people’, and so ‘a staff without an army’.2%°
On 27 February 1881 (according to the Russian calendar) Marx wrote to Zasulich in Switzerland that the Russian
village commune would be ‘the fulcrum of ‘social reorganisation’, but only after all communal property had been
‘transformed into private property’ to ensure ‘the normal conditions of spontaneous development’.?'° There were
no short cuts.

(vii) Coffee, cakes and an execution

In 1879 Zundelevich had recruited Andrey Zheliabov to Narodnaya volya,?! and by 1881 the 30-year-old son of a
Crimean serf was a leading member of the EC, but he was arrested on 27 February; so his 27-year-old partner,
Sophia Perovskaya, the daughter of a former city governor and the only other leading EC member who was fully
informed about the latest plan to assassinate the tsar, took command.?!?

On the morning of 1 March she took a cab and nursed two bombs on her lap, in case a jolt set them off. She
met 24-year-old Ignacy Hryniewiecki, the son of a small landowner near Hrodna, and Nikolai Rysakov, a 19-year-
old artisan from Tikhvin in St. Petersburg province. At 10.00am Nikolai Kibalchich, the 27-year-old son of a
Chernihiv province priest, brought two bombs, and they went to a café for coffee and cakes.?!® Early that
afternoon Perovskaya positioned the bomb-throwers and gave them their bombs. At 2.15pm she dropped her
handkerchief as a signal to begin, then walked along Nevsky Prospekt and crossed over Kanal Ketrin.?* As the
tsar’s carriage went along beside the Kanal,?!> Rysakov threw his bomb under the back axle, killing a Cossack and
badly injuring a small boy. The horses bolted, but the tsar returned. Rysakov had been arrested, but Hryniewiecki
threw his bomb and injured 20 people, including himself and the tsar, who lay covered in blood with both his legs
broken.?’® He died within an hour,?'” but a foreigner noted that people went about their business, ‘calm and
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carefree’, with ‘no curiosity or anxiety on their faces’.!® The Narodnaya volya EC anxiously waited for news at the
home of the writer, Gleb Uspensky,?*° but Hryniewiecki died that evening without giving his name.

By 3 March troops were digging deep trenches around the tsar’s Gatchina palace outside St. Petersburg, and
800 suspects had been arrested. Next day thousands of Cossacks patrolled the city centre, but the Narodnaya
volya metalworker Timofei Mikhailov, a 20-year-old peasant from near Smolensk, shot several policemen before
he ran out of ammunition. When Perovskaya failed to free Zheliabov, she was arrested, and Rysakov identified
her and Kibalchich, but while she and Mikhailov did not talk, Kibalchich betrayed a young Jewess.

Gesya Gelfman, the 26-year-old daughter of a tradesman, was born near Kyiv.??° Since 1879 she had managed
Narodnaya volya’s conspiratorial headquarters in St. Petersburg, raised funds and represented the organisation in
Krasny Krest.??! She had worked in the underground press since autumn 1880,2%? and lived in the apartment
where bombs were stored, but was not an EC member and knew nothing about the planned assassination.??

A leaflet from ‘worker members’ of Narodnaya volya circulated.

Alexandr |, torturer of his people, was killed by us socialists. He defended only the rich and himself, feasted and lived in
luxury, while the people starved ... Alexandr was a wolf. Now we have Alexandr Il on the throne. Don’t let him follow in
the footsteps of his father; let him call to the senate as his advisers those whom the people will elect. Then the tsar will
give land to the peasants and will lower taxes. Send petitions to him, you in the towns and villages. If he doesn’t listen to
the people and gets to be like his daddy, he too will have to be replaced.?**

On 10 March Tikhomirov addressed the new tsar in a leaflet on behalf of Narodnaya volya.

The movement must grow and increase, terrorist attacks must be repeated and intensified, the revolutionary
organisation will replace eliminated teams by more sophisticated and stronger groups. The total number of malcontent
people in the country is growing; the people’s confidence in the government should decline, the idea of revolution, of its
possibility and inevitability will develop in Russia all the more strongly. A tremendous explosion, a bloody confusion, a
convulsive revolutionary upheaval across all Russia will complete the process of the destruction of the old order.?®

‘A revolutionary movement, your Majesty, does not depend on individuals’, since it is ‘a process of the social
organism’, and gallows were ‘just as impotent to save the existing order of state as was the crucifixion of the
Nazarene to preserve the crumbling ancient world from the triumph of reforming Christianity’. The EC ‘set no
conditions’, since they had been set ‘by history’, and a revolution was ‘absolutely inevitable’ unless there was ‘a
voluntary turning of the Supreme Power to the people’. The EC hoped the tsar would summon ‘representatives of
the whole of Russian people’ to ‘examine the existing framework of social and governmental life’ and ‘remodel it
in accordance with the people’s wishes’, with elections based on freedom of speech, assembly and the press.
After a ‘general amnesty to cover all past political crimes’, which the EC saw as ‘fulfiiments of civic duty’, it would
‘voluntarily terminate its own existence’, and its members would ‘devote themselves to the work of culture
among the people’.?2® Narodnaya volya supporters distributed 10,000 copies across the city.??’

The assassins’ trial began on the 26™, before a special bench of the Senate. Someone took a stenographic
record, but censors later edited it. Officials and a few others were present, but journalists were barred.
Perovskaya, Kibalchich, Mikhailov, Zheliabov, Rysakov and Gelfman were charged with belonging to Russkaya
sotsial-revolyutsionnaya partiya (The Russian Social Revolutionary Party). Zheliabov insisted that it was ‘the duty
of a sincere Christian to fight on behalf of the weak and oppressed; and, if need be, to suffer for them’. The ‘main
enemy of the Russian social movement was the Russian Bureaucracy’, but he ‘would willingly abandon violence if
there were the possibility of serving my ideals by peaceful means’. Mikhailov also claimed that the aim of
Narodnaya volya was ‘protecting the workers’,2?® and next day the tsar fled to Gatchina.?®

On the 29" the court condemned all six defendants to death. Perovskaya could have asked the tsar to
reconsider her sentence, because of her high social status, but she refused to do so. Mikhailov petitioned for a
reprieve, and Rysakov offered to betray other EC members, but both were unsuccessful.?®® Gelfman was
pregnant, and the tsar decided to let her live until her child was born.2*! The prison authorities barred relatives
from visiting the condemned and the ‘most sinister rumours’ of torture circulated in the city.2* On 2 April priests
visited the prison, but Zheliabov and Perovskaya refused to see them.

On the 3 12,000 troops guarded the route to Semenovskaya square. At 9.20am, in front of 80,000 spectators,
the drunken Frolov hanged Kibalchich; but he knotted the rope badly for Mikhailov and had to hang him three
times, while Zheliabov strangled for several minutes.?®® Perovskaya fastened her feet to the platform, and two
men had to struggle to dislodge them,?* before she became the first Russian woman state criminal to be
executed.?® Rysakov showed the crowd his mutilated hands and shouted that he had been tortured.?*® He hung
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on to the woodwork, but was pulled away, and it was all over by 9.30am.?*” The Kélnische Zeitung correspondent
had ‘been present at a dozen executions in the East, but never have | witnessed such hideous butchery’.

Officially, the courts had sentenced over 2,000 people to death during the tsar’s reign,”*® and 31 were
executed.?®® About 1,200 had been deported within European Russia, and 60 of the 230 exiled to Siberia were
sentenced to katorga.?®® Reportedly at least 2,348 political suspects had faced trial in the past four years,?** but
three-quarters of the 67,000 in Siberia had had no trial.?*? According to Kravchinsky, 1,767 of the ‘administrative’
exiles, including some in eastern Siberia, were from Odesa, Kyiv and Kharkiv alone.?*

Before the assassination, 6,790 people had been under surveillance,?** but that grew to 31,000,%*° and by
summer 4,000 were under arrest.?*® A new law systematised existing emergency legislation, but curtailed the
powers of police and gendarmes. In districts under a ‘state of emergency’ they could detain anyone they
suspected of planning a ‘state crime’, or belonging to an illegal organisation, for a week. They could recommend
that the interior minister exile them for up to five years without trial, while he and the justice minister could
transfer cases involving violence against officials to military courts martial. In places under ‘reinforced security’
police and gendarmes could detain anyone they deemed ‘politically unreliable’ for two weeks, or a month if the
governor agreed, and could search premises and sack unelected local officials. Provincial governors and
governors-general could ban meetings, close businesses, deport people, fine them up to 500 rubles and imprison
them for up to three months, and they and the interior minister could transfer cases to courts martial. In places
under ‘extraordinary security’ governors-general and military commanders could sack civil servants and elected
officials (except the top ranks), suspend publications, close educational institutions for a month, sequester the
property and income of people deemed ‘harmful to state or public security’, fine them up to 3,000 rubles,**’ and
create units of military police. Provincial governors could declare states of emergency, give police and gendarmes
more power, establish provincial security sections accountable to the Police Department in St. Petersburg,?*® and
ask for cases that might ‘disturb the public peace’ to be tried in camera, except for a member of the accused’s
family.?*® The tsar imposed ‘reinforced security’ in St. Petersburg, Moscow, Kharkiv, Poltava, Chernihiv, Kyiv,
Volhynia, Podolsk, Kherson and Bessarabia provinces, plus districts of Simferépol, Evpatoria, Yalta, Feodosia,
Perekop and Voronezh provinces, the cities of Voronezh, Berdiansk, Rostov-na-Donu and Mariupol, and the city
governorships of Odesa, Taganrog and Kerch-Enikalsk.

Anyone deemed ‘politically unreliable’ was excluded from civil and military service and educational
institutions, denied state privileges and pensions, and barred from running a bookshop, library, news paper,
journal, society or professional association. The could not give a public lecture,®° sell spirits, work in a
typographic or photographic laboratory, or practice medicine, midwifery or pharmacology without an Interior
Ministry licence. Almost 100,000 police carried out surveillance and could search homes at any hour, restrict
suspects’ movements and confiscate internal passports.?>!

The 14,000 gendarmes included 1,000 officers,?®? and the organisation now had an annual budget of one
million rubles.?®® Gendarmes operated independently of the civil administration,> but needed the governor’s
permission to act in St. Petersburg. Around 7,000 were at railway stations, 5,000 at border crossings and ports
and 2,500 in provincial sections; but most cities, large towns, and some provinces had only half a dozen.?> The St.
Petersburg headquarters had sections dealing with administration and finance, and domestic and foreign security,
while the surveillance section had charts of revolutionary and liberal groups with suspects’ names circled in red.
(The library eventually grew to half a million files and tens of thousands of dossiers, including 4,000 ‘secret
collaborators’.) Another section could exile suspects to Siberia without trial.>*®* The Moscow headquarters was
responsible for 13 provinces,?” and around a quarter of the empire was under martial law.

Successful applicants to become a gendarme were often men who had been born into a noble family and had
done well at a military college and in the army. The training lasted six months, and those who did best could
choose where to be deployed. A fileur (spinner), who was often a former junior army officer, followed suspects in
the streets and reported where they went and who they met. Gendarmes could arrest known revolutionaries on
sight and subject suspects to conditional arrest.?>® Orthodox priests swore in gendarme recruits, so Catholics and
Jews were ineligible;?* and one section at the St. Petersburg headquarters focussed on ‘Jewish affairs’.2%0

In 60 years the empire’s population had grown by 87 percent, but the Jewish community by 150 percent,?®!
and the population of the Pale, at 611 per square kilometre, was the densest in the empire.?®> No more than
three members of the Narodnaya volya EC had been Jews, but a Vilnius official noted that Jews had been
influenced by SR ‘ideals’ since 1878,% and Jews formed around 12 percent of political suspects.?®*

In Ukraine the city of Kherson had a large police force, but whole districts of the province had nine policemen
and some large towns had five, while 20 of the 70 or so troops in the district centres protected only government
buildings and banks. Elizavetgrad had large police force,?® for a population of 32,000,2%¢ since it was a garrison
town. There was a large Jewish community, but some ethnic Russians resented the success of Jewish merchants
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and alleged that Jewish councillors did not represent them. After the tsar’s assassination a brawl involved a Jew
and a Russian, and a Russian mob destroyed over 700 Jewish homes and shops.

In Kyiv, a week later, after a Russian hit a Jew, other Russians demanded free vodka from Jewish taverns. They
seriously damaged Jewish-owned buildings and warned that ‘a gang of Muscovites’ would soon arrive and start a
riot. Three days later troops guarded the Arsenal, but did not interfere next day as 4,000 rioters attacked Jewish
shops and homes and looted a Jew’s vodka warehouse. The following day a brawl involved 600 people, and a mob
destroyed a synagogue and Jewish buildings in poorer districts, including the homes of army veterans. Three Jews
and three Russians died, 187 Jews were injured, around 4,000 were homeless and 1,800 crowded into temporary
shelters under the governor’s protection. The overwhelming majority of the 1,789 rioters were Russians from Kyiv
and Chernihiv provinces, but courts later convicted 89,27 and the Kyiv police chief enforced the residence rules
until only 3,200 Jews remained in the city.?®

The government limited the number of Jewish army medical personnel to five percent,?® and barred Jews
from renting, leasing or buying land,?’° establishing new settlements, living outside large towns and shtetls (small
towns),?’t and in villages with a Russian majority,?’? unless they converted to Orthodoxy.?”®> The government
suspended Jewish mortgages and leases on land, deprived Jews of the power of attorney for managing estates,
and barred them from working on Sundays and the main Christian holidays,?”* thereby further disadvantaging
pious Jews who could not work on Saturdays or Jewish religious holidays. The government imposed a ten percent
limit on Jewish pupils in secondary schools in the Pale, five percent in schools and universities outside and three
percent in St. Petersburg and Moscow;?”® but there were international consequences to this policy.

The riots led to a reduction of 152 million rubles in the value of government bonds on the international
market.?’® Some foreign bankers refused to buy bonds or lend capital,?”” and one financed a ‘colonisation scheme’
in Palestine.?’® By summer 225,000 Jewish families had emigrated in just over 12 months;?’”° but many Russian-
speaking Jewish workers went south,?®® and weavers built a trade union in Biatystok.?8! They contributed 50
kopeks (half a ruble) a week until they raised 240 rubles, then went on strike. Other Jewish and German weavers
gave them money and refused to blackleg, so the employer gave in;?®? and this success was later noted in
periodicals published abroad which circulated illegally across the empire.?

A Narodnaya volya EC member published a leaflet claiming that the anti-Jewish riots were the beginning of a
popular revolt against the autocracy. Other EC members failed to destroy many leaflets, which influenced other
members and some in Chyornyi peredel. In Switzerland, Stefanovich denounced the leaflet as anti-Semitic, and
Axelrod and Deutsch wanted to condemn it publicly, but Zundelevich persuaded them not to do so0.%*

There were further anti-Jewish riots in Chisindau in Bessarabia and Yalta in the Crimea, but wealthy St.
Petersburg Jews gave the victims little aid. Jewish socialists in Vilnius saw themselves ‘as "men, " not as Jews’, and
believed that ‘workers of whatever religion and nation must unite’ and ‘work against the common enemy’, the
bourgeoisie. There were no restrictions on Jewish residence in Odesa,”®> and Jewish students formed armed
defence squads, but 150 were arrested and there was a riot, while fires destroyed Jewish neighbourhoods in
Minsk, Bobruisk, Vitebsk and Pinsk. Some Jewish student SRs felt they ‘belonged to the Russian people’, and ‘all
Jews were swindlers’, so they welcomed the riots. In autumn many Jews were expelled from Orel, Tambov, Kyiv,
Dubno and Warszawa provinces. By the end of the year there had been over 200 riots. At least 40 Jews had died
and tens of thousands made homeless; but the community continued to increase by 120,000 a year,?® and
socialists, some of them influenced by Marx, had built a party in neighbouring Germany.

(viii) The Socialist Workers’ Party of Germany

The German confederation of states had collapsed after a war with Austria in 1866, but by 1867 Prussia was the
strongest state in the north German confederation, which allowed four southern states to join in 1870, and in
1871 the Prussian army defeated the French army, and allowed the provisional French government’s troops to
crush the Paris Commune. The Prussian king became the Kaiser (emperor), and the Reichstag (parliament) would
be elected by men aged over 25, but the large number of the lowest tax payers, a sizeable number of the medium
tax payers and a small number of the highest payers would elect the same number of deputies. There would be a
two-stage election for each Landtag (state assembly), which would send delegates to the Bundesrat (federal
council), which would include 17 Prussians, and a majority of the 58 members could veto any Reichstag
decisions.?®’ Socialists won 124,000 votes in the Reichstag elections, or 3.2 percent of those cast, but only two, or
0.5 percent, of the 382 seats,?® since the chancellor had gerrymandered the constituency boundaries.?® Jews
were given full legal rights.?*° In 1874 socialists won over 350,000 votes, or six percent of those cast, but nine, or
2.2 percent of the 397 seats.?®! In 1875 the Allgemeiner Deutscher Arbeiterverein (The General German Workers’
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Association) formed the Sozialdemokratische Arbeiterpartei Deutschlands (The Socialist Workers’ Party of
Germany).?? Its members vowed to fight ‘by every legal means for a Free State and a Socialist Society’, demanded
state-aided socialist producers’ co-operatives and workers’ control, and aimed to ‘annul the wage system and its
iron laws’, ‘remove exploitation in every form’ and ‘abolish all social and political inequality’.**®* The SDAP soon
claimed almost 24,500 members,?®* and in 1876 it published Vorwidrts (Forward) in Leipzig.>®® In 1877 its
candidates won over 437,000 votes in the Reichstag elections, or 7.59 percent of those cast, and nine, or 2.26
percent, of Reichstag seats,?®® but it attracted a wealthy supporter.

Karl Héchberg was born in 1853,2” into a wealthy Jewish merchant family in Frankfurt. His father secured him
Swiss citizenship so he would avoid serving in the army, but when Karl was at the gymnasium his father died.?*®
Karl joined the SDAP in 1876, and published a socialist weekly, Die Zukunft (The Future), in 1877.2%°

The SDAP had 42 periodicals, and paid its leaders 300 marks a months, while the Reichstag fraktion functioned
as its Central Committee. By 1878 Vorwiirts sold 150,000 copies, but in May a former member failed to kill the
kaiser and another would-be assassin failed in June.3® The chancellor denounced the SDAP as a ‘menacing band
of robbers’, 3°* blamed them for the assassination attempts and dissolved the Reichstag. The police harassed the
SDAP, searched houses, dispersed meetings and confiscated newspapers.3> The Reichstag debated a bill to
empower the police to close socialist organisations, ban events, and, where the government imposed a ‘minor
state of siege’, deport anyone they deemed politically dangerous.3*® The former worker and Reichstag deputy
August Bebel insisted that SDAP members would ‘get together in workshops and factories, in the family circle and
in pubs’, and on Sunday walks. ‘Everyone will take two or three or perhaps a dozen pamphlets’ for ‘friends and
acquaintances in the country and the distant parts of the city’;3** but in October the Reichstag passed the
‘exceptional law’ by 221 votes to 149, and the SDAP dissolved itself before it came into force. The government
imposed a minor state of siege in Berlin and the police expelled 67 SDAP leaders. The SDAP had 47 papers, and a
dozen appeared six days a week, but the police closed Vorwidrts,3* and 44 others, and the two survivors
moderated their politics.3°® The police banned trade unions, or forced them into inactivity, often on flimsy
evidence of a link to the SDAP, but the printers’ union survived by becoming a mutual aid society.3*” The SDAP
deputy Wilhelm Liebknecht began a three-month prison term for allegedly insulting a government official, but in
summer 1879 the SDAP retained two Reichstag seats in bye-elections.3® By then the police had closed 82
periodicals and 278 other publications, so the SDAP decided to publish a paper in Switzerland, and Bebel
appointed his friend Julius Motteler as business manager to report about its staff, informers and provocateurs
(police infiltrators tasked with provoking arrestable offences).3® Héchberg helped to finance the paper and Bebel
and Liebknecht chose the aristocrat Georg von Vollmar as editor. Der Sozialdemokrat (The Social Democrat) was
printed in Zurich in autumn, but Liebknecht wrote much of it and checked the rest. Just over 1,000 copies went to
Germany and 300 to elsewhere in Europe;3° but by the end of the year the print run was 3,600.3** The paper was
legal in Switzerland, but not in Germany, so Joseph Belli organised Swiss workers to row consignments across
Lake Constance.

In 1880 Motteler, the ‘Red Postmaster’, posted a few copies to German subscribers, directly or indirectly, and
his wife put bundles in packages of every size and shape and addressed them to ‘men of trust’ in 110 towns and
cities in different handwriting. Motteler put the packages in a suitcase, bought a ticket on a fast train to a point
across the border, put the case in the luggage compartment with an envelope containing the baggage receipt and
directions, but did not board the train. If the copies were distributed the ‘man of trust’ telegraphed ‘Anna has
departed’. If some were lost, the message might be ‘Uncle sick, letter follows’. If all were lost it could be ‘Uncle
extremely ill, recovery hopeless’, so Motteler would send another package via Austro-Hungary, Belgium or
Holland. The German police sometimes interrupted the operation, but could not link it to the SDAP.

In spring, ten months before the ‘exceptional law’ was due to lapse, the Reichstag renewed it for four years
and four months.32 By summer 1,600 copies of Der Sozialdemokrat reached Germany and 600 went elsewhere.3!3
A secret SDAP conference in Schloss Wyden, Switzerland,?'* formally recognised the Reichstag fraktion as the
party’s leading body, endorsed Der Sozialdemokrat as the party organ, set up a subscription system, removed
‘legal’ from the policy of using ‘all legal means’ to gain power and planned illegal meetings in clubs, choral
societies, gymnastic organisations, beer halls and other innocent-looking organisations.3®® In autumn the
Reichstag declared a minor state of siege in Hamburg-Altona, and later extended it to Harburg. Over 100 socialists
were expelled and most left for the USA. In summer 1881, after the tsar’s assassination, the Reichstag declared a
minor state of siege in Leipzig. By autumn 600 socialists were in prison, and the SDAP lacked candidates for the
Reichstag election. Its total vote fell to almost 312,000, or 6.1 percent of those cast,?!® and its candidates won
only 12, or three percent, of the seats;3!” but German financiers had invested heavily in neighbouring Poland.

German banks and capitalists could not invest in European Russia, on account of protectionism, so they had
invested in industry in neighbouring Poland since 1877,3* and by 1882 socialist ideas had taken root there.
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(ix) Proletariat

In the 1850s the Pole Tadeusz Warynski, a Kyiv University graduate, was a well-to-do tenant farmer in Kyiv
province, and one of 26 Catholics among 3,000 Orthodox villagers. Ludwik was born in 1856. His father was
reportedly active in the 1863 Polish uprising, and by 1865 the teachers at Ludwik’s pro-gymnasium (preparatory
school) used Russian. In 1869 they were ordered to stop teaching Latin because it allegedly encouraged thoughts
of western Europe, but Ludwik and other pupils studied Polish culture in secret. In 1874 he entered St. Petersburg
Technological Institute and joined a kofo (secret circle) of Polish socialists, but was sent home for a year under
surveillance in 1875.3'° By late 1876 he worked as a locksmith in the largest metal plant in Warszawa and met
other well-educated socialists. Kazimierz Dluski, who had attended Odesa University, propagandised students
with revolutionary socialist ideas. He proposed forming workers’ kofa and became a metalworker. Henryk Duleba
left his gymnasium to work as a soap-maker; and though Kazimierz Hildt stayed at his gymnasium, he worked in a
factory part-time, while Stanistaw Mendelson, the son of a wealthy Warszawa banker, worked as a tailor.32° He
was also a student at Warszawa University, and in 1877 he helped to establish the first Polish socialist kofo.3?! In
the suburbs up to 60 young people discussed the ideas of Marx, Bakunin and Ferdinand Lassalle.3?

In autumn 1877 Warynski enrolled at Pulawy Agricultural Institute to be exempt from conscription, 3% but
returned to Warszawa by the end of the year, and joined 30 or so others who studied SR and SD ideas. They
propagandised workers at factory gates, in taverns, workers’ quarters and at the University, but Warynski insisted
on ‘No political innuendoes’. ‘Talk only of economic matters of exploitation and oppression of the workers, of
capital, of the fact that work is the only basis of wealth and gives worth to products.”3* Early in 1878 Hildt took
some of the propagandists’ manuscripts and Polish translations of German pamphlets to Leipzig, and in spring
Warynski crossed the border and brought back large numbers of books and 6,000 pamphlets. He tried to
persuade Warszawa factory workers to use their mutual aid funds to support strikes, but while most were
unenthusiastic, some formed kota of ten to 15 and elected a treasurer and an organiser. The organisers formed
their own koto and made decisions by a majority vote. Each organiser could form kota of members and non-
members, including those who did not necessarily agree with all the programme, but were willing to help in some
way. There were kota for finance, publications, propagandising, supporting arrested comrades and their families,
contacting socialists outside Warszawa and smuggling literature from Germany and Switzerland.3?® By summer
there were 300 organised workers,3?® and by autumn their programme was allegedly printed in ‘Brussels’. The
police bribed two workers to betray their koto, and made arrests, but Mendelson, Warynski and other
intelektualisci (radical intellectuals) escaped to Krakéw in Austrian-controlled Galicia.

Mendelson founded Réwnosé (Equality) in Geneva in 1879.3%7 It advocated propagandising ‘socialist principles
by word of mouth and writings’ and ‘agitation’ by ‘protests, demonstrations’ and ‘active struggle’ against the
‘social system’. Its aim was the ‘complete social equality of all citizens irrespective of sex, race or nationality’, and
the transfer of all means of production to common ownership, with ‘collective labour’ in factories, workshops and
farms. It wanted ‘federal associations with socialists in all countries’, and included the IWMA’s 1866 resolutions. It
noted the success of peaceful German and Swiss labour movements; but ‘the ineffectiveness of legal means’ in
Poland meant that socialism was achievable ‘only through social revolution’ 3%

During the 1870s the value of Polish industrial output had more than doubled from 247 to 541 million rubles.
Russia imported a quarter of Polish cotton goods, and by 1880 9,600 inspected Polish factories and workshops
employed almost 119,000 workers. The average workforce was 12, but it was 63 in Warszawa, and three cotton
mills in £6dz employed almost 1,700 between them. Around 7,500 workers in 181 Polish metallurgical factories
produced 9.3 million rubles' worth of output, while 4,400 workers in 72 machine-building plants produced almost
5.5 million rubles' worth, and Polish workers each made their employers 300 rubles a year more than their
counterparts in Russia.

Krakéw police had put Warynski and the Polish socialist intelektualisci in jail in 1879, and deported the
Russians in spring 1880.3° Warynski went to Geneva and attended a meeting of 500 socialists commemorating
the 1830 Polish uprising. He spoke in Russian, and sought to disassociate Polish workers and socialists from
nationalists, criticised the IWMA, Marx and Engels for supporting them, and praised Narodnaya volya.®*° In spring
1881 Réwnos¢ applauded the assassination of the ‘hangman’ tsar;*3! but while the new tsar stationed 240,000
Russian troops, gendarmes and police in Poland,**? they could not imprison, deport or exile socialist ideas.

Szymon Dikshtein was born into a comfortably off Jewish family in Warszawa in 1858. He entered the
University in 1872, joined a socialist koto,? by 1877, and began translating Das Kapital Volume 1,334 but in 1878
he had to escape to Geneva to avoid arrest. He co-edited Réwnosc in 1879, and his summary of Das Kapital, Kto z
czego zyje? (Who Lives By What?), appeared in Warszawa as by ‘Jan Mtot’ (Jan Hammer) in 1881.3%° A third of the
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city’s workers were in manufacturing plants, but 60 percent lived in one room. Almost 128,000 Jews formed the
largest urban community in Europe.33¢

Felix Kon was born into a Jewish family in Warszawa in 1864,%*” and in 1881 he and other Narodnaya volya
supporters at the University helped a koto of 25 Polish students at St. Petersburg University, and others in Vilnius
and Kyiv.3® Students imprisoned in Warszawa Fortress taught workers ‘the exact and deep principles of
socialism’, but late that year, when Warynski returned,®*° the large plants were laying off workers.3® A retired
Russian colonel kept a list of Jewish shops,*** and on Christmas Day an alarm panicked a large congregation in a
Catholic church and 20 died in a stampede. Outside there were rumours about Jewish pickpockets, and mobs beat
Jews and plundered their homes. For three days, as troops looked on and police impeded Jewish self-defence
groups, two Jews were killed and 24 were injured.3%?

By 1882 Duleba led a small koto of Warszawa-Vienna railway workshop machinists,**® and spoke and
distributed leaflets and pamphlets at other factories. He recruited socialist workers, including Teodor Kallenbrun,
Jozef Szmaus and Jan Ptaszynski,>* and by spring there was a koto at all the largest factories. When one German
foreman cheated workers, a blacksmith slapped his face, and managers called the gendarmes, but they retreated
from a crowd of angry workers. Two blacksmiths faced charges, but 2,000 workers demonstrated, demanding
their reinstatement and the sacking of the foreman were not intimidated when police and gendarmes surrounded
them; but while the managers conceded their demands to get them back to work, they later reneged. In summer
Duleba printed a leaflet calling on workers to ‘deal’ with managers, ‘lackeys’, ‘traitors’ and spies ‘without
witnesses or anything that could leave a trace’, and this policy influenced a new clandestine organisation.

Stanislaw Kunicki attended the St. Petersburg Road Engineering Institute and contacted Narodnaya volya. In
summer he arrived in Warszawa with the mandate of his Polish student koto and discussed forming a party with
Warynski and others. They hectographed a programme, but while the machine was theoretically capable of
printing 100 copies, 50 was the effective maximum. By autumn the manifesto of Miedzynarodowa Socjalno-
Rewolucyjna Partia ‘Proletariat’ (International Social Revolutionary Party ‘Proletariat’) circulated in Warszawa
factories and at the University. It declared its solidarity with ‘all exploited’ people and had clear aims.

(1) The self-government of political groups; (2) everybody’s participation in law-making; (3) election of civil servants; (4)
full freedom of speech, press, associations, etc., etc.; (5) full equality for women; (6) full equality of religions and
nationalities; (7) international solidarity as the guarantee of universal freedom.

Proletariat’s operational perspective involved four main elements.

(1) incite the workers against all forms of exploitation; (2) organise combinations and secret workers’ associations; (3)
terrorise capitalists and their servants for their inhuman treatment of the workers or for calling on the police during the
workers’ conflicts; (4) found, as far as possible, associations consisting of workers only.

Proletariat aimed to ‘manifest our sympathy with all those who fight against the despotic Russian government’,
‘incite the population against paying taxes’, ‘resist government orders which are directed against the workers’,
‘oppose any interference on the part of government organs in the conflict between workers and factory owners’,
join anti-government demonstrations, and ‘punish spies, traitors’ and those who ‘betray the cause’.3%®

Proletariat had a branch of Krasny Krest,3*® and its leading Warszawa workers’ committee took decisions by a
majority vote and co-opted. It aimed to organise ‘propaganda among workers’, agitate on their ‘daily interests’
and ‘not miss anything, which demonstrates the present-day misery’. Each koto of five or six workers, but never
more than ten, had a knowledgeable and reliable organiser. ‘Recognising that in some cases terror is the only
weapon against the political rulers, the capitalists, spies, etc.’, the workers’ committee published statements after
assassinations. On New Year’s Eve it called on factory and railway workers to form ‘associations for the collective
... defence of their rights and interests’, combat abuses, lead ‘every collective action or strike’ and ‘punish spies
and traitors’. Workers’ kola met weekly in pubs or restaurants at a prearranged time, and someone, often
Warynski, spoke about exploitation or read agitational literature aloud, since some workers were illiterate. They
paid five kopeks a week into a fund, and often knew little about each other, but key individuals distributed large
quantities of illegal literature and delegates formed a ‘section’.3*” The workers’ committee formed kola at the
University and at other higher educational institutions across Poland, and recruited students, school pupils,
officials and troops, and Polish émigrés in Geneva published a translation of Marx and Engels’ Manifest der
Kommunistischen Partei. In 20 years to the end of 1882 the number of inspected Polish workers had almost
trebled,3*® to 144,000 in over 9,500 factories;**° In Przedswit Mendelson argued that democracy could come to
Poland only after it was separated from the Russian empire,*° and Proletariat’s ideas had reached St. Petersburg.
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(x) Sedition in the ranks of student youth

By 1880 there were around 32,000 zemstvo (local authority) and state primary schools in European Russia,
though most had only one teacher.31.352 The 22,000 schools in rural areas of European Russia and Poland had
over a million pupils, and while 38 percent of teachers were Orthodox clergy, 30 percent were peasants,3?3
though 37 percent of the 4,900 women had only a primary education or had been taught at home.?** The rural
literacy rate averaged almost ten percent,®*® but varied from six percent in Kharkiv and Kherson provinces to 20
percent in Moscow and St. Petersburg provinces, and over a third of town-dwellers, and a higher proportion in
major cities, were literate.3®® There were 238 boys’ gymnasia,®’ and around 8,000 men were at university,
including 43 percent in St. Petersburg and Moscow, while 7,000 men were at institutes of higher education.
University scholarships averaged 62 rubles and 19.6 percent of students received tuition waivers. Nationally,
around 46 percent studied medicine, 22 percent law and 20 percent natural sciences and mathematics, and
overall state expenditure per student was 311 rubles a year;**® but only 556 students were Jews.?*° After the
tsar’s assassination in spring 1881, the government closed all the higher courses for women, except those in St.
Petersburg, but limited its enrolment, banned the study of natural science, required students to live in
dormitories or at home, provided no funds,*® and cut the number of scholarships; but male students organised
social events to raise money for them.3¢!

In autumn there were 9,344 male undergraduates in seven European Russian universities.®? They represented
less than 0.0001 percent of the population, but 15 percent pf them were from peasant, artisan or workers’
families;*®* and though there were around 2,000 women ‘auditors’, or less than 0.00002 percent of the
population, who attended university lectures, they could not take degrees.*®* Two ministers reported that many
St. Petersburg University students were from ‘an almost uneducated environment’, and the ‘outlook bequeathed
to them in their families loses any moral authority’. They had illegal mutual aid funds and held ‘disorderly’ secret
meetings, but the ministers proposed legalising funds, cheap canteens and student-run ‘courts of honour’, and
letting them to discuss ‘subjects of academic concern; but most ministers disagreed,** and repression continued.

There had been 62 legal papers in 1880, but there were 83 by the end of 1881.3% The journalist Vladimir
Korolenko had been deported to Vyatka province in 1879 for being ‘politically extremely unreliable and harmful
for public tranquillity’. In summer 1881 he refused to swear an oath of loyalty to the new tsar, and late that year
the interior minister sent him to Yakutsk with a monthly allowance of six rubles. The journalist Mikhail Borodin
was exiled on account of ‘dangerous and pernicious” manuscript about conditions in Vyatka province, but months
after he arrived in Yakutsk St. Petersburg censors allowed it to appear in Otechestvennye zapiski.3®’

The tsar had commuted Gelfman’s death sentence to exile for life in Siberia;*®® but her baby was born in a St.
Petersburg prison in autumn 1881,%%° and the authorities put it in an Orthodox foundling home.3”° Gelfman died in
prison early in 1882,3! and the baby died soon after;3’2 but terrorist ideas and methods were being challenged.

Dimitar Blagoev was born into a Bulgarian family in a Macedonian village in 1856. He attended Orthodox
schools in Istanbul, Adrianople, Gabrovo and Stara Zagora, and in 1878 he was enthusiastic about the Bulgarian
volunteers who helped Russian troops to defeat the Ottoman army. He attended a realschule in Odesa,?”® but in
1880 he somehow got around the rules and managed to enter St. Petersburg University.’’* He met Vasily
Kharitonov, a graduate of Troitsk gymnasium, and other University, Technological and Forestry Institute students
in 1881. They ran a communal kitchen,?” and read illegal philosophical and political texts, and Blagoev joined
them early in 1882.37 A police raid found SR leaflets, traced them to a legal print shop and found more;*”” but
some students smuggled handwritten and hectographed copies of the Manifest Kommunisticheskoy partii,
learned Polish to read Proletariat literature and brought in Polish workers to propagandise in factories. The police
arrested 52 intelligenty and workers, but a warrant officer’s kruzhki survived. lvan Popov believed that Narodnaya
volya’s over-centralisation and workers’ indiscipline made it easy for spies to penetrate student-led kruzhki, and
that terror ‘depleted revolutionary forces to no purpose’, but while he argued that the ‘liberation of the workers’
must be in ‘the hands of the people’, students should ‘create the foundations of a systematic revolutionary
struggle’ 38

From spring repression escalated. Almost 100,000 police were authorised to subject anyone to surveillance,
search living quarters at any hour, take passports and restrict suspects’ movements. Suspects could not hold a
government or public post, belong to private associations, teach, lecture, operate typographic or photographic
laboratories, work in libraries or deal in spirits, and they could practice medicine, midwifery or pharmacology only
under licence from the interior minister, who decided if they got mail and telegrams.>”®

The Russian army had 800,000 men and 30,000 officers, but almost 400 of those in 25 places were members or
sympathisers of Narodnaya volya, and its military organisation had kruzhki in St. Petersburg’s Artillery Academy,
Constantine Military Academy, the Engineering Academy, the Bombardiers’ Academy and the civilian
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Communications Institute. Many lieutenants and ensigns specialised in ordnance, and a navy sailors’ kruzhok on
the nearby island of Kronstadt published SR literature and planned a journal. There were similar kruzhki in Odesa,
Mykolaiv, and Thilisi, and by late that year, there were others in Vilnius, Hrodna, Dinaburg, Bobruisk, Magilod,
Minsk, Pskov, Riga and Smolensk. The Narodnaya volya EC decided to assassinate the military prosecutor in
Odesa,®° and a assassin succeeded, but failed to reach the getaway carriage. The driver ran after him, but they
were both arrested, court-martialled and hanged in days.3®!

Bogdanovich had helped to organise the tsar’s assassination, and in May Moscow police charged him with
belonging Narodnaya volya, conspiring to commit terrorist acts and running a bomb factory. He was sentenced to
death, but that was later commuted to life in Shlisselburg Fortress. (He died of tuberculosis six years later.)3?

Officially, 430 state criminals were in exile in eastern Siberia, including 123 in Kara katorga prison. In May the
state criminals in Kara heard that their heads were to be half-shaven like common criminals, and barricaded
themselves in their cells, but 800 Cossacks put them in chains and marched them out of the prison. After a convict
was flogged for smuggling out letters, 73 of the 113 remaining state criminals began a hunger strike, but
eventually gave in, and some were transferred to Alexandrovsk katorga prison. The government merged the
administration of Semipalatinsk and Akmolynsk provinces to form the governor-generalship of the Steppe,
abolished the western Siberian governor-generalship and took direct control of Tomsk and Tobolsk provinces.?®

In summer Narodnaya volya dismantled its Moscow press,* but the St. Petersburg police chief noted that the
‘inactivity, hunger, and privation’ of imprisoned students destroyed any ‘hope of advancement’ and functioned as
a ‘recruitment service, producing sedition in the ranks of student youth’.38> The Senate could suppress periodicals,
and the government established a censorship committee of three ministers and the Procurator of the Holy
Synod.?® It also secretly extended and systematised ‘perlustration’, the illegal opening, reading and copying of
letters,®® in St. Petersburg, Moscow, Odesa, Kyiv, Kharkiv, Thilisi and Warszawa post offices. The deputy interior
minister was made responsible for the Okhrana, and by the end of the year 20 so called ‘black office’ clerks had
opened 380,000 letters and copied about 3,600 of them.3®® Two soldiers charged with passing messages between
political prisoners in St. Petersburg Fortress had died in preliminary detention. Another army officer was
sentenced to six months in prison, another got four years’ katorga and some got five years, while 15 soldiers were
sent to punishment battalions.3%

Niko Nikoladze was a leading Georgian intelligent and disavowed violence, but met Vera Figner of Narodnaya
volya EC in Kharkiv, and she trusted him. In December he managed to reduce the EC’s demands to freeing one
political prisoner, granting amnesties and permitting a free press;3% but the tsar gave the police a free hand.

Late that year the rektor of Kazan University illegally deprived a student of a state bursary, and when fellow
students protested they were illegally ‘beaten, whipped, thrown on the ground, dragged about by the hair’ and
‘hauled into prison’ by police. Students hectographed leaflets and some reached St. Petersburg, where students
hectographed leaflets calling for a demonstration. On the day the police ordered them to disperse, but they
stayed put and criticised the authorities, so the police arrested and imprisoned 280. The University was closed,
and after more disturbances, the women’s medical school stopped recruiting. Police also attacked students in
Kharkiv, Yaroslavl, Moscow, and in Kyiv,*** where only half the students were gentry.3®? Student interest in
socialist ideas began to generalise; but the ideas had yet to reach many, if any, of the growing number of
industrial workers.

(xi) Russia does not have to crawl at a snail’s pace from stage to stage

During the 1870s Russian industrial production had risen by 130 percent, and by 1880 French speculators had
invested almost 27 million rubles, Britons 29 million and Germans almost 30 million, out of a total of 92 million.
Foreigners owned 17 percent of joint-stock capital and had almost 23 million rubles invested in mining and
metallurgy.3*® Around half a million workers were in 3,316 inspected enterprises, and 9.2 percent were under 15;
but many were peasants.3%

By 1881 St. Petersburg’s 928,000 inhabitants included 390,000 peasants and 240,000 workers,>*®> over 31,000
of whom were metalworkers.>* The province was sparsely populated, so employers had to pay relatively high
wages in order to attract new workers,**’ though over 70 percent, including 90 percent of textile workers,
returned to their villages for harvest.3*® There were 27 women workers for every 100 men,**° but women formed
42 percent of textile workers.*® A power-loom weaver could earn 12 to 18 rubles a month, or 15 percent more
than in 1861, but the price of staples such as rye flour had doubled and that of meat had more than trebled.*!

In the central industrial region around Moscow women formed 20 percent of textile workers in Tver province,
35 percent in Kostroma province and 36 percent in the town of Shuya in Vladimir province, but they earned eight
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rubles a month at best,*? and workplace discipline was harsh. When dirty water dripped onto one weaver’s

material she complained to her foreman about the resulting fines, but he ignored her. She followed him and told
him again, but he ‘grabbed me by the hand and flung me from the door. | hit my head on the door’ and ‘clutched
at my eyes because the blow produced sparks in my head. | went back to my machine, crying.” ‘My eye swelled
up, and now two weeks later there is still a yellow mark on my neck and under my eye’; but she dared not
complain, since she might ‘fall into the black book’.*®® Being 15 minutes late could cost a day’s pay.**

By 1882 around 74 percent of the 754,000 inhabitants of Moscow were migrant peasants.*® In just over a
decade the number of spindles in the city’s textile mills had increased by 55 percent.*®® There were 58,000 textile
workers,*” and 40 percent came from Moscow province, where a quarter of peasants were literate, as were 51
percent of Moscow’s population. Almost all handloom weavers returned to their villages in summer, but 57
percent of power loom weavers,*® including 86 percent of workers at the huge Tsindel Mill, did not. Around
83,000 of the 549,000 migrants had been in Moscow less than a year, 92,000 for five to ten years and 228,000 for
11 years or more. The median age of that year’s migrants was 25, but around 500,000 workers were separated
from their families. An average of nine people lived in each dwelling, two or three to a room, and ten percent
lived in basements, 57,000 in factory barracks and 120,000 in arteli (cooperatives). Waged workers constituted a
third of the labour force, including almost 30,000 metalworkers and machine-toolmakers. and 62 percent of
women workers were single.*® Women textile workers’ wages were between a half and two-thirds of men doing
the same job, and while a male cotton spinner spent a third of his pay on food, a woman had to spend two-thirds
of her pay to buy 71 percent of the men’s protein and 65 percent of their fats,*° so 72 percent of her calories
came from grain and nine percent from potatoes.*!! The death rate had almost equalled the birth rate for a
decade, and while almost half of the 100,000 people arriving each year were peasants, almost 100,000 left.*?

Sergey Seménov was born into a Moscow province peasant family in 1868,%2 and recalled that in the 1870s ‘all
the strong, healthy and able fled the village for Moscow, and got jobs wherever they could — some in the
factories, others as domestics. Others turned into real entrepreneurs — the carrying trades, street vending etc. All
left — men, women, boys’. Youngsters like Sergey ‘eagerly awaited the time when we would be old enough to be
fit for something in Moscow’, and he had taught himself to read by the age of 11,*** and in one provincial district
38 percent of literate workers had not been to primary school.*!> In 1880 Sergey was sent to a Moscow ribbon
factory, and ‘worked there until sowing time, when | was summoned home to help with the housework’. He went
back to Moscow to work in the same factory and stayed there all winter until Easter, then went home again. By
1882 he had worked in St. Petersburg, Poltava, Belgorod and Moscow,*® but returned to his village in summer.4*’

In autumn Moscow police arrested S.K. Belov, a Pskov province peasant, for distributing anti-government
literature, but released him after he agreed to be a spy. His information led them to an apartment where they
found the names and addresses of 46 members of Chyornyi peredel in over a dozen cities, including their Moscow
headquarters, and they arrested them all;**® but the government’s finances were precarious.

Industry could not meet domestic demand. In 1882 coal production was 3.5 million tonnes, iron 500,000
tonnes, steel 300,000 tonnes and oil 700,000 tonnes;*'° but debts incurred during the war with the Ottoman
empire still took 30 percent of the state budget, and military expenditure took 32 percent.**® Peasants’ direct tax
arrears had risen substantially in 15 years,**! and the state budget deficit was 4.6 billion rubles,*?

Professor Ivan lanzhul, a factory inspector,*?® had studied 137,000 workers in 229 factories and mills in 48
European provinces. Children aged 15 or younger formed 5.5 percent of the workforces, but only nine plants had
a school.*?* In 158 factories employing 85,000 workers, 80 of over 8,000 children were under ten, and three-
quarters were under 15, while one-third were girls. The working day averaged 12 hours; but in 34 plants it was up
to 14, in seven it was 15 or 16, and in some it was 18. Workers in a factory near Moscow were fined

for singing songs after 9.30pm, in the factory or in places not allocated for that purpose by the owner; for bringing tea,
sugar or other provisions into the workshop; for washing underclothes in the common bedrooms; for having a wash
under the pump in the court of the factory; for writing on the walls; for wandering from one workshop to another; for
singing songs during work hours; for visiting the common bedroom of married workmen (this applied to bachelors only)
or women’s apartments.

Most workers lived in barracks to save a ruble or two a month on rent. There were many verbal agreements, but
few pay books, and only 71 of the 158 factories paid wages regularly. The rest did so two or three times a year, or
at the end of the contract, so most workers were in debt to the factory shop where provisions cost up to 80
percent more than elsewhere. Children formed over a quarter of the workforces, and suffered over half the
‘accidents’, but there was no compensation. Administrators notified the zemstvo only when the injuries could not
be kept secret, and children were fined for refusing to work on Sundays and three rubles for fighting in the yard.
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The total fines could amount to thousands of rubles a year, and lanzhul concluded that the factory owner was ‘an
absolute sovereign’. If workers strike ‘he fines them ten rubles apiece; if they leave the factory grounds he fines
them one ruble each’. ‘No complaints about fines can be lodged with a magistrate’, and the owner ‘often applies
and interprets existing regulations at his own discretion’.*?® lanzhul recommended state intervention and
balanced economic development, but the government largely ignored him;*?® and SRs disagreed.

Vasily Vorontsov was born into a noble family in 1847. He later graduated from St. Petersburg’s Medical-
Surgical Academy, became a country doctor, and began to publish articles, mainly in Otechestvennye Zapiski.**’
During the 1870s he contacted SR activists, but did not join them, and later worked as an economist.*?® In 1882 he
published Sudby kapitalizma v Rossii (The Fate of Capitalism in Russia), which argued that the home market for
large-scale industry, and the potential number of peasant workers, were both limited.*?® Competing in the world
market ‘might utterly extinguish the weak sparks of our scarcely awakening capitalism’, but Russia could ‘make

use of all the forms created in the west and does not have to crawl at a snail’s pace from stage to stage’.**°

(xii) A specifically Russian and historically inevitable mode of action

In 1880 Marx and Engels had refused to contribute to the SDAP’s Der Sozialdemokrat, even though Héchberg had
no editorial control.**! In spring Engels privately referred to Héchberg as ‘moneybags’, and argued that the ‘old
party’ was ‘finished’. In spring 1881 Marx thought the Narodnaya volya assassins were ‘heroic’ at their trial. Their
‘vigorous action’ and ‘manifestoes of exquisite “moderation’ showed they were ‘at pains to teach Europe that
their modus operandi is a specifically Russian and historically inevitable mode of action’, while Chyornyi peredel
were ‘muddle-headed anarcho-syndicalists’ whose influence on the ‘theatre of war’ was ‘ZERO’.43?

In summer the Chyornyi peredel’s Stefanovich left Switzerland, returned to Russia and joined Narodnaya
volya.®®® Only a lack of money prevented Zasulich and Deutsch from following him.*** And when Axelrod arrived in
Zurich,** he believed that Russia was ‘living through the eve of a major revolution’.*3®

In Russia Elizaveta Durnovo, Chyornyi peredel’s main source of finance, was arrested.*®” A leaflet, bearing the
name of Zemlia i volya, opposed anti-Jewish riots, but criticised the ‘Jew-kulak’. Late that year Zerno (Seed)
guestioned whether a kulak was any better than a factory owner who did not ‘flinch before extracting from the
workers the last penny of his wages?’ ‘Even among the Jews there are many who must live by their labour and
who are opposed by their wealthy fellow Jews’.*3® The third Chyornyi peredel turned out to be the last.**®

At Lavrov’s suggestion Marx and Engels had written a preface for Zasulich’s translation of their Manifest der
Kommunistischen Partei, and early in 1882 it appeared anonymously in Narodnaya volya in St. Petersburg.*° They
doubted whether the peasant commune, ‘even if greatly undermined’, could ‘pass directly to the higher form of
communist ownership’, but if a ‘revolution becomes the signal for a proletarian revolution in the West, so that
the two complement each other, the present Russian common ownership of land may serve as the starting point
for communist development’. They believed that the tsar was ‘a prisoner of the war of the revolution’ in
Gatchina, and Russia ‘formed the vanguard of revolutionary action in Europe’.**! Engels thought it was ‘a question
of months’ before ‘the avant-garde of the revolution will be going into battle’; and in spring he and Marx were
‘proud to find ourselves contributors’ to Narodnaya volya.**

In Switzerland Zasulich welcomed what she took to be Marx and Engels’ ‘confirmation of one of the basic
propositions’ of herself and the other former terrorist émigrés,*** and believed the dissolution of the peasant
commune was inevitable.*** In summer her Russian Manifest Kommunisticheskoy partii appeared in Geneva, and
included Marx and Engels’ preface, Marx’s IWMA rules and his Der Biirgerkrieg in Frankreich. Plekhanov’s
introduction acknowledged that ‘the final goal must be the same for socialists of all countries’, and Russian
socialists had to study Marx and Engels’s works, but the Russians’ tasks ‘differ essentially from those of our
western-European comrades’, because there was no large industrial proletariat.*** He attempted a reconciliation
with the Narodnaya volya EC, despite unresolved differences, but he failed;**® and by the end of the year he was
sure that Russia had ‘come upon the path of her natural law of development’, since ‘other paths’ were closed.*’

Vorontsov had mentioned ‘socialists of the Marxian school’, and late that year, in London, Marx, crowed that
‘recent Russian publications, printed in Holy Russia, not abroad, show the great run of my theories in that
country’. It gave him satisfaction to ‘damage a power, which, besides England, is the true bulwark of the old

society’, and Engels believed that the Russian terrorists were ‘on the eve of victory’.*4®
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2. The Emancipation of Labour Group

(i) A social revolutionary party for a social democratic period

Early in 1883 the Russian government merged the Departments of Executive and State Police as the Department
of Police, with its headquarters in St. Petersburg, and appointed a ‘secret police inspector’.!

1. To investigate, with the help of special active collaborators, quarrels and disputes amongst diverse revolutionary
groups.

2. To spread false rumours to threaten and terrorise the revolutionary milieu.

3. To transmit accusations that the most dangerous revolutionaries were spying for the police and, at the same time,
to discredit revolutionary proclamations and various printed organs by depicting them as provocations of the secret
police.

The Okhrana’s annual budget for was over one million rubles,? and Figner, the last active founder-member of the
Narodnaya volya EC, was arrested in February.}

In spring Engels sent Marx’s 1877 draft letter about the commune to the former Russian SR terrorists in
Switzerland. Marx died days later,* and next day Eleanor Marx received a telegram from Russia.

Please be so kind as to convey to Mr. Engels, author of The Working Classes in England and intimate friend of the late Karl
Marx, our request that he lay a wreath on the coffin of the unforgettable author of Capital bearing the following
inscription:

In memory of the defender of workers’ rights in theory and their implementation in practice the students of the
Petrovsky Agricultural Academy in Moscow.

Mr. Engels is requested to tell us his address and the cost of the wreath. The amount due will be forwarded to him
without delay.®

By summer Engels believed that ‘A shell between the legs of Alexandr I’ would make ‘all prison doors in Europe
and Asia’ ‘fly open’, except for those in Ireland;® and when Lopatin of the Narodnaya volya EC visited London in
autumn he found that Engels believed that it was vital to ‘cause disorder’ in order to make the tsar convene a
constituent assembly: ‘Everything now depends on what is done in the immediate future in St. Petersburg’.”

In Russia 29-year-old Vasily Ignatov,® a landowner’s son,’ sent 500 rubles to Plekhanov, Deutsch, Axelrod and
Zasulich. After Ignatov attended a student demonstration and was deported, he escaped to Switzerland,*® and
gave the émigrés 1,500 francs.!! They did not describe themselves ‘Social Democratic’, for fear of alienating SR
intelligenty by appearing to identify with the German SDs,*? but chose the name of Gruppa osvobozhdenie truda
(The Emancipation of Labour Group).* The GOT announced that they were ‘breaking with the old anarchist
tendencies’ and their Library of Contemporary Socialism would include the ‘most important works’ of Marx and
Engels and original works of ‘scientific socialism’.* Their focus would be on ‘spreading socialist ideas in Russia’ to
help to organise a ‘workers’ socialist party’ based on three main principles.

i. The economic emancipation of the working class will be achieved only by the transfer to collective ownership by the
working people of all means and fruits of production and the organisation of all the functions of social and economic
life in accordance with the requirements of Society.

ii. The modern development of technology in civilised societies not only furnishes the material opportunity for such
organisation but makes it necessary and inevitable for solving the contradictions which hinder the peaceful and all-
round development of those societies.

iii. This radical economic revolution will entail the most fundamental changes in the entire constitution of social and
international relationships.

The GOT supported both the ‘great principles’ of the IWMA and ‘terrorist struggle’, and agreed with Narodnaya
volya that the ‘underdeveloped’ bourgeoisie was ‘incapable of taking the initiative’, but disagreed about the
‘seizure of power by the revolutionary party’. Instead the ‘socialist intelligentsia’ was ‘obliged to head the
contemporary emancipation movement’ and ‘immediately set to work to organise the workers in our industrial
centres’ into a network of kruzhki, with a ‘social and political programme that corresponds to the present-day
needs of the entire class of producers’ and to inculcate ‘the basic tasks of socialism’. A detailed programme would
be possible only when the working class was ‘united in its own party’, and meanwhile the GOT would aim

20



propaganda ‘primarily at the most advanced stratum of the population, the industrial workers’, who could
influence the peasantry; though this policy would change ‘if an independent revolutionary movement emerges
among the peasantry’ .*®

The GOT’s first pamphlet was Plekhanov’s Sotsializm i politicheskaya borba (Socialism and the political
struggle),*® which argued that there was ‘no essential difference between Russian history and that of the West’.”
Narodnaya volya had opened ‘the epoch of conscious political struggle’,*® but trying to ‘replace the initiative of a
class by that of a committee’ was dictatorial and utopian. Since ‘bourgeois revolution’ would be the ‘immediate
prologue’ to a ‘workers’ revolution’,’® intelligenty had to build a ‘social revolutionary party’ for a ‘Social-
Democratic period’.?°

Zasulich told Engels that a translation of his Die Entwicklung des Sozialismus von der Utopie zur Wissenschaft
(The Development of Socialism from Utopia to Science) was in the press and Marx’s Lohnarbeit und Kapital (Wage

Labour and Capital) would follow.?

(ii) Underground Russia

In autumn 1881 the assassin Kravchinsky had escaped to Milan, where he published articles exposing the
autocracy’s brutality, and in 1882 he published La Russia Sotterranea under the pseudonym of ‘Stepniak’ (Man of
the Steppes).?

Lavrov’s preface noted that most political defendants were ‘no longer apostles who impart ideas to the people
developed in an atmosphere not their own’, but ‘men sprung from the people themselves, upon whom it used to
be said, until lately, the Revolutionary propaganda had taken no hold’. Kravchinsky argued that ‘genuine Nihilism’
was ‘the negation in the name of individual liberty, of all the obligations imposed upon the individual by society,
by family life, and by religion’. There was ‘no country in the world where, among the cultivated classes, religion
has such little root’ as Russia, and among those ‘with any education at all, a man who is not a materialist, a
thorough materialist, would really be a curiosity’. ‘No father now threatens to cut off the hair of his daughter if
she wishes to go to St. Petersburg to study medicine, or follow the higher courses there of the other sciences. A
young girl is no longer compelled to fly from her father’s house’, and female Nihilists ‘no longer need to have
recourse to “fictitious marriages”’. The ‘Revolutionary nation’ was ‘a very large party’ of ‘hundreds of thousands,
perhaps even millions of men, disseminated everywhere’. Most supporters did not ‘take a direct part in the
struggle’, but they could ‘maintain a militant organisation’ with limited numbers and ‘entrusts its interests and its
honour, its hatred and its vengeance, to those who make the Revolution their sole and exclusive occupation’. The
‘real Revolutionary party’ was a minority: ‘it always has been, and will always be, while the present conditions of
the struggle last’, because of the ‘continual changes of dress, of place, of lodgings’, ‘only to be abandoned,
perhaps, in turn a week afterwards’. Machiavelli was correct about secret societies, ‘the many ruin them’, but ‘the
few are not enough’; yet there was ‘no country in the world where the peasantry would be so ready to accept the
principles of Federative Socialism’. Kravchinsky had propagandised peasants in the early 1870s, and recalled that
‘the news immediately spreads throughout the village, and half an hour afterwards the hovel is full of bearded
peasants, who hasten to listen to the new-comer without warning either him or his host. When the hovel is too
little to hold all this throng, he is taken to the communal house, or into the open air, where he reads his books,
and makes his speeches’. Though ‘society remains with arms folded, to see what the Terrorists will do. In secret it
rubs its hands, and not only does not denounce the Terrorists, but willingly assists them, if not restrained by fear,
because it feels that they are working for its own advantage’. The government was like ‘a hated foreigner in a
conquered country’ and its position was ‘untenable’. ‘By yielding to the legitimate requests of the nation, by
conceding the most elementary political rights demanded by the times in which we live, and by civilisation,
everything will enter upon a peaceful and regular course.” The terrorists ‘will be the first to throw down their
deadly weapons, and take up the most humane, and the most powerful of all, those of free speech addressed to
free men.’ Terror, ‘directed against the whole body of Government officials’ would leave Russia ‘strewn with dead
bodies’, since ‘the Governors, the Gendarmes, the Procurators, the Judges, could not all have their Gatchina’, and
there were ‘whispers’ of ‘agrarian Terror’ against landowners.?

In spring 1883 Kravchinsky went to Geneva, but declined the invitation to join the GOT, and left for London,
where he published his book as Underground Russia.?* He had agreed to publish a journal with Plekhanov and
Lavrov, and to help to establish a foreign section of Krasny Krest, headed by Zasulich and Lavrov.?®

During 1883 almost 20,000 people were exiled to Siberia without trial, and up to 1,900 were sentenced to
katorga. There were now 3,000 in katorga prisons and others at the salt-works or the Kara gold-washings, where
almost 2,000 worked all day for four months when the water was free of ice, up to their knees or stomachs in icy
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water, and many were in chains, then slept in sodden clothes. That year 104 of the 846 state criminals in Kara
katorga prison died;?® but early in 1884 the foreign section of Krasny Krest closed for lack of money.

Axelrod later recalled that Deutsch took responsibility for ‘all the material and administrative tasks’ associated
with the GOT in Switzerland, with ‘inexhaustible energy’, and had ‘established ties that might, by any chance
whatever, be useful to us’. He managed the press, sought financial donations, corresponded with ‘revolutionary-
minded youth’ in several Russian cities and distributed publications; but in February 1884, when he was trying to
smuggle literature into Russia via Freiburg, the German police arrested him.?” The GOT had no more than ten
supporters in the Russia, and none in St. Petersburg,?® but they had written to the addresses they had, outlined
their aims and hoped to recruit 300-400 supporters in three to four years. By spring the responses encouraged
them to send their printer, Saul Grinfest, to Vilnius, St. Petersburg and Moscow, but Kénigsberg police intercepted
the supply of GOT literature, and Moscow police arrested Grinfest’s contacts, thanks to a spy.?°

Anna Serebriakova (as she became) was born in Tobolsk province, and during the 1870s she was educated in
Moscow. She consequently entered a marriage of convenience with P.A. Serebriakov, and in the early 1880s, after
he bought type for an illegal press, he was briefly arrested. The police hounded him to be a spy until he had a
nervous breakdown, and Serebriakova agreed to be a spy in Krasny Krest instead; but the police hounded the
couple again, so she agreed to be a spy in revolutionary kruzhki.*® She collected and distributed funds, illegal
literature and forged passports, and revolutionary intelligenty met at her home;3! but a kruzhok of revolutionary
students operated independently.

(iii) The Society of Translators and Publishers

Early in 1884 Vasily Raspopin led a kruzhok of Siberian students at Moscow University.3? They read Kapital and
insisted on the centrality of the working class in the struggle for socialism, but anticipated a ‘military revolution’,
so they propagandised soldiers, students and workers. Their lithograph could produce up to 100 leaflets at a
time, and they described foreign workers’ achievements and called for self-education, solidarity and workers’
strike funds;3* and they organized intelligenty kruzhki at the Military Law Academy, the Technological Institute
and the higher courses for women.?® They believed Narodnaya volya had ‘degenerated into impatience’, though
terror might be needed, while Plekhanov underestimated the peasantry, and failed to apply Marx’s ideas to
Russia. L.F. Yanovich, a Lithuanian student at the Petrovsky Academy, tried to organise a union of higher
education institutions and financed Obshchestvo perevodchikov i izdateli (The Society of Translators and
Publishers). They published Plekhanov’s Sotsializm i politicheskaya borba, translations of Marx’s Lohnarbeit und
Kapital and Der Biirgerkrieg in Frankreich, Engels’ Zur Wohnungsfrage (On the Housing Question),*® Die
Entwicklung des Sozialismus von der Utopie zur Wissenschaft, and part of Die Lage der arbeitenden Klasse in
England.®” By spring N.A. Yankovskaya had lithographed the GOT’s Manifest Kommunisticheskoy partii, works by
Lavrov and the SDAP’s Liebknecht, plus three volumes of a magazine and leaflets for workers.®

Establishing a periodical required petitioning the local censors. The petition had to include the periodical’s
programme, its subscription price, the frequency of publication, documents about the identity of the editor and
publisher and the printer’s name. The censors also consulted the police to determine the petitioner’s political
sympathies and reliability. If all that was satisfactory, they required a signed agreement that the rights would not
be transferred without their approval. They would reach a preliminary decision, seek approval from St.
Petersburg, and if that came they would issue a licence.®® By 1885 there were 44 censors,’® based in St.
Petersburg, Moscow, Kharkiv, Kazan, Tartu, Warszawa, Riga, Odesa and Thilisi, while provincial vice-governors,
police chiefs or other government officials acted as censors elsewhere.** Between them they had banned 800
periodicals, including many from the 1860s, and 125 books, including Adam Smith’s 1779 Wealth of Nations.*? The
police discovered that 20 University zemliachestva (mutual aid associations of students from the same province
or provinces) had formed six kruzhki. Members donated two percent of their income, and half went to needy
students, 15 percent to purchase periodicals and 20 percent for publishing,** and closed the press, but Society
publications had reached St. Petersburg, Kyiv, Kharkiv, Odesa, Rostov-na-Donu, Perm, Orenburg and elsewhere.**

In summer the interior minister purged public libraries and reading rooms of Marx’s works,* and banned 300
other books.* The tsar raised university fees from 40 to 60 rubles a year,* and banned student-run organisations
and events without an ‘academic character’, even if they ‘pursued no harmful goals’. Government-appointed
rektors could not to communicate with the education minister directly, and rektors and faculty councils could not
disburse funds, while lectures had to ‘serve the interests of the state’. Rektors could appoint inspectors and
administrators to award scholarships, and rektors and inspectors could imprison students for four weeks, and
suspend, expel and bar them, while students had to pass a state examination administered by external examiners
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to graduate. Would-be students from peasant and townsmen’s families would need a certificate that freed them
from obligations to pay taxes, and another from the police confirming their political reliability. They had to
register with the police at the start of each term and wear a visored cap, blue tunic and green trousers, to make
them easily identifiable to the police and their spies.*®

In autumn the number of first-year university students fell to around 3,900, nationally,*® but 80 percent of the
2,700 at St. Petersburg University were from modest backgrounds, and one of the 15 illegal zemliachestva
included 500 from the Don, Kuban, Perm and western Siberian provinces, and 250 from Poland. The
Studencheskaya korporatsya (Student Corporation) had 50 members and 20 ‘candidates’, and sought ‘peaceful
goals’ by ‘conspiratorial’ means. Their library had most Russian and western European works on political economy
and social theory, and SR students failed to discourage or marginalize those who propagandised workers.>°

In five years 99,000 inspected Russian workers had been involved in 101 strikes,*® including recent ones
Moscow, Tver and Vladimir provinces.>> Many power loom weavers worked all year, because employers wanted
the maximum profit from their investment in expensive machinery. Over 20 percent of weavers who had worked
in the same mill for 25 years were the likeliest to leave for harvest, but a quarter went for six weeks or less,>
mainly to renew their internal passports, since many had no land or house in their native village. Around 63
percent had started factory work when they were juveniles and another 27 percent before they were 25. Half of
their fathers had worked in factories, so they considered themselves ‘cooked in the factory boiler’.>*

That year 303 political suspects were sentenced without trial. The government had merged the Justice
Department and Police Department,® but the tsar hardly ever met the chief of the Okhrana.>®

The German chancellor had agreed to extradite suspected Russian terrorists,> on condition that they faced
trial, and Deutsch was taken to Odesa, where he was sentenced to 13 years and four months of katorga in Siberia.
He was taken to a Moscow prison for eight months, and in spring 1885 the state criminals were able to take their
books, and when one asked an official if he could take Kapital, he was told to hand it to the convoy commander
who looked after their money. At the end of the year, after a seven-month walk, Deutsch found that Siberia was
‘perhaps the only place where one could study the history of Russian Socialism from the testimony of personal
experience’. Few had read Marx, and those who knew his ideas dismissed them, but Deutsch had a copy of
Plekhanov’s Sotsializm i politicheskaya borba.>®

(iv) Our Differences

By early 1885 Zasulich was ill in Switzerland, but Axelrod raised enough money from students and émigrés to
publish Plekhanov’s Nashi raznoglasya (Our Differences).> It argued that workers had to emancipate themselves,
and could learn to organise a revolution only through struggle. Socialist intelligenty had to understand what
workers wanted, help them to consolidate their class-consciousness and build a party, led by workers, to ‘draw
the countryside into the channel of the world-wide historic movement’'.®® Axelrod’s Rabochee dvizhenie i
sotsialnaya demokratia (The Workers’ Movement and Social Democracy) stressed that the ‘workers’ intelligentsia’
should not be ‘trailing after the tail’ of intelligenty; and used simple language and concrete examples.®!

In St. Petersburg Kharitonov’s kruzhok included 15 or 16 male and female students, an engineer-architect, a
journalist and two Chyornyi peredel survivors who had gone underground, but no factory workers.®? Blagoev
supported the village commune;®® but when he and Kharitonov read the GOT’s draft programme they told them
that they understood the need for a ‘strong labour organisation to force home the attacks’ to win concessions,
and they focused on workers’ demands.®* Their draft programme acknowledged that the state underpinned class
rule, but the working class was being ‘organised, through the socialisation of labour, into large units of
production’, and ‘through long suffering’ it would ‘come to the idea of socialism’. That would lead to the
‘expropriation of the tools of production (factories and plants)’ and ‘state ownership’, and they favoured both
industrial and agricultural arteli. They wanted ‘freedom of conscience, speech, the press, education and
assembly’, a federal state, a democratically-elected national assembly, local self-government, tax reform and the
‘transformation of the standing army into a militia’. Terror was permissible for ‘self-defence against spies’ and the
‘higher administration’, but the ‘immediate task’ was to organise kruzhki of intelligenty with ‘complete
autonomy’, linked to a ‘centre’ of ‘representatives’ with no ‘compulsory power’. They aimed to get ‘material
assistance’, build libraries and form kruzhki of workers who were capable of being ‘moulded into active
members’, then bring about ‘the unification of the largest possible number’ of ‘prepared’ workers and ‘the most
suitable elements of the peasantry’ into a ‘workers’ party’. The potential for propagandising soldiers was limited,
but ‘prepared’ workers should propagandise officers.
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Blagoev told the GOT that they had ‘much in common’ and that Nashi raznoglasya was a ‘radical instrument’
for ‘clearing up’ the ‘mental confusion’ of Narodnaya volya.®® Axelrod and Plekhanov sent articles,®” and
Kharitonov printed up to 300 copies of Rabochy (The Worker). It argued for socialist intelligenty to lead ‘class-
conscious’ workers and peasants and to begin ‘transforming the state for the benefit of the people’, but it
acknowledged that without civic freedom there could be ‘no security’ or progress to ‘final demands’.®

The GOT acknowledged that workers’ kruzhki had to be ‘tightly bound together’, and terror might be
necessary.®® A ‘communist revolution’ would lead to the ‘transfer to social ownership of all the means and objects
of production’ and ‘a new system of social production’ through ‘direct popular legislation’. Many Russian
intelligenty were timid or naive, and revolutionaries received ‘almost no support, sympathy or understanding’
from peasants, so socialist intelligenty had to spread socialist ideas to workers, agitate and build a ‘workers’
party’. “‘Thrown out of the village as an impoverished member of the commune, the proletarian will return to it as
a Social Democratic agitator’ and ally with the ‘poorest part of the peasantry’; but to ‘consolidate’ a revolution
there would have to be revolutions in ‘several civilised countries’. Hectographed copies of the GOT’s revised
programme circulated widely across the Russian empire.’® Ignatov left Switzerland for Egypt, hoping to recover
from tuberculosis, but died there.”*

In London Engels believed the ‘rapid disintegration’ of the Russian village commune was increasing the
number of landless peasants, so the empire was ‘a charged mine’ and ‘all that is needed is to apply the match’;
but while a ‘handful of men’ could ‘release, by a single and intrinsically insignificant act, explosive forces which
later become uncontrollable’, those who ‘boasted of having effected a revolution have always found on the
morrow’ that the results bore ‘no resemblance at all to what they intended’.” In spring he published Marx’s Das
Kapital Volume 2 in Hamburg. It noted that Russian cottage industry was part of ‘capitalist production’ and
artisans were ‘more dependent on merely accidental subsidiary employments’.”® Russian censors saw the book as
a ‘serious piece of economic research’ that was ‘comprehensible only to specialists’, and passed it, and smugglers
brought the GOT’s translation of Marx’s critique of bourgeois philosophers;’* but it was a Russian SR intelligent
who produced a pamphlet that workers could easily understand.

(v) Tsar Hunger

Abram Bakh was born into a Jewish family in Rostov-na-Donu in 1857.7° He graduated from a gymnasium, entered
Kyiv University in 1875 and worked as a tutor to make ends meet. He became politically active in 1878, but the
University suspended him for three years, barred him from attending any higher educational institutions,’”® and
deported him to Vologda province,”” where he developed tuberculosis. In 1882 he was allowed to return to Kyiv
University, joined Narodnaya volya, propagandised workers and was an EC member by 1883.7® He led workers’
kruzhki in Kazan, Rostov-na-Donu and other southern cities,” and began with legal publications, then raised social
and political issues and introduced illegal literature, including the Narodnaya volya programme,®® but opposed
terrorism. He took ideas from Kapital and explained the labour theory of value, the division of labour, exchange,
commodities, surplus value, the conflict between capital and labour and socialism. He raised issues from the
worker’s perspective, and used accessible language, so the workers asked for his notes.®! Bakh published Tsar-
golod (Tsar Hunger), which argued that ‘the tremendous amount of energy’ involved in a ‘united protest of the
workers’ should be turned against ‘the whole class of employers’ and the state that supported them.® Early in
1884 he went to St. Petersburg and was tasked with establishing a press to produce Narodnaya Volya. He
returned to Rostov-na-Donu and he and Raisa Krantsfeld produced the tenth issue in summer. Bakh and Genrieta
Dobruskina selected literature for workers, including the hectographed Tsar-golod, Manifest Kommunisticheskoy
partii and a popularisation of Kapital.® Terror remained influential, but the EC was in trouble.

Maria Olovennikova had been born in Orel province in 1850.8* She later became an SR,% was involved in
attempts to free defendants in 1878,%¢ and by 1881 she was a member of the Narodnaya volya EC.#” In autumn
1882 the EC’s Tikhomirov left Russia, and from spring 1883 he and Lavrov issued Vestnik ‘narodnoi voli' (The
Messenger of the ‘People’s Will’) in Paris.® Olovennikova joined Tikhomirov, but in January 1884 they dissolved
the EC, but stayed in Paris to be responsible for members’ addresses and Narodnaya volya, which was printed in
Geneva, while 17 others would operate as a ‘commission’ headed by Lopatin in Russia.

When Lopatin arrived in Moscow he insisted on using his own name, visited friends, slept at their houses, ate
in the students’ refectory where police spies were common, and antagonised young comrades with his arrogance.
In summer he visited groups in Odesa, Kharkiv and Rostov-na-Donu, and tried to link them with Moscow.®
Narodnaya volya students were building workers’ kruzhki in Luhansk, and robbing to finance presses and bomb
factories.®® Lopatin wanted to assassinate senior government officials, while younger comrades favoured
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‘economic terrorism’ against factory owners, foremen and landlords; but they agreed to rejoin Narodnaya volya
and get a press and dynamite for Lopatin.

Blagoev had been marginally involved in printing what turned out the be the last Narodnaya volya,®* and
copies reached Russia by autumn.®? It blamed the party’s decline on the weakening of trust and discipline.®® Soon
after, when Lopatin was in St. Petersburg and carrying dynamite caps, revolutionary leaflets and the uncoded
names and addresses of members and sympathisers, the police arrested him.% He got the list to his mouth, but
they overpowered him before he could swallow it.** It contained 101 addresses,’® and the police rounded up 500
members,®” including survivors of the military organisation.”® Bakh and Krantsfeld escaped arrest and retained
their press,®® but Tikhomirov was under pressure.

Petr Rachkovsky was born in 1853 and had a private tutor as a boy. He became a postal worker in Kyiv
province by 1867, and a postal investigator in Archangelsk province in 1877. In 1879 a police spy heard drunken
students describe him as a leader of revolutionary kruzhki, and the police arrested him, but he claimed to be in
contact with the GOT, so they let him go and arrested the students instead.'® He drifted to Vilnius and Krakéw,
but in 1881 he applied to join the ‘Holy Brotherhood’, a self-appointed protection force for the new tsar. In 1882
the head of St. Petersburg Okhrana offered him a job, and he rapidly became his right hand man.'®* In summer
1883 the Okhrana set up a Zagraichnaia Agentura (Foreign Agency) in the Russian embassy in Paris, and appointed
Rachkovsky as its head in summer 1884.1%2 He hired retired French detectives, cooperated with the Sireté,**® and
put Tikhomirov under constant surveillance. His letters were intercepted and his money transfers disrupted, and
doctors refused to treat his sick child.?%

In Russia a Pskov peasant had been charged with distributing anti-government literature, but agreed to work
for the police, and led them to an apartment where they found the names of 46 Narodnaya volya members in a
dozen cities, and they arrested them all and destroyed the central organisation in Moscow.'® In autumn the EC
member Figner, another female comrade, six officers and two other men were sentenced to death. Notices of the
trial and reports of the proceedings did not appear in the papers, but eight days later the women’s sentences
were commuted to katorga for life. Two days after that their arms and legs were fettered and they were marched
out of prison between two lines of soldiers, and taken to Shlisselburg Fortress,'% which contained 40 new solitary
cells.’” Some SRs who had formerly been workers had been there a long time.

(vi) Kill me, but do not beat me!

Ippolit Myshkin was born in Moscow into the family of a non-commissioned army officer,'% and a serf woman.®®
Myshkin later became a registered townsman, 11° and spent three years at a military school, but could not enter a
gymnasium because of his origins. He wanted to be ‘useful’ to his class, and to enter a military secondary school
to train as a primary school teacher. The War Ministry excluded poorer students,'! but he trained as a scribe and
stenographer,'? worked for the General Staff and the tsar commended him in 1866.1'* By 1873 Myshkin
considered himself a socialist,’'* and contacted Chaikovsky’s SR kruzhok,'*> which lacked legal literature, so
Myshkin set up a press in an Arbat district commune.*® An imprisoned kruzhok member in Saratov sent a letter to
Myshkin via a warder, and gendarmes raided his shop,'” but he escaped.’®® In 1874 the government feared 37
provinces were ‘infected’ with socialist ideas,'’® and the police traced books in a Saratov shop to Myshkin’s
press.’?’ By 1875 he had was a student at St. Petersburg Technological Institute, but later went to Irkutsk, became
a gendarme, made himself useful, had the freedom of the office, stole blank forms and a captain’s uniform,
authorised himself to escort Chernyshevsky, resigned, and went to Viluisk. An official thought it odd that a
gendarme captain on an important errand had no escort, and wanted to send his papers to the Governor.
Myshkin volunteered to take them, but the official insisted on an escort of two Cossacks. On the journey Myshkin
ran into the forest, wounded a Cossack and escaped, but was captured and sent to St. Petersburg Fortress.'?!

By 1877 over 87 percent of the SR prisoners whose details are known were under 30: 38 percent were
between 21 and 25 and over 27 percent were 20 or younger.'?2 The police list included 1,665, but they charged
612 men and 158 women, bailed 452 pending trial, and kept 265 in prison, and though 53 subsequently
escaped,'® over 70 went insane, committed suicide,** or died from exposure or malnutrition.!? Arrested textile
workers outhnumbered the 140 metalworkers, but only textile workers were sent for trial.!?® In autumn Zheliabov
and others out on bail were put in the House of Preliminary Detention, where they discussed the indictment and
decided that Myshkin would make a speech.'?” The trial of 193 SRs began before a special bench of senators, who
sat without a jury.!® The hall was large enough only for the defendants and officials,’?® and there was no
stenographer, so defence lawyers asked for permission to make a shorthand record. The government newspaper
printed only the indictment in full,*® and other papers could publish only what it printed.!3! The defendants had

25



‘Deathly pale faces, greenish-yellow, some of them swollen, some of them emaciated.' Some were on crutches.
Others ‘coughed terribly’, because they were approaching death, and ‘looked eagerly around as if seeking support
from their comrades who were in good health’; but none paid any attention to the judges. Next day they were
split into groups, but Myshkin explained why they could not listen to the indictment and addressed the judges ‘as
a judge usually addresses a defendant’.’3 On the third day the judges announced that they would try 17 groups
separately,’®® but Myshkin demanded that they be tried together. A judge exclaimed: ‘But this is a revolution!
Three-quarters of the defendants refused to attend the court,*** but Myshkin reported back to them.?> He told
the court he was a member of the ‘Social-Revolutionary Party’,'*® and accused it of being ‘worse than a house of
ill-fame; there they sell only bodies, but here you prosecute honour, and justice, and law!’*¥” Defendants kept one
gendarme away, but Myshkin was dragged out shouting about senators who, ‘out of cowardice and servility and
the hope of promotion and decorations’, were ‘selling truth and justice’.'® Early in 1878 he was sentenced to ten
years’ katorga.’®® The court petitioned the tsar for leniency, except for Myshkin,**® who was sent to Kharkiv
prison. Soon after he struck the prison priest in the face, hoping to be shot, but large numbers of deaths and
cases of insanity had prompted officials to inspect the prison. They found it unfit for human habitation and the
ordered that the prisoners be sent to Kara in Siberia. After one prisoner died at Irkutsk on the journey, Myshkin
delivered a funeral oration, and was given a further 15 year sentence. In spring 1882 he and seven other state
criminals escaped, but they were all captured, in spite of the fact that they had daggers and revolvers. Myshkin,
who had reached Vladivostok, was sent to Shlisselburg Fortress near St. Petersburg.!*! In the next two years he
tried ‘several times to instigate a general revolt against its murderous regime’, but received no support. When
more political prisoners were sent there, Myshkin insulted an official, hoping to be tried so he could reveal the
prison’s ‘cruel secret’ and win ‘an easier lot for his comrades’. After Figner arrived, late in 1884, she heard ‘metal
dishes falling on the floor, sounds of scuffling, and a nervous, half-strangled voice crying, “Kill me, but do not beat
me!”’1%2 Myshkin was condemned to death by court martial and shot;'** and Narodnaya volya had collapsed. Bakh
had concluded that Narodnaya volya had ‘outlived its era’, and emigrated.'*

Ziber had resigned from Kyiv University in 1875 and left for Switzerland. He met Marx and Engels in London in
1881, and published a book in St. Petersburg in 1885. He argued that since Russian capitalism was in its infancy,
and socialism was a long way off,'* and though Danielson published a translation of Das Kapital Volume 2 in St.
Petersburg,'* the police and gendarmes still focussed on SRs, since they believed that SDs were ‘theoreticians’
and ‘not dangerous’. From Paris Tikhomirov advised Narodnaya supporters in Russia to ignore the GOT; but their
publications were influential, and he eventually approved joint work.*” The police intercepted BlagoeV’s letters to
Tikhomirov and Lavrov in Paris, and they deported Blagoev to Bulgaria, where he wrote to Plekhanov that a
Russian socialist party was possible only after capitalism had developed.

In St. Petersburg Kharitonov’s kruzhok worked with a Narodnaya volya workers’ kruzhok, and some of the 15
other SD intelligenty kruzhok leaders followed suit. One led four kruzhki, while others took Rabochy to SR kruzhki,
and its second issue reported on a strike in Vladimir province.*®

(vii) Penetrating the factory workers’ milieu

Petr Moiseenko was born into a peasant family in a Smolensk province village in 1852. By 1865 he worked in a
Moscow factory, then became a weaver in Orekhovo by 1871 and in St. Petersburg by 1874. He joined workers’
kruzhki, met Plekhanov, and led a strike, but was exiled to Siberia for four years in 1879.1*° In 1883, on his release,
he worked at Savva Morozov’s cotton-weaving mill at Nikolskoe in Vladimir province, which was unventilated,
badly lit, noisy and dangerous. The working day was 14 hours or more, and some workers slept on their clothes
on the factory’s bare boards.’ They had had five pay cuts in two years,'® and in 1884 the total fines amounted
to 300,000 rubles, or almost half their collective wages.*>?> Moiseenko, V.I. lvanov, who was another veteran trade
unionist,’> a young worker called L.I. Volkov and others met secretly and drew up a list of demands.*>* In January
1885 the director lowered piecework rates, cut the basic rate by a quarter and told supervisors to extract another
quarter in fines. After deductions for charcoal for the samovar, lighting and the bathhouse, a weaver might take
home 2.5 rubles a month, but being caught smoking resulted in a fine of five rubles.’>® Days later, after the
director refused to grant a traditional holiday,*® the activists led the male weavers out on strike.’® Some
ransacked the office, shops and the director’s and supervisors’ quarters, until the leaders stopped them. Next day
the provincial governor brought battalions of troops, and the director offered minor concessions, but the strikers
demanded the restoration of the 1881 pay scale,’® the return of former fines with a limit of five percent of
earnings and up to one ruble on new fines. They wanted the director to abide by factory laws and agreements,
negotiate piece rates, deliver the food they had paid for, pay for the time lost because of poor material, faulty
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machinery and strikes, sack obnoxious supervisors, pay wages regularly and let workers elect starosty (like the
elders in peasant villages) every three months.?®® The male weavers picketed out the women, and 8,000 picketed
out the other 3,000.1%° Moiseenko left to for Moscow to get support from SR intelligenty,*®! and three days later
Volkov led a deputation of strikers to present the governor with their demands, which now included the state
regulation of pay and laws to improve working conditions.'®? They carried a red flag, fought troops and rescued
workmates; but next day 800 strikers went back to work, 600 were subsequently deported and 33 remained in jail
pending trial.13

Illegal papers celebrated the strike as ‘a link in the colossal chain of the workers’ movement’ that had ‘affected
practically every industrial centre’.’®* A legal paper noted that ‘our factory stratum’ was ‘forming literally the
same demands as workers in western Europe’, and the ideas of Marx and the IWMA were ‘penetrating the factory
workers’ milieu’ 1%

Nationally, women formed 22 percent of inspected factory workers, but 36 percent in St. Petersburg and the
surrounding provinces, including 84 percent of tobacco workers and 42 percent of textile workers.'®® Moscow
textile mills exploited women and children to undercut their St. Petersburg rivals, whose owners pressured the
government to restrict female and child labour. In summer a law stipulated that wages were to be paid in cash,
not kind, and employers should not retain any to cover debts, medical services, lighting or tools, while inspectors
would regulate factory shop prices. Workers had to hand in their passports at the factory office, but would
receive a written statement of wages and conditions,'®” and they could elect representatives, as long as they ‘did
not show any affability to the revolutionaries’.1® Workers were usually paid twice or four times a year, but
managers had to pay those on short contracts monthly and others bi-monthly, and give them a book to record
earnings and fines, which could be no more than one-third of earnings and had to be used for maternity
assistance, injury compensation and burial costs.’®® Employers could not cut pay during a contract, and workers
could not demand a raise or leave,”? but could end contracts for non-payment of wages, beatings, severe insults,
violations of agreements about food or lodgings and being ordered to do work that damaged their health.
Workers who failed to fulfil their contract risked a month in prison, strikers were liable to four months, those who
damaged tools to a year, ‘instigators’ to eight years, and anyone who threatened or used violence against strike-
breakers or property up to 16 years. Managers could sack workers for ‘insolence or bad conduct’ that ‘endangers
the factory’s property or the personal safety of any member of the factory administration’.}”* Those who sacked
workers unfairly would pay a small fine, but lockouts remained legal. Women and children up to the age of 17
could work in mills from 9.00pm to 5.00am, but employers could make women work any hours at busy times.

The number of children in factories subsequently fell to two-thirds of the 1882 level and almost disappeared in
tobacco factories. Women took the children’s places, and more women than men worked in mechanised weaving
mills. Females formed 31 percent of inspected workers in Moscow province and most neighbouring provinces,
and 36 percent around Vladimir. In Ukraine women formed a third of textile workers in and around Kyiv, and over
half in and around Kharkiv, plus around 90 percent of wool cleaners.}’> Some managers cut the working week, but
raised fines and shop prices.'’®

The police knew that workers carried ‘all kinds of false doctrine’ to their villages,’* so they allowed them to
renew their internal passports at the police station or their factory.l’® In St. Petersburg Nevsky cotton mill made
an annual profit of 38 percent and Thornton wool works made 45 percent that year.?”® There were only 20 factory
inspectors,’”” who were accountable to employers’ nominees,'’® and they supervised over 400,000 males,”® and
192,000 females.'® The finance minister announced that inspectors would be ‘constables’ and maintain
‘order’,’®! but a gendarme could ‘find very little difference between their position and that of the earlier serfs; the
same want, the same need, the same rights; the same contempt for their spiritual needs. In one case the person
was yoked to an animal, in the other he is a senseless machine, differing very little from the machine at which he
works’. Workers did not seem interested in politics, but ‘that evil day is coming closer and closer’.182

In spring 1886 the 33 Orekhovo strikers delivered a devastating indictment on Morozov at their trial.’®® He had
sacked the director, who corroborated the strikers’ testimony, and the jury threw out all 101 charges,'® but the
police detained 17 for three months,’®> and exiled Volkov,'®® and Moiseenko, to Archangelsk province;*®’ but
there were further developments elsewhere in European Russia, the Pale and Poland.

(viii) Proletariat

Early in 1883 four Proletariat leaders from Warszawa, two from St. Petersburg and one from both Moscow and
Vilnius met in Vilnius, while another may have come from Kyiv. They wanted an All-Russian socialist party with a
unified leadership, and agreed to establish federal links with Narodnaya volya. Proletariat’s local organisations
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would have a workers’ committee, and the Warszawa workers’ committee, which would be the central
committee, had to include one woman.

Weeks later the Warszawa police chief announced compulsory fortnightly medical examinations for female
workers, like those for prostitutes. Proletariat workers distributed thousands of leaflets, and stuck them on walls,
while intelektualisci distributed them on trams and at factory gates, and the governor-general countermanded
the order.'® In spring the Russian chief inspector of schools sent several Pulawy Agricultural Institute students to
Warszawa Citadel, because their library included biographies of two of the tsar’s assassins. He visited the
Institute, met an angry reception, suspended 129 students and banned 57 from attending any university. The first
public protest in Warszawa in 20 years was dispersed by police, and the University suspended 199 students for up
to three years. The police sent eight students they suspected of contacting socialists to a St. Petersburg prison for
up to 18 months, yet Proletariat recruited hundreds of members and thousands of sympathisers.®

Mill workers in t6dz and Zyrardéw had a six-day, 84-hour week, but managers cut women’s pay by a quarter,
but after Proletariat leaflets reached them some went on strike. Managers called the police, but the men came
out two days later. The governor-general arrived with four companies of infantry and 50 Cossacks, and arrested
the strike leaders, but others picketed the prison demanding their release. A young officer ordered troops to fire
and they killed or mortally wounded three teenagers and injured many more. More troops arrived, but next day
strikers ransacked the factory and the managers’ homes. Managers promised to cut an hour off the day and
restore the women’s wages, and ten pf them joined thousands of mourners walking to the cemetery. Soon after
Warszawa metal factory strikers won more pay, though the managers subsequently sacked the leaders.

Marceli Janczewski had built three printing presses in Hrodna in the Pale and sent them to the Narodnaya
volya EC in Kharkiv, who gave one to Proletariat. Janczewski set it up in Warszawa and built a koto of dual
members. A Proletariat leader went to St. Petersburg and Narodnaya volya’s Varvara Shchulepnikova arrived in
Warszawa. Proletariat moved the press to the outskirts, and though the young printers had little typographical
training, they carried revolvers, knives and knuckledusters in case the police raided. In summer ‘the printing shop
of Proletariat’ published a ‘Manifesto to those toiling on the land from the Central Committee of the Social
Revolutionary Party’, ‘with a request to ‘read it to the illiterate’ and ‘hand it over to others’. It argued that the
gentry had cheated peasants, so only ‘half of you possess anything and only one in five has enough to feed
himself’. Proletariat was fighting so that ‘city workers will get the factories’ and a ‘country revolution’ would ‘give’
peasants land and ‘everybody freedom’. Proletariat members collected addresses of workers’ relatives and
reportedly posted 5,000 copies to peasants in seven provinces, and sent a Lithuanian translation to Suwatki and
Vilnius. Proletariat members holidaying in the countryside distributed copies, but police arrested four, and two
talked. The police discovered Proletariat’s existence for the first time,*®® and found that the Warszawa leaders
were highly-educated and ‘indoctrinated” workers.’® Meanwhile, Warszawa students attended Jadwiga
Szezawinska’s weekly ‘Flying University’ to hear lectures by University professors.’®> A Proletariat leaflet calling
the tsar a ‘blood-soaked executioner’ argued that most educated Polish people failed to understand that ‘only the
revolution shows the way out from fatal slavery’. The organisation got type from Germany and Austria,'*® and
type and presses from Odesa, Kyiv and Vilnius. Jewish smugglers in Kalisz and Czestochowa brought German
literature to Vilnius, where Poles, Russians and Jews supported both Proletariat and Narodnaya volya, and
Proletariat established a press in tédz, where the workers’ committee included Poles, Germans and Jews.
Proletariat also had contacts in Moscow, Riga, Tartu, Kyiv, Odesa, Vitebsk, Magiloti,*** Hrodna and Pinsk, plus
students in Kyiv, Moscow, St. Petersburg and Odesa, and émigrés in Geneva, Leipzig and Paris.

In autumn the four-page Proletariat, the ‘organ of the Social Revolutionary Party’, bore no price, since readers
were expected to donate, and called on the ‘Defenders of the Workers’ Cause’ to ‘distribute this paper!” It bore
the slogans of ‘Freedom, Factories, Land!” and ‘Workers of all countries unite!’, but did not mention the IWMA. It
described Proletariat’s position on Narodnaya volya, developments in the Russian empire and factory conditions
in Poland and abroad. Most of the paper consisted of CC appeals and instructions, warnings to spies,
provocateurs and employers, with their addresses, plus donations (using initials or nicknames) to Krasny Krest,
with the amounts paid to the families of those arrested, and obituaries. Warynski wrote or edited much of the
material,’®> and welcomed only poor peasants ‘into the socialist constellation’, as workers’ allies.**®

Soon after he left illegal literature in a shop, and the owner called the police. When he returned, they arrested
him, but Shchulepnikova escaped.’® Police found a contact list in Warynski’s flat,'®® and arrested two CC
members, one of whom was Alexandra Jentys, a teacher at a girl’s elite boarding school.'®® There was a huge
protest demonstration and police arrested 1,000 suspects,?® but they did not find the press. In £t6dZ? and Zgierz
two workers betrayed their koto, and Szmaus stabbed one of them, but the police made more arrests.?

Kunicki and others close to Narodnaya volya joined the Proletariat leaders in Warszawa.?®?> A second
Proletariat appeared late that year, and soon after a third issue mentioned ‘Dictatorship of the Proletariat’, but
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did not mention Marx. It announced Proletariat’s solidarity with Narodnaya volya and pronounced a death
sentence on the surviving Zgierz informer. The police arrested 40 workers, including 21 activists, and only two or
three kota survived. The next Proletariat appeared in a reduced format, and called the police ‘anti-semitic
agitators’,?® but 43 police raids found Proletariat literature and two of them netted over 10,000 items.

By 1884 Proletariat’s Stanislaw Pacanowski had organised 200 t6dZ workers in 30 kola,?®* and intelektualisci
led others in Warszawa, Zgierz, Zyrarddw and Biatystok,?%> but imprisoned Warszawa workers betrayed Duleba
and the city’s last koto disintegrated. The CC appealed to Narodnaya volya for support, and sent Kunicki to Paris,
where he signed a confidential agreement limiting Proletariat’s activity to Poland; but weeks later Warszawa
police surrounded workers’ districts and made arrests. The textile workers Stanislaw Bugajski and Kazimierz
Tomaszewski tried to kill the Zgierz informer, but the police arrested Bugajski. A Proletariat of 18 pages of thinner
paper in an even smaller format appeared on May Day, but Tomaszewski gave himself up.

In summer police arrested Kon, who remained silent, and Pacanowski, who talked. Kunicki persuaded the
Russian army officer Petr Bardovsky to write a manifesto, but Edmund Baranowsky, a spy in Proletariat’s fighting
squad, betrayed him, and gendarmes raided his flat, where they found Proletariat’s archives, its stamp and that of
Narodnaya volya. The shoemaker Michal Ossowski killed a spy, but police arrested the fighting squad.?®® The
Narodnaya volya EC told Proletariat leaders that ‘the differences in social conditions between the Russian and
Polish peoples’ did ‘not allow for identical means in the preparatory work of Russian and Polish socialists’, so
‘merging would likely inhibit the activities of Russian and Polish socialists, constraining their freedom in selecting
the most appropriate methods of organization and struggle’.?%” After Lopatin was arrested in St. Petersburg the
confidential agreement with Proletariat lapsed.?®® Kunicki offered to become a spy, in return for his freedom, but
then withdrew his ‘confession’. He drafted an article supporting the assassination of officials and spies for
another Proletariat, but gendarmes raided the press, and £ddz police arrested a CC agent looking for another.

Early in 1885 Warszawa police closed the files on 190 Proletariat prisoners of both sexes, aged 17 to 60, and in
spring, when 200 Proletariat workers demonstrated about unemployment, 146 were arrested. In summer
Proletariat University students produced a popularised translation of Das Kapital Volume |, but a CC leaflet called
on peasants to unite ‘in the name of the Redeemer’.

In autumn 55 Proletariat members were arrested, and others were bailed, but 100 stayed in prison, and 24
were exiled to eastern Siberia for up to five years without trial.?®® In December a Warszawa court martial tried the
Proletariat leaders,?'° and found 30 guilty of plotting the ‘violent overthrow of the existing state’ and the ‘social
and economic order’.?!! Kon and Pacanowski got ten years and eight months in prison, and 18 others, including
Warynski and the fighting squad got 16 years’ katorga. Two Russian army officers were sent to eastern Siberia for
life, but six received death sentences. The authorities commuted the sentences on Szmaus and Nikolai Lury to 20
years’ katorga, but Bardovsky, Kunicki, Ossowski and Jan Pietrusinski were hanged early in 1886.

Marian Ulrych arrived from Geneva to organise the survivors, but she and others were arrested in spring. In
summer the locksmith Wiladislaw Kowaleski and the weaver Viktor Hipszer shot a spy, but he survived, and
Hipszer was sentenced to katorga for life. Other members received short sentences, but 21 got five years’ in
eastern Siberia, and Kowaleski was hanged that autumn. Polish university graduates in Leipzig published a
translation of Das Kapital Volume 1,%*? and Proletariat’s 20 or so leaflets and over 50 translated works printed in
Geneva remained influential in Poland and Russia;?*® but Narodnaya volya was on its last legs in Russia.

(ix) Good will and readiness to sacrifice has been wasted

Natan Bogoraz was born into a Jewish family in Taganrog, near Rostov-na- Donu, in 1865.2% He entered a
gymnasium,?®> but left for St. Petersburg with an older sister in 1880. He attended Narodnaya volya student
meetings in 1881, entered the University in autumn 1882, was arrested and briefly detained for taking part in
student unrest, then expelled and deported to Taganrog. He formed a revolutionary kruzhok, and contacted
others in Rostov-na-Donu and Odesa, but was briefly detained in summer 1883. From autumn he helped to print
thousands of leaflets and pamphlets in the name of Narodnaya volya, but the printers soon scuttled the press and
left for Moscow.?%® Bogoraz was arrested and charged with illegal activity in Katerynoslav in southwestern Ukraine
and the Narodnaya volya press in Tula,?” and kept in jail for 11 months.?® When he was released the Taganrog
kruzhok had survived and had enough money for a press.?'® Bogoraz set up tightly organised workers’ kruzhki, and
in 1885 Zakhary Kogan, who had worked on émigré presses, returned to supervise Narodnaya volya’s presses in
Rostov-na-Donu and Novocherkassk. Narodnaya volya still had contacts elsewhere.

A Moscow kruzhok had set up an underground press in 1884 and lithographed and distributed illegal works. In
spring 1885, after the kruzhok leader died, the treasurer took over. A student organisation sought to coordinate
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propaganda in the army and raise funds for Krasny Krest, but after a former Petrovsky Academy student returned
from Paris he convinced them to form workers’ kruzhki. They visited factories, handed out illegal pamphlets and
books, and recruited; but one was arrested carrying a manuscript describing basic Marxist political economy and
arguing for workers’ kruzhki. Arrests broke the organisation, the Rostov-na-Donu press was closed, and the
Novocherkassk press was transferred to Taganrog; but the southern leaders aimed to rebuild the organisation.??

Mikhail Poliakov had joined a kruzhok of Jewish Narodnaya volya intelligenty in Katerynoslav by 1884, and by
1885 they were well-organized and extremely active propagandising Jewish tailors, shoemakers and female
tobacco workers. That autumn the southern Narodnaya volya leaders decided to meet near Katerynoslav,??! and
understood that the Paris EC was ‘in no condition to carry on’ without support.??? They elected a central group,
including Bogoraz, agreed to focus on publishing illegal literature,??* and use terror only when it could be justified
on agitational grounds. They subsequently terrorised police and officials,??* and Bogoraz established an explosives
store and a passport bureau. By the end of the year they had printed thousands of leaflets and pampbhlets, and
had bound 2,000 copies of the eleventh and twelfth issues of Narodnaya volya together like a journal. In January
1886 the printers were arrested and the press seized. Most leaders were arrested in February, but Bogoraz
escaped,?® and returned to St. Petersburg,??® where an attempt to regroup had failed;??” but late that year he was
deported.?”® There were isolated members, and a few workers’ circles in Kharkiv, Tula, Moscow and in St.
Petersburg,??® where strikes at Shaw Mill and Pal Mill sparked others across the city;?*° and Narodnaya volya was
losing credibility.

In Astrakhan Chernyshevsky’s only income was from ‘wretchedly paid’ writing. He revised one of his books in
1887, but censors banned it. He denied the existence of any transhistorical, monolithic, built-in ‘national
character’, and stressed that the ‘mode of life and the events in the lives of people’ were ‘determined partly by
external factors that have no relation to their qualities, and partly by their own qualities’. The ‘principal force that
elevates human life’ was ‘mental development’, but while ‘class strife’ and ‘political economy’ were important
factors,?! far too many educated young propagandists had wasted their lives.

How much true good will and readiness to sacrifice has been wasted by our young intelligentsia in trying to establish the

truth, on trying to do good to people. And what has been done? Nothing. Worse than nothing. Immense spiritual forces

have been destroyed. Stakes have been broken and the earth has been trampled harder than ever before, so that it will
not take a spade.?3?
Chernyshevsky was now a ‘faithful follower’ of the German materialist Ludwig Feuerbach.?

The government was clamping down on access to education. In 1883 55,100 girls had enrolled at gymnasia,
but by 1885 around 9.3 percent of all primary pupils had gone on to secondary education, and 0.9 percent to
higher education; but the higher courses for women were run down from 1886. In 1887 the Education Ministry
budgeted nine million rubles for gymnasia and universities and 2.2 million for vocational schools and technical
institutes. There were almost 71,000 boys in gymnasia, around 21,000 in realschulen and over 44,000 in municipal
and district schools;?** but early that year the minister ordered officials to stop ‘children of coachmen, servants,
cooks, washerwomen, small shopkeepers and persons of a similar type’ getting a secondary or a higher
education.?®® He raised student fees from 60 to 100 rubles a year,?*® reduced fee waivers to 15 percent of a
class,?®” and ordered universities to close zemliachestva and expel students who failed to promise not to join
them;?3 but this helped to further radicalise a determined minority.

(x) The Terrorist Fraction of Narodnaya volya

Nikolai Ulyanin was born a serf in Nizhni-Novgorod province in 1768, but in 1791 his owner hired him out in
Astrakhan province, where serfs were legally freed in 1799. Ulyanin worked as a village tailor until the governor
let him live in Astrakhan in 1803, and he later joined the tailor’s guild. In 1811 he married Anna Smirnova, a
Kalmyk teenager,?®® and Vasily was born around 1818, Maria around 1820 and Fedosia around 1822. In 1830
Ulyanin’s name appeared on documents as ‘Ulyanov’,?*® and llya was born in 1831.2** In 1835 the family lived on
the ground floor of a small house that Nikolai was buying by instalments from a military gun foundry foreman. He
rented out the attic, and paid poll tax, but had no political rights,?*? and he died in 1836. Vasily did not marry, but
became the breadwinner,?® and sold salt from a cart. He and a priest got Ilya into the gymnasium, and after he
graduated with the silver medal (second top) in 1850 he won a place at Kazan University, where he tutored
merchants’ children to make ends meet and Vasily paid his fees. Ilya graduated in 1854 and became a senior
master at Penza Institute, a boarding school for the sons of the nobility, in 1855.244 In 1860 he received the title of
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Honorary Councillor,?*® and saw the next few years as ‘a period of light’.2*¢ He sang one of Nikolai Nekrasov’s least
subversive songs, subscribed to the radical journal Sovremennik (The Contemporary),**’ and married.

His father-in-law, Moisei Blank, had been born around 1760,%® reportedly in Liibeck in the north German state
of Schleswig-Holstein; but he later came into conflict with the rest of Jewish community and moved to Zhytomyr
in north west Ukraine.?*® He learned Russian and Yiddish, and could read a Hebrew prayer book, but he did not
practise the Jewish religion; yet he married the devout Miriam Froimovich from the town of Starokonstantinov in
western Ukraine, where two-thirds of the population were Jews. Blank registered as a townsman and traded in
agricultural products, wine and vodka, and Abel was born in 1794, Liba around 1799 and Israel in 1804. Mosiei
refused to send the boys to a Jewish school, or hire a Jewish tutor, and their state school taught Christianity and
everything else in Russian. In 1820 Abel and Israel were baptised into the Orthodox Church as ‘Dmitry’ and
‘Alexandr’, so they could enter St. Petersburg Medical Academy. In 1823 their father bought a small house in
Zhytomyr, and lived with Miriam and Liba, who called herself ‘Lyubov’, and she and her father became
moneylenders. In 1824 Dmitry became a police surgeon in St. Petersburg and Alexandr became a doctor in
Smolensk province, but subsequently returned to St. Petersburg to work as a police surgeon, and in 1829 he
married Anna Grosschopf, who had a Baltic German father and a Swedish Lutheran mother. In 1831 an angry
crowd threw Dmitry out of a third floor window of the cholera hospital, and he died. His mother died in 1834, and
Alexandr’s wife died in 1838, but her married sister, Ekaterina Essen, educated the six children. In 1841 Mosiei
spent time in prison for insulting a district court, but had himself baptised ‘Dmitry’ in 1844, and suggested ways of
making Jews more loyal to the tsar in 1846. Alexandr was now a medical board inspector in Perm, but retired as a
hereditary nobleman in 1847,%° and bought an estate at Kokushkino with around 500 hectares and 39 serfs in
1848. In 1854 his father successfully suggested to the tsar that Jewish religious practices and dress codes should
be proscribed and that Jews should be made to pray for him. Alexandr pioneered the use of thermal baths in
Smolensk, Perm and Kazan, and Maria travelled with him,?*! but in 1863 she qualified as a teacher,?? and visited
Penza, where the Institute teacher V.I. Zakharov courted her. Two of his former pupils had become terrorists, so
he was sacked and left town,?*® and Maria married Ilya Ulyanov on her father’s Kokushkino estate.?>

Penza Institute closed, but Ulyanov became a senior master at Nizhni-Novgorod gymnasium,?>> where a former
teacher was the headmaster. Anna was born in 1864 and Alexandr in 1866.%°® Ulyanov wanted to ‘serve the
welfare of the people’ by eradicating ‘ignorance and illiteracy’,>>” and in 1869 he became director of education in
Simbirsk, a town of around 40,000 inhabitants,?*® with two secondary schools, a Seminary, a school for Chuvash
Turkic speakers and a Tatar madrasa. The prison had held Pugachev almost a century earlier, and there were a
few political exiles in and around the town.?*® The Ulyanovs lived near the prison, so the children saw ‘pale, hairy
wild faces’ behind bars and heard chains rattling. There were no factories or trams, and travelling by coach in
winter was uncomfortable and slow, but the town ‘livened up’ when the Volga ice broke in spring.?®®

Alexandr Blank died in 1870,%! and Ulyanova inherited part of his Kokushkino estate.?®? Four-year-old Alexandr
could read newspapers,?®® Vladimir was born, Olga followed in 1872 and Dmitry in 1874. Anna recalled that
Vladimir was ‘big-headed and top-heavy, bulky and red-faced’, and started walking late, but was ‘constantly
tumbling down and knocking his head’. He was ‘exceptionally vigorous and nimble’, a ‘great rascal, full of
mischief’, ‘a lover of noisy games’ and broke his toys.?®* Varvara Sarbatova, a peasant girl, looked after the
younger children.?®® Vladimir’s favourite book was a translation of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, and he cut toy North
American Union soldiers out of cardboard to play war games against the slave-owning Confederates.?®® llya
became director of the province’s state primary schools and a hereditary nobleman,?’ but was away from home
for weeks,?® since 460 schools were scattered over four million hectares. The 526 badly-educated and poorly-
paid teachers included 294 priests and three mullahs, and the pupils’ annual attendance averaged 21 days; but
llya inspected 70 or so schools a year,?° taught poor children without charge,?° and appointed and trained new
teachers. Peasants and gentry obstructed his secondary school curriculum, and in 1875, when he opened a
teacher-training institute,?”* Orthodox clergy and gentry criticised its emphasis on science. Two graduates had
been imprisoned for going ‘to the people’,?’? and the province had been the heart of the movement,?”® which
frightened Ulyanov.?’* His children were christened, but not made to attend church.?”> Ulyanov usually did, but
Ulyanova rarely. When eight-year-old Alexandr entered the pro-gymnasium there were no fees to pay, since his
father worked for the Education Ministry. The younger children’s tutor was Vasily Kalashnikov,?’® a governess
taught them German and French and there was a cleaner and a cook. Anna recalled that her father as a ‘peaceful
Narodnik’ (populist). His favourite poet was Nekrasov, and he ‘sang banned student songs for his children’.?””

In 1877 Ulyanov collected money for the troops wounded in the war with the Ottoman empire, which ended in
1878.%78 Maria was born that year,?’” and Anna completed her gymnasium course 18 months early. She won the
gold medal (top prize),?® but was ill, and it was months before she became a teacher’s assistant.?®! The parish
schoolmaster coached Vladimir, who entered the pro-gymnasium in 1879,2%2 and he was always top of his class.
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Some days Ulyanova insisted that the children spoke French or German at home, but while she accompanied
Ulyanov to church, she did not take communion.?® She had Adolphe Thiers’ Histoire de la Révolution Frangaise,?*
and the library also included an illegal book on science, Nekrasov’s poems and a book by the Iskra (Spark) poets,
who attacked serfdom and the ‘indignity, foulness and evil’ of bureaucrats.?®> Ulyanov sang songs by Kondraty
Ryleev, the hanged Decembrist, and recited Nekrasov’s poem about them on walks in the forests.?®® In 1881 he
told the children that the tsar’s assassins were criminals; but Alexandr and Anna borrowed works by the 1860s
radical Dmitry Pisarev,?®” from a doctor,?® and became atheists.?®® In 1882 Ulyanov received the Order of St.
Vladimir, Third Class, for ‘outstandingly diligent service’, and Ulyanova registered the children’s noble status.?*®

In 1883 Alexandr won the gold medal at the gymnasium, and in autumn he sailed up the Volga to Nizhni-
Novgorod, took his first train journey to St. Petersburg and entered the University. Anna enrolled on the
Bestuzhev courses, but she was the only student from Simbirsk, where people ‘frowned’ on her. The ‘nihilistic’
students shocked her, and Latin and ancient history were boring. She and Alexandr went to the writer lvan
TurgeneV’s funeral, but police stopped them entering the cemetery.?! Subsequently Ivan Chebotarev, a friend
from Simbirsk, invited them to join the illegal Simbirsk zemliachestvo,”? whose members pooled resources,
bought illegal literature, ‘pumped drunk’ the policeman sent to supervise a ‘fictitious family celebration or
engagement party’, ‘held a political discussion in a separate room’, arranged ‘conspiratorial matters’, sang
‘revolutionary songs’ and recited ‘revolutionary poems’.?*® The siblings also met 21-year-old Mark Elizarov, the
son of a wealthy Samara peasant, who had been in trouble with the police.?®* Reportedly he had SR friends in
Simbirsk,? and he and Alexandr joined Viktor Bartenev’s political economy kruzhok. Anna felt that she had not
read enough for ‘such an intellectual’ circle; but she and Alexandr attended private seminars led by Vasily
Semevsky, a historian of the peasantry who was barred from lecturing in public; and in 1884 Alexandr asked Anna
to translate a Marx article on religion.?%

In Simbirsk Vladimir Ulyanov had read works by the 1860s radicals Nekrasov, Belinsky, Pisarev and Nikolai
Dobrolyubov, and some foreign literature, and in 1885 he got the highest grades, even in divinity, at the
gymnasium, where he was considered to be ‘abundantly talented, diligent and precise’; but when one of his
father’s guests suggested that children who avoided going to church ‘should be beaten, and beaten again’,
Vladimir reportedly ran into the courtyard, tore the baptismal cross from his neck and threw it on the ground.?’

In autumn ten percent of St. Petersburg University’s 2,200 students were Poles, as were 20 percent at the
higher technical and medical institutes.?®® Josef Lukashevich, the son of a Polish gentleman who worked for the
governor-general in Vilnius,?®® joined a student kruzhok that included a brother of a former Proletariat leader,
read Plekhanov and joined the Obshchiy fond vzaimnoy pomoshchi (The General Mutual Aid Fund).3® So did Petr
Shevyrev, who was from a wealthy Kharkiv family and had enrolled at that University two years earlier, but
transferred to St. Petersburg,®® and was a committed terrorist. Orest Govorukhin was from a Kuban Cossack
family.3®2 The Don and Kuban zemliachestvo contacted Narodnaya volya, but shared resources with SD
intelligenty,?® and Ulyanov read works by Plekhanov and Marx.

Ilya Ulyanov had doubled the number of primary pupils in Simbirsk province, but the tsar wanted no more
rural schools and transferred responsibility for the existing ones to Orthodox priests. The Education Ministry told
Ulyanov to retire, and though friends won him five more years, he died from a brain haemorrhage early in 1886,
aged 55. Ulyanova did not tell Alexandr, who was preparing for his examinations, and he won the gold medal.
Soon after he joined 400 students marking the 25™ anniversary of peasant emancipation at Dobrolyubov’s
grave.’® The police let 30 lay a wreath, but forbade speeches,*® so they sang Vechnaya pamyat (Memory
Eternal).3® It was the first public demonstration in the city for almost a decade,*” and the police closed student
canteens, because the ‘lean, hungry, savage, anti-everything’ conspired there.3® In summer Ulyanov studied
Kapital,** and criticised SR terrorists.3'°

That autumn there were 2,700 students at St. Petersburg University. Vasily Generalov, the son of a Cossack
landowner in Novocherkass, organised gymnasium kruzhki in the city, while Mikhail Kancher, the son of a Poltava
province postmaster, and Petr Gorkun, who was from a family of gentry, helped Shevyrev to establish a cheap
student canteen. Vasily Osipanov, the son of a former soldier who had become a townsman in Tomsk, transferred
from Kazan University, determined to assassinate the tsar, and met Shevyrev and Lukashevich. Pakhomi
Andreyushkin, the illegitimate son of a Greek father and Cossack mother, had joined SR kruzhki at Yekaterinodar
gymnasium, and met Anna Serdyukova, a primary teacher from a poor family. Andreyushkin graduated from the
gymnasium and then from Kuban military academy in 1885, and when Andreyushkin entered St. Petersburg
University in 1886, after he contacted Bogoraz, police spies reported that SDs were looking for SR explosives
experts to kill governors, factory owners and spies.

Reportedly around 1,500 University students belonged to zemliachestva. The Don and Kuban had 200 or so
members, and Ulyanov frequented their canteen, so the spies assumed he was a member.3!! He shared rooms
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with Chebotarev, stored the Simbirsk zemliachestvo library, and hosted 20 or so men and women who discussed
the economic position of the peasantry.3'? Sergey Nikonov, a Medical-Military Academy student and a secret
member of Narodnaya volya, recruited Ulyanov to the Don and Kuban zemliachestvo.3!® He found that most
members took Marx seriously, and one kruzhok studied Plekhanov’s book on socialism and the political struggle,
which Ulyanov found interesting.3!* The prestigious Scientific-Literary Society invited him to join,3!®> and the
mutual aid fund wanted to take it over, so they recruited him.3'® The Don and Kuban economics kruzhok agitated
students in other higher educational institutions, including the Bestuzhev courses, to demonstrate on the 25%
anniversary of Dobrolyubov’s death. On the day 400 tried to reach the grave,?’ but while the police locked the
gates and forbade a ceremony,?!8 they let 30 lay wreaths. Ulyanov, Ulyanova and others tried to march to Kazan
Square, but Cossacks cornered them, so they sang revolutionary songs and chanted slogans, and were among last
to be set free that evening. About 40 students faced expulsion, and the leaders of the mutual aid fund wanted to
appeal,®?® so Ulyanov wrote Dlya obshchestva (To Society), which condemned political repression and called on
intelligenty to emulate their revolutionary forbears.3®® Ulyanova, Chebotarev, Kancher, Gorkun and others
hectographed copies,*?! and addressed them to professors, writers and lawyers,??2 but used similar envelopes and
posted them near the University,>2 and the black office intercepted them.3** The police deemed Ulyanov
‘politically unreliable’,3?° and arrested Bogoraz.32® (After three years in prison he went to Yakutsk for ten more.3?’)

At the beginning of 1887 St. Petersburg University’s Don and Kuban zemliachestvo had 287 members,**® and
some SDs led workers’ kruzhki.3?® Reportedly, Ulyanov led a Vasilievsky Island kruzhok that studied Marx and
Engels,®° and translated Marx’s critique of Hegel’s philosophy of law. He believed that there could be a
proletarian revolution in Russia without a previous bourgeois revolution,**! and he later acknowledged that his
disagreements with SDs were ‘very insignificant and only theoretical’;33? but terrorists influenced him.

Vasily Brazhnikov had studied in Kharkiv, where he organised SR terrorists, but arrests decimated them, so
early in 1887 he arrived in St. Petersburg and contacted Revecca Shmidova,®* an SR midwife from Kherson.
Ulyanov now favoured ‘systematic terrorism’, and offered technical assistance, but while Shevyrev refused to give
him the names of the central kruzhok, Nikonov gave him the last 1,000 rubles of his inheritance. Lukashevich
knew Bronistaw Pitsudski, a young Polish nobleman in Vilnius, and sent Kancher to get a double-barrelled pistol,
money and nitric acid, but he brought back 110 rubles,** two old revolvers that would not fire,>*® and acid that
was too weak to make explosives;3*® so Ulyanov contacted Mikhail Novorussky, a Theological Academy graduate,
who lodged with the peasant-born midwife, Maria Ananina. Her son, Nikolai, was preparing to enter a
gymnasium, and his mother paid Novorussky to teach him scripture. He let Ulyanov organise a laboratory to make
nitroglycerine, and Shmidova stored it.3¥” Osipanov organised Andreyushkin and Generalov as bomb-throwers,
and Kancher, Gorkun and Stepan Volokhov from south Russia as signallers. Before Shevyrev went to recuperate
from tuberculosis in the Crimea he co-opted Ulyanov into the central kruzhok, and he wrote a programme for
Terroristicheskaya fraktsiy narodnoy voli (The Terrorist Fraction of the People’s Will) that was almost identical to
the EC’s,*® but omitted the term ‘socialist Narodniks’. He argued that socialism was ‘a necessary result’ of
capitalist production and class society,*° and workers were the ‘natural bearers of socialist ideas’ and the ‘main
revolutionary force’. A ‘change in the correlation of the social forces” would come from ‘the quantitative and
qualitative increase in the power of the working class’, but ‘vanguard’ intelligenty had to ‘educate and organise’
workers to ensure an ‘immediate transition from the peasant-based economy to a form of economy which is close
to socialism’, including universal suffrage, local self-government, elected officials, nationalised means of
production, freedom of conscience, speech, press and association and free primary education.3* The empire’s
financial problems, isolation and ‘extremely tense relations with Germany’ made terror ‘compelling’, and it would
force the tsar to make ‘concessions to the people’.3*

The conspirators aimed to assassinate the tsar on 26 or 28 February, but he failed to appear.®** Govorukhin
was under surveillance, so Ulyanov pawned his gold medal for 100 rubles so Govorukhin could escape abroad. On
the 29" the city’s black office opened a letter to a Kharkiv University student from Andreyushkin, who favoured
‘the most relentless terrorism’. On 1 March police followed him, and arrested the bombers and signallers, but
though Osipanov dropped his bomb at the police station,3* it did not explode,*** and Gorkun and Kancher talked.
The police prepared an ambush at Kancher’s room, arrested Ulyanov and found a ciphered notebook with
Pitsudski’s address. Ulyanov had given him Anna’s address for a coded telegram,*> and the police decoded it.34
Ulyanov had asked his sister Anna to accommodate Hannah Leibovich, a Vilnius terrorist,>**” and though Anna
knew nothing of the conspiracy, police arrested her when she visited Alexandr’s room.3* He faced interrogation
six times, but did not deny involvement,° and wrote out the programme from memory.3>° After police arrested
Lukashevich, Ulyanov confessed. The black office opened a letter from Serdyukova to Andreyushkin, which the
police decoded, and Yalta police found Shevyrev carrying cyanide and arrested him. St. Petersburg police
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questioned 200 suspects,®®! and detained 31 of them.**? Government papers published a brief report,®3 but
nobody from Simbirsk accompanied Maria Ulyanova to visit Alexandr in prison.3>*

In April senators tried 15 people in St. Petersburg.3>® Only the closest relatives were allowed in court,**® but a
London journalist found an informant. Most defendants were in their early twenties,®” and 14 faced charges of
having ‘conspired to assassinate the sacred person of His Imperial Majesty’, while Serdyukova had ‘failed to
perform her duty of informing the authorities’.>*® Ulyanov refused a lawyer and acknowledged that the ‘only
correct way to influence the life of a society’ was ‘propaganda by pen and by the spoken word’, yet socialist
propaganda was illegal, so ‘the scientific elaboration of questions and problems’ was ‘greatly impeded’.3*® ‘Our
intelligentsia is physically so weak and so unorganised that it is incapable of waging an open struggle’, so it ‘can
only defend its right to think and to participate intellectually in public life through a terrorist form of struggle’.3¢°

The senators sentenced 14 to death,*®! but the tsar commuted some of them.3®? Kancher, Gorkun and
Volokhov would spend 20 years in prison, but Shmidova, Lukashevich and Novorussky were sentenced to life.
Pitsudski got 15 years katorga in Siberia, and Ananina got 20 years’ katorga, while Serdyukova would go to prison
for two years. Anna Ulyanova faced exile in eastern Siberia for five years, but was allowed home under
surveillance. The tsar described Ulyanov’s confession as ‘Purest Communism’ and confirmed the sentences on
him and four others. In May, in Shlisselburg Fortress, Generalov and Andreyushkin shouted ‘Long live Narodnaya
volya!’ before they died, but the hangman put a hood over Osipanov’s head to muffle his shout, and then hanged
Ulyanov and Shevyrev. Government papers published a brief report next day.3®3 At St. Petersburg University 261
students faced expulsion,3®* but others applauded the rektor’s denunciation of the conspiracy,3®® and when Maria
Ulyanova returned to Simbirsk she read about Alexandr’s execution in a leaflet distributed in the street.3%®

Many others were sentenced. Jézef Pitsudski had been born near Vilnius in 1867, when the defeat of the 1863
rising still ‘ate away’ at his parents, who imbued him with Polish nationalism, and in 1877 he hated the teachers
at the Russian gymnasium who lied about Poles and their history. In 1885 he entered Kharkiv University and
joined a socialist kruzhok in 1886. When he visited Vilnius in 1887, Bronistaw implicated him in the conspiracy,
and Jozef was exiled to eastern Siberia for five years,*®” without trial, along with 50 Vilnius and Kharkiv activists.3%®

In St. Petersburg Nikolai Ananin was exiled to the Caucasus, and his 16-year-old sister Lidia to the frozen
North, while their mother, who knew nothing about the bomb-making, was sent to Kara katorga prison in
Siberia,*®*® whose regime was being publicly exposed in Russia and abroad.

(xi) Kara

By 1884, in London, the former terrorist Kravchinsky wrote about Russian prisons, focussing on St. Petersburg
Fortress, and in 1885 he published Russia Under the Tsars in London.?® He noted that 60 million peasants paid up
to 90 percent of taxes, but elected fewer than 40 percent of zemstvo deputies, while one million landowners who
paid seven percent of taxes elected 46 percent. The village commune ‘may be convened by its humblest member
at any time’, and settled questions unanimously, so it was ‘essentially republican and democratic’; yet the ‘great
majority’ of young male revolutionaries were undergraduates or recent graduates, under the age of 30, and they
were mainly from ‘the lower nobility and the lower clergy’. ‘All are familiar with the literature of Liberalism and
free-thought, and the great majority are imbued with democratic and anti-despotic ideas’. The revolutionary
movement had reached an important stage. ‘Having begun by terrorism, it is entering on a period which may be
called insurrectional. The attempts against the functionary and the Emperor are no more its means of struggle.
Having acquired great adherence in the army, and among the working classes of the capital and other principal
towns, it has enlarged its aims and its prospects.’”* Kravchinsky had readers in the USA.

George Kennan was born into a poor Calvinist family in Norwalk, Ohio, USA, in 1845. When he was 12 his
parents could not afford to keep him at school, so he became a messenger and later a manager at the Cleveland
and Toledo Company. During the Civil War he tried to enlist, but was rejected.?”? After the first Atlantic telegraph
cable failed, he helped to survey a line from the USA to Europe, via Siberia, and met the descendants of
‘compulsory emigrants’ (exiles).3”® He visited the Caucasus in 1870, and in 1877, after the people of Chechnya and
Dagestan rebelled against the autocracy, he defended the tsar’s ‘enlightened policy’.3”* By 1878 he was a war
correspondent for Associated Press,®”® and after the tsar’s assassination in 1881 he wanted to study
‘revolutionists’,*”® but defended the ‘exile system’.’”” He argued that the stories about suffering were the
inventions of the English Tory press, and in 1883 he believed that Kravchinsky had ‘greatly misrepresented’ the
autocracy, since the ‘terrorists’ were ‘unreasonable and wrong-headed fanatics of the anarchist type’. In 1884
Century Magazine asked Kennan to visit Siberia, and though most St. Petersburg and Moscow officials were
uncooperative, the government allowed him back in 1885.
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Kennan and a friend went to Moscow and headed east. In Perm they gave their passports to an hotelier to
take to the police, who detained them until they had explained their business. They learned that if village elders
believed someone’s presence was ‘incompatible with public tranquillity’ they could have them jailed for two
years, put under surveillance for ten, or deported. Two-fifths of the political exiles they met had had no trial,
including 40 ‘quiet, orderly, reasonable’ men and women who wanted a constitution and civil liberties. In Tomsk
the exiled SR Felix Volkhovsky showed them photographs.

That is Miss A, once a teacher in a peasant school; she died of prison consumption in Kyiv three years ago. The man with
the full beard is B, formerly a justice of the peace in N; he was hanged in St. Petersburg in 1879. The thin-faced girl is Miss
C, one of the so-called propagandists; she went insane in the House of Preliminary Detention while awaiting trial. ...
Madame D, a Red Cross nurse in one of the field hospitals during the late Russo-Turkish war; she was sentenced to 20
years of penal servitude and is now in the mines at Kara ... Miss E, formerly a student in the Beztuzhef medical school for
women in St. Petersburg; she cut her throat with a piece of broken glass, after two years of solitary confinement in the
Fortress.

The exiled prince Alexandr Kropotkin (Petr’s brother) convinced Kennan that SRs were ‘educated, reasonable’ and
‘self controlled’ people, but soon after Kropotkin committed suicide because he lacked enough money to survive.

In eastern Siberia Kennan met Egor Lazaref, who had been exiled without trial because he had not
‘abandoned’ the ‘criminal activity’ for which he had been acquitted.?”® Kennan met ‘bright, intelligent, well-
informed men and women, with warm affections, quick sympathies, generous impulses, and high standards of
honour and duty’. The veteran terrorist Ekaterina Breshkovskaya gave him ‘a carefully drawn plan’ of Kara katorga
prison, a list of the prisoners’ names, details of what they ate and wore and how they spent their time. She also
gave him a letter to Nathalie Armfeldt, who had completed her sentence but remained exiled nearby. When
Kennan reached Kara he found that four prisoners had gone mad after Cossacks attached a small wheelbarrow to
one of their legs, but he did not hear about the solitary ‘naked command’.

On his return, in Chita, he put some papers in the hollow sides of a box, bound letters in book covers and hid
his ‘round-robin certificate of trustworthiness’ and other ‘dangerous documents’ in a money-belt under his shirt.
At Minusinsk Dmitry Klements introduced him to other exiled SRs, and Kennan posted his box to a friend in St.
Petersburg. When he arrived, early in 1886, he posted documents to London. He needed the governor-general of
eastern Siberia’s permission to leave Russia, but officials found his old permit and let him go that summer. He
later returned to interview officials, liberals, revolutionaries and their relatives,®”® met Petr Kropotkin and
Kravchinsky in London,*° and Century Magazine published Kennan'’s first article in 1887.38!

In European Russia 344 suspects were under surveillance,*®? many others were in prison, and the SR Mikhail
Grachevsky burned himself to death to protest at his conditions.3®* Most of the 2,972 political suspects exiled
since 1885 had had no trial,®* including 971 in 1887.3% The government established the Irkutsk governor-
generalship to administer Irkutsk, Yenesei and Yakutsk provinces, where there were about 6,000 katorga convicts,
and 4,000 others were on Sakhalin Island.3® The interior minister no longer checked the police’s ‘administrative’
sentences.®®’ Jewish revolutionaries risked being sent to Yakutsk without trial for up to ten years;*® yet the
proportion of Jews among arrested intelligenty was rising,*® as Narodnaya volya faced a terminal crisis.

(xii) Why I stopped being a Revolutionary
In 1886 Tikhomirov wrote an article for the fifth and what turned out to be the last Vestnik ‘narodnoi voli'.

From the very beginning ‘Narodnaia Volia’ committed a big mistake by including destructive and terrorist activities in the
party program. The following years only extended this mistake ... My rejection of terror is absolutely categorical.
However, terrorism further developed in the party, undermining its forces, its educational work and also the role of
revolutionaries themselves — after all, their role is not only to be a revolutionary, but also a cultural one. Hence the idea
of terror narrowed and devalued the idea of revolution, by defining it as the (too often illegal) business of a limited
number of people, and that is why the party could not become a broad social movement.

The article was not published;3* but Tikhomirov had become ‘convinced that revolutionary Russia, as a serious,
creative force does not exist’. ‘Revolutionaries are active and will remain active, but this is an eddy on the surface
of the sea, not a storm’.3! ‘We have nothing to gain from the revolutionaries’. His only hope was in the Russian
people, and he ‘began to seek God’.3% Henri Bint and other Okhrana agents from Paris liquidated the Geneva
press of Vestnik ‘narodnoi voli’ in November, and another revolutionary press in Switzerland early in 1887.3%
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After three years in Shlisselburg Fortress Narodnaya volya’s Figner got a notebook and the first thing she wrote
in it was an extract from Nekrasov’s poem Komu na Rusi zhit khorosho? (Who can be happy in Russia?)*** That
summer Lopatin was sentenced to death in St. Petersburg, but that was commuted to solitary confinement for life
in Shlisselburg.3%> Reportedly the Decembrist Ryleev had invented the method of sending messages in prison by
knocking on the walls of his solitary cell. He placed 30 letters in five vertical columns and six horizontal ones, and
the first number of knocks indicated the column, and the second the place in that column.3% In 1887 the prisoner
in the next cell to Figner sent her poems by knocking on the wall.3’ It was Lopatin.3®

In Paris Rachkovsky boasted that he had driven Tikhomirov mad, and in autumn 1888 he wrote to tell the tsar
that he wished to renounce the revolution, beg forgiveness and return to Russia. Rachkovsky gave him 300 francs,
and late that year Tikhomirov published Pochemu ia perestal byt revoliutsionerom (Why | stopped being a
Revolutionary).3®® Since revolutionary ideas, such as the concept of parliamentary democracy, had arrived in
Russia from western Europe, they were condemned to failure, and he rejected terror.

There is a common and deeply engrained idea that we live in a time of destruction, a time that will someday culminate in
a terrible upheaval with rivers of blood and blasts of dynamite and the like. Upon this, as many people assume, the
creative period will begin. In fact, in real life destruction and creation go hand in hand with each other; one is unthinkable
without the other. The destruction of one phenomenon occurs because on its place something new is already taking
form, and the emergence of something new is nothing but the destruction of something old. ... Still, revolutionary
destruction is the belief, the hope and the duty of each true radical. Everything which is riot, protest or overthrow is held
for something useful, containing a germ of progress. And destruction is considered to be even more useful when it is
directed against the administration or the government, i.e. against the very centre of the existing order.

Tikhomirov rejected revolution because Narodnaya volya had been unable to destroy the autocracy.

Terror as a method of political struggle is powerless or unnecessary: it is powerless if the revolutionaries do not dispose of
the means to overthrow the government; it is unnecessary if they dispose of these means. In general terrorism, the
practice of political assassination is a system of struggle which never explained to itself its right to exist, not even its basic
idea. In fact this idea can only be the anarchic almightiness of the personality and its contempt for the power of society.
Bringing up whole generations in the spirit of these ideas, terrorism does not even have the consistency of anarchism, it
even dares to publicly renounce anarchism, to require centralisation and discipline ... Isn’t this on the whole a real school
for the troubling of the mind, a school that teaches people an activity that has not been thought through by any general
sociological world-view? 4%

He argued that revolutionaries were detached from Russia realities and too bookish. The use of terror was
morally and politically bankrupt, and only ‘the people’ could make a revolution, so instead of tearing down the
autocracy, intelligenty should focus on constructive activities.*

Tikhomirov did not betray revolutionaries or sympathisers,*? but the Okhrana circulated copies of his book,**
and they put one in the Shlisselburg Fortress library to demoralise the Narodnaya volya prisoners.*** Tikhomirov
was allowed to return to Russia in 1889, and he visited Petropavlovsky Cathedral in St. Petersburg and bowed
before the tomb of the assassinated tsar.*®® Thousands of Narodnaya volya supporters accepted defeat, and the
organisation collapsed;*” but SD ideas became influential among a minority of intelligenty in the Pale.
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3. The prepared and the unprepared

(i) The Vilnius Social Democratic Group

Emther Axelrod was born into a rabbi’s family in a Vilnius province village in 1868. In 1883 she worked with SRs,
and she was politically active in Kharkiv and Melitopol in 1884. In 1885 she qualified as a teacher in St. Petersburg,
then returned to Vilnius,! and held a ‘salon’ for intelligenty,? which attracted the 18-year-olds Tsemakh Kopelzon,
Isai Aizenshtadt,® a merchant’s son,* and Lev Jogiches. He had been born into a liberal Jewish family in Vilnius, and
his father owned four estates, but soon died. His widow celebrated Jewish religious holidays, but the children
spoke Russian at home and attended Russian schools. In 1883 Lev left the gymnasium early and became an
apprentice blacksmith, and Kopelzon ‘assigned’ him to work with Jewish workers and soldiers.> In 1885 Jogiches
used Axelrod’s books and contacts,® and built a short-lived female hosiery workers’ cooperative, and a kruzhok of
mainly Polish workers.’

Poland’s economy was changing. Cheap US corn had led to falling prices for grain exports, but there were over
1,900km of railway lines.®2 Russia imported half of Poland’s industrial output and three-quarters of its cotton
thread and textiles,® and one Warszawa tobacco factory employed nearly 800 mostly Jewish workers.X® Poles
were forbidden to buy land in the Russian provinces of Volhynia and Lithuania,!* where women formed 39
percent of textile workers in and around Vilnius.??> By 1886 Poland’s population was 7.9 million,®* and wealthy
Biatystok Jews employed over 2,000 handloom weavers, including 1,268 Jews. The average workforce was 26,
though it was 15 in nearby small towns.*

Some Jewish socialists hired tutors and learned Russian, in order to become poluintelligenty (semi-
intelligenty), and they taught artisans,®® trainee schoolteachers and rabbis, using the Narodnaya volya
programme.’® Jewish SD intelligenty taught artisans about the revolutionary movement in European Russia,’
hoping to ‘prepare’ them to agitate outside the Pale, and their programme went from basic Russian, through
natural history and political economy to a translation of Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of Species and Marx;*® and
they also supplied St. Petersburg SD intelligenty with smuggled copies of Engels’ Die Entwicklung des Sozialismus
von der Utopie zur Wissenschaft, works by Plekhanov and the GOT’s Manifest Kommunisticheskoy partii.

Emil Abramovich was born in 1864 into the family of a poor Hrodna dentist who had trained in Breslau in
Silesia. The only way a Jewish man could get into a Russian university was by winning the gold medal at a
gymnasium, and though Emil won the gold medal at his gymnasium in 1882, he chose to study medicine in Paris;
but in 1884 he entered Tartu University in Estonia and became an SD. He spent his summer holidays in Minsk, and
he and Isaac Gurvich contacted Jewish artisans’ kruzhki and set up others.'® Some artisans struck for a ten-hour
day in 1886,%° and the intelligenty soon led kruzhki with over 110 members. Thanks to the typesetter losif Reznik,
one kruzhok composed mostly of typesetters read illegal literature. SR intelligenty taught a similar number of
workers and they and the SDs ran a joint Saturday school to teach workers to read Russian, but members of the
Jewish bourgeoisie convinced the authorities that they taught socialism and they closed the school.?! Undeterred,
Gurvich and his sister Evgenia led a kruzhok of school pupils and trainee teachers, and read the SRs’ copy of
Plekhanov’s critique of SR politics. Abramovich took the book to Vilnius,?? where workshops employed a dozen at
most, and there were no factories.? He told SR intelligenty that Russia’s future was the same as western Europe’s
and argued for a struggle for ‘the transfer into common ownership of all the means and objects of production’,
through a social revolution ‘by the people and for the people’. ‘Every strike, every uprising, every conflict with a
factory owner’ would bring conflicts with the government, which could be ‘transformed, under the influence of
socialist workers’, into demonstrations with ‘demands for political freedom’, though the timing depended on
‘objective conditions’ and ‘the level of consciousness of the working class’. These ideas reached other kruzhki,?*
and a Jew managed to enter a university.

Lev Mandelshtam had been the first Jew to graduate from a university in the Russian empire in 1885,% but by
1886 1,857 Jews formed over 14 percent of undergraduates, though the police ensured that graduates returned
to the Pale.?® In spring 1887 Vilnius police arrested two Jews in connection with the conspiracy to assassinate the
tsar,?” and the government barred Jews from moving home,?® reduced the maximum proportion of Jewish army
doctors to five percent, required Jewish barristers to get the justice minister’s approval in order to practise,? and
limited Jews to ten percent of the places in secondary school pupils, and five percent in St. Petersburg and
Moscow. Foreigners were forbidden to buy more land in the border provinces, and when foreign landowners died
their estates were compulsorily sold to local people.*®

37



When female stocking-makers in Vilnius went on strike for more pay,® Jewish SD intelligenty learned about
their kassy (mutual aid funds) for the first time.?? Jewish locksmiths in Minsk struck for a 12-hour day, and pulled
out artisans from other workshops, while Jewish and Christian weavers in Biatystok supported strikers
financially.3® Most Lithuanians spoke Polish,** but Jews spoke Yiddish,*> and smugglers brought hundreds of Shmul
Rabinovich’s Yiddish translation of Dikshtein’s pamphlet from London. Vilnius SD intelligenty gave them to
kruzhki, along with Yiddish pamphlets explaining Russian socialist texts, and strikes broke out in 1888. Intelligenty
translated Russian socialist texts into Yiddish, and more intelligenty arrived from London and New York.3® Minsk
artisans had kassy, and Jogiches led a strike of 30 printers,” but the police arrested 19 of them.3®

The government knew that 90 percent of Jews lived ‘amidst poverty and most oppressive sanitary and general
conditions’, and were ‘occasionally a target’ of ‘popular uprisings’ (riots).>® The government converted free
schools into Orthodox primary schools,*® established schools to train technicians, foremen and skilled workers,*!
and reorganised realschulen to train officials, managers and agricultural and industrial technicians. After the first
year these schools would offer a general education for four years, which included modern languages, but no
classics. The fifth and sixth years would offer business studies,*? and graduates could enrol in universities to study
physics, maths and medicine.** Across the empire many of the 25,000 higher education students attended 52
technological institutes,* and 1,700 were Jews.* Those with government bursaries had to register as Orthodox,*
but few ‘persons of Jewish descent’ were allowed to do that.*’

After receiving his doctorate at Tartu University,*® Abramovich went to Kyiv, where there were 16,000 Jews.*
He contacted University students and factory workers,*® got a job in the railway workshops, and, along with a
former exile and four workers from Minsk, he organised a kruzhok formed mainly of locksmiths and typesetters.>!
The 23 of them paid 25 kopeks a month (one percent of their pay) for illegal Russian literature,®? including
Plekhanov’s works, Manifest Kommunisticheskoy partii, Kapital and Lohnarbeit und Kapital, and their syllabus
stressed that ‘accomplishing’ a ‘social task’ (revolution) depended on the ‘working class’.>® Jewish workers in
Warszawa, tédz, Biatystok, Smorgon, Minsk and Vilnius went on strike,> and more Jewish intelligenty arrived,
including two women.

Liuba Levinson was born in Vilnius in 1866. She entered Geneva University in the mid-1880s,% and returned to
Russia with GOT literature in 1888. Border gendarmes briefly detained her,>® but by 1889 she had joined an SD
intelligenty kruzhok in Vilnius.’

Matla Srednicki was born into a wealthy Jewish family in Vilnius in 1867.% She later graduated from a
gymnasium and trained to be a dentist in St. Petersburg.®® In 1889 the police briefly detained her, but she
returned to Vilnius and joined the SD kruzhok;® but Narodnaya volya ideas remained influential in the Pale.

In 1880 11 of the 82 known Narodnaya volya activists had been Jews,® and in 1884 the percentage of political
suspects who were Jewish was around 11 percent.®? By 1887 99 of the 473 Narodnaya volya activists were Jews,%
and in 1888 one Jewish intelligent faced a political trial. In 1889 24 Jews formed 68 percent of those put on trial,
and by 1890 the percentage of political suspects who were Jews had risen to 15 percent.®

Yoysef Shloyme was born into a family of acculturated Jews in the large town of Panevézys, Kaunas province,
in 1870. His father taught him Russian, and most of his childhood friends were Russian-speaking.®® By 1887 he had
joined a realschule pupils” kruzhok. When Kopelzon entered the fifth form he told them about the Russian
revolutionary movement and the western European socialist movement, and they read illegal literature, including
Narodnaya volya. In 1889 Shloyme joined a Vilnius kruzhok of realschule and gymnasium pupils, many of whose
fathers were Poles who had suffered in the 1863 uprising, and Kopelzon introduced him to Jewish SD intelligenty.

Arkady Kremer was born in a small Vilnius province town in 1865. His father taught Jewish religious studies
and supported the enlightenment. In 1877 Arkady lived with a poor uncle in Vilnius, entered the realschule and
met a Russian SR. He later entered the Polytechnical Institute in Riga, Latvia, and met a Polish revolutionary. By
1889 he distributed illegal literature, but spent six months in a Warszawa prison. Early in 1890 he returned to
Vilnius and joined the SD kruzhok. Its members were mostly from liberal middle class Jewish families, and many
had attended secular Russian schools. They knew little about Jewish traditions and had not experienced a riot,®
but they prepared ‘cadres’ (people trained to recruit others) for the Russian ‘revolutionary movement’.®’
Kopelzon and Jogiches formed an SD kruzhok and claimed to represent all Jewish workers.®® After the authorities
found that Jogiches was involved in organising a strike, they sent him to a penal battalion,® but bristle workers,
who combed pigs’ hair to make brushes, had kassy and went on strike,’® and a radical Russian arrived in Vilnius.

Evgeny Sponti was born in Bietarus in 1866. He graduated from St. Petersburg Military Academy in 1887 and
joined an officers’ kruzhok in Vilnius which discussed SR and SD ideas. In 1889 he was discharged for being rude to
senior officers,”* and in 1890 he joined the Jewish SD kruzhok and led kruzhki of Russian-Jewish and Polish-
Lithuanian artisans.”? He and 20-year-old Stanislaw Trusiewicz, a Proletariat survivor,” taught Russian, arithmetic
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and science, and used Dikshtein’s pamphlet and Chernyshevsky’s Chto delat? A key innovation was that kruzhok
graduates went on to lead basic kruzhki.”*

The government barred non-Christians from being members of zemstva,” and that year 30,000 Jews left for
the USA,”® bringing the decade’s total to 135,000.”” New York was now the main hub for émigré Jewish activists;”®
but thousands of non-Jewish artisans across the Russian empire were migrating to the major industrial cities.

(ii) The Society of St. Petersburg Artisans

August Tochisky was born in Ekaterinburg in western Siberia in 1864. His father was a Russianised Polish
nobleman who was commandant of the convict transit prison, and his mother was a French noblewoman. At his
gymnasium August formed a kruzhok which studied works by Russian radicals and Lassalle, but he had bitter
arguments with his father, so he left school. He worked in a factory, and then the railway workshops, where an
Englishman told him about trade unions, and in 1884 he and his sister Maria went to St. Petersburg. He studied
metalworking at a Technical Society School in the Vyborg district, and met Dmitry Lazarev, another nobleman’s
son. They found jobs at the Franco-Russian machine-building works in the Nevsky Gate district, and contacted
workers who had previously belonged to kruzhki. Tochiskaya recruited women on the Bestuzhev courses, and
Tochisky contacted some University students in the Perm zemliachestvo who were interested in SD ideas.

Vladimir Barybin, a founder member of Studencheskaya korporatsya, had rejected SR politics and sought
permission to found a workers’ society with 200 members in the Nevsky Gate district, but the governor refused.
In spring 1886, after the police deported him to Tver province, SRs led the University’s Perm zemliachestvo. In
summer Tochisky drafted rules for Obshchestvo Sankt-Peterburga Remeslenniki (The Society of St. Petersburg
Artisans). He and Lazarev wanted to raise artisans’ material and intellectual level and hoped that kruzhok
graduates would form a workers’ party; but the artisans and intelligenty had separate kruzhki by autumn.”
Tochisky saw an intelligent as a ‘fellow traveller’ whose loyalty would last ‘until the first constitution’, then ‘our
paths would sharply diverge’.®° According to Tochiskaya he wanted to create ‘a mass movement, to draw in the
masses, to give them a single, clear ... common language of economic interests’, but avoid the ‘political
movement’. He was reluctant to use illegal literature, and preferred Dikshtein’s pamphlet,! but his kruzhok built
a fund to buy legal and illegal literature and support arrested and banished workers.%?

Factory inspectors’ reports revealed scandalous abuses. (They would not be published again for 14 years.)®
Some doctors did what they could. Ekaterina Slanskaya had graduated from the Women’s Medical Courses and
worked for the city duma. Most of her patients were peasant women and children, and she regularly made 16 or
17 house calls a day, instead of the officially-required 11. One old woman who had lost an arm in a factory looked
after workers’ children in return for food and shelter, and Slanskaya issued a death certificate for a male worker,
without examining the corpse, because it was in his family’s apartment on a very hot day.®*

Petr Onufriev, his wife Olga and their four children had left their village to live in one room in St. Petersburg,
five minutes from the Baltic Shipyard where Petr was a metalworker, while Olga did laundry and washed floors to
make ends meet;® but other young workers were looking for a radical organisation to join.

Gavril Mefodiev was in his mid-twenties and worked at the Warszawa railway workshops. He knew SRs, but
attended Narva district Technical Society School, met Tochisky in 1885,% and joined the OSPR in 1886. Egor
Klimanov was born into a Pskov province peasant family and had arrived in St. Petersburg in the early 1880s to be
an apprentice blacksmith at the government paper mill and print works near Nevsky Gate. He enrolled at the
Technical Society School, joined an SD kruzhok and Tochisky recruited him in 1886. Klimanov thought that
intelligenty ‘must direct the choice of books, set up libraries and impart and disseminate knowledge’, and ‘obtain
funds, which is easier for the intelligentsia due to the erroneous value placed upon intellectual labour’;¥” but
some kruzhok graduates now led basic kruzhki.

Vasily Shelgunov was born into a peasant family in Pskov province in 1867. By 1879 he worked in a St.
Petersburg foundry, and then in a bookbinder’s workshop.®® He attended a Technical Society School,® and
considered himself an SR by 1886,° but by 1887 Tochisky had recruited him to a kruzhok led by Klimanov.
Shelgunov found Kapital difficult, so Klimanov gave him Dikshtein’s pamphlet.®® Workers bought second-hand
books, but since Kapital cost up to 50 rubles, Shelgunov tore a copy into chapters so that it could ‘be read
simultaneously in three or four kruzhki’.%

Nikolai Bogdanov was born in Vitebsk province in 1870. He arrived in St. Petersburg in 1882, worked in a
basket-making shop and attended a Technical Society School.”® By 1884 he was an apprentice in the Warszawa
railway workshops,® where he joined an SR kruzhok,% but he joined an OSPR kruzhok in 1886. By 1887 he and
Ivan Timofeev led basic kruzhki, as did Mefodiev and Vladimir Proshin at the All-Russian Rubber Works. Nils
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Vasilev, a veteran of SR kruzhki, recruited in the Vyborg district, while Tochiskaya and Elizaveta Danilova
propagandised Laferme cigarette factory women on Vasilievsky Island; and SR students were propagandists.

Gabriel Rodziewicz, a Military Medical School graduate, his wife, Julja, who was a Bestuzhev student, and
Polish University students had formed an SR kruzhok. They may have contacted the ill-fated Narodnaya volya
group in 1887, and after the conspiracy was crushed Bronistaw Lelewel’s Technological Institute SD kruzhok
agreed to join them on condition that they renounced terror.”® The kruzhok included the Lithuanians Waclaw
Cywinski and Josef Buraczewski from Vilnius, the University student Dmitry Stranden, who was Russian, and Gury
Pietrowski, a former member of BlagoeVv’s kruzhok. They gave Proletariat literature to migrant Polish workers and
influenced a few hundred of the city’s 100,000 proletarians,® especially at the New Admiralty Shipyard, the
Artillery Arsenal, Vargunin Paper mill, the Franco-Russian works, and the Stritter, Alexandrov,®® and Putilov
metalworks.”® Lelewel helped Timofeev to build kruzhki at the Baltic Shipyard, while Mefodiev built one at the
Warszawa Railway workshops.

Early in 1888 Tochisky proposed giving intelligenty a marginal role in the Obshchestvo, but in days the police
arrested Lazarev and Danilova,'® and subsequently deported Tochisky to Zhytomyr in Ukraine.'®* Andrey Breitfus,
who had worked with Timofeev at the Baltic Shipyard, recalled ‘not a single word about revolution’ in Tochisky’s
propaganda, but Klimanov led a few workers to the cemetery on the anniversary of the poet Nekrasov’s death.?
In spring the Obshchestvo elected Ludwig Breitfus, Andrey’s brother, as leader.1®® Intelligenty led intermediate
workers’ kruzhki and selected individuals for higher kruzhki, led by various intelligenty. They studied Marx, Engels
and GOT publications, and graduates became ‘independent leaders and propagandists’ of intermediate kruzhki.1®*

Heinrich Fischer was born into a Lutheran family in the tiny Duchy of Sachsen-Altenburg in Germany. He later
moved to Yaroslavl province in Russia to work as a herdsman, vet, miller and forester for a prince, and married
the poultry expert, Emilie Winkler, the daughter of a land steward who hailed from Berlin. In 1871 they had a son.
His godfather, Heinrich Freischtatsky, a Lutheran from Germany, was a metalworker on the Rybinsk-Bologoe
railway,'® and named the boy Heinrich. He learned to be literate and bilingual at home,° but when he was six or
seven, the usual age for rural children to begin working, the family was so large that his parents sent him to his
childless godfather, who was now a station master at Medvedevo, 200km away. Subsequently Freischtatsky
bought a farm 280km away, but later sold it and worked on the railway at the increasingly important Volga port of
Rybinsk. Young Heinrich probably attended a primary school and in 1885 he passed the examination for a
secondary school. It was one of only eight in the province, which taught 1,177 pupils, or three percent of school-
age children, and had three two-year classes. Heinrich entered the upper year of the second class, but also read
western European and US novels and heard about Darwin; but in 1887 he used a slang word in a Russian language
test and narrowly failed to win the gold medal. His godfather, who had taught him to ‘tin samovars, knock out
copper dishes, forge axes and instruments’, found an advertisement in a German-language paper for an
apprentice at a St. Petersburg factory,'®” which made printing presses.'® The city’s heavy industry was recovering
and the teenager’s skills got him a good wage. He lodged with Germans,’®® and met Ivan Keizer, a fellow
apprentice who was 16, and had been born in St. Petersburg. They attended the factory school, and shared a
room with another apprentice.’'® lvan had been an SR, but after Fischer taught them for a few months, lvan
introduced him to a kruzhok of ‘conscious’ workers, where he learned about the western European labour
movement and constitutional systems, and a Swede taught him political economy. It was an Obshchestvo
kruzhok.'? When Fischer got a job in the Petersburg district he found Ivan Egorov, an unskilled labourer, leading a
kruzhok studying Lassalle and Marx.!*® Fischer attended Petr Kaizo’s Vasilievsky Island kruzhok and heard an
intelligent expound Engels’ Der Ursprung der Familie, des Privateigenthums und des Staats (The Origin of the
Family, Private Property and the State). Fischer soon led basic kruzhki, and his ‘German accuracy and cleanliness’
raised no suspicions at the lakovlev petrol engine works. He used irony so effectively with workmates who
disagreed with him that they recognised the absurdity of what they had said and joined in the laughter, but
Fischer preferred to canvass workmates individually, rather than at the communal breakfasts. His kruzhok forged
links with a women servants’ kruzhok and supported their refusal to accept unjust treatment.4

Vera Karelina’s unmarried mother had left her in St. Petersburg’s Foundling Home in 1870, and it later sent her
to an illiterate peasant in a nearby village who encouraged her to go to school. After the peasant died, Vera
worked in a St. Petersburg maternity hospital where supervisors beat her and stopped her reading;'*® but in 1887
Natalia Grigoreva,''® a seamstress who was five years older, and who had supported Narodnaya volya,'’ loaned
her books.!® Bogdanov introduced Karelina to a kruzhok and helped her and Grigoreva to organise a strike of
Foundling Home orphans who were servants at a school for girls from noble families, but the strike was defeated
and the leaders were brutally punished.'*® In 1888 Bogdanov helped Karelina to build a women’s kruzhok,*?° and
young male cotton-spinners she had known at the Foundling Home took her to theirs. “‘We would read an article,
tell about it, and be expected to explain our own conclusions’. She was ‘forced’ to ‘analyse’ texts ‘deeply’, and
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that challenged her belief in god, but after 16 hours’ work she studied for six more,*** and borrowed books. The
kruzhok co-opted Grigoreva,'?? who led Vyborg women'’s kruzhki under Klimanov’s supervision.??

Fyodor Afanasev was born in a St. Petersburg province village in 1869, but by 1881 he was a weaver at the
huge Kreenholm mill near the Estonian border. After completing his military service he returned to his village and
was elected as an elder. He later went to Odesa, using someone else’s internal passport, and worked in the port,
but was arrested and sent home. In 1887 he worked at the Voronin Mill in St. Petersburg, where he met SDs and
organised a weavers’ kruzhok,*?* which included at least one woman.

Anna Boldyreva was born into a Tver province soldier’s family around 1870.12> Many local peasants worked in
St. Petersburg factories,'?® and Boldyreva’s family did so from 1877. By 1879 the nine-year-old worked night shifts
at Pal cotton weaving mill so that nursing mothers could work days, and in 1882, when they were in a ‘state of
half-starvation’, Anna heard ‘lectures’ in workers’ flats.'?” In 1884, during a month-long strike, Cossacks and police
‘thrashed us with lashes without mercy’, and ‘feelings of anger and hatred and vengeance towards all oppressors
grew up in me’.12 |n 1885 she attended a Sunday school,'?® and she joined Afanasev’s kruzhok in 1888.1%

Vasily Buianov was born in Kostroma in 1870, but arrived St. Petersburg and joined SR kruzhki in the early
1880s. The police deported him, but he returned in 1888,'3! and joined the Obshchestvo. Most of its 600 works
related to western Europe, and the illegal section included Manifest Kommunisticheskoy partii, works by
Plekhanov and Rabochy; but the workers preferred Bakh’s and Dikshtein’s pamphlets.

In autumn, after months away, Tochiskaya returned to St. Petersburg and found Ludwig and Eduard Breitfus
were the only intelligenty propagandising factory workers. The police arrested ten intelligenty and one worker,?
and found the fund and legal books, but not the illegal ones,'** which Timofeev kept safe.* The SRs Alexandr
Filimonov, a 21-year-old machinist, and Vladimir Fomin, were active,3> as were Ivan Egorov and his brother Petr.
Tochiskaya and Pietrowski linked several kruzhki to the Technological Institute SD kruzhok, which included seven
Poles, three Russians and a Ukrainian. Tochiskaya found them safe meeting rooms, and they studied the émigré
SR Lavrov’s Istoricheskie pisma (Historical Letters), which argued for training ‘critically thinking’ workers who
could go on to lead the workers” movement; but Fomin’s Baltic Shipyard kruzhok ‘worked under the guidance of
Poles who had links with Germany’, and who were ‘in close contact with developments in social-democracy
abroad’, and had ‘a thorough grasp of social-democratic theory’.'3

(iii) St. Petersburg Central Workers’ Circle

By 1889 over 32,000 inspected Russian plants employed over 1.4 million workers,*¥” and 108 had workforces of
2,000 or more.’® About 10 percent were in the St. Petersburg region, and 90 percent of those were in or near the
city.r®® Its population had grown by 11 percent, to just over a million, in a decade,**® and two-thirds were born
elsewhere,* but 16 large machine-building plants employed 90 percent of the city’s 25,000 metalworkers.'*?

Alexey Buzinov’s father had been born a peasant in Smolensk, but when Alexey married he and his wife moved
to St. Petersburg.'*® He became a lathe-operator at the Semyannikov Shipyard,'** where German and Polish
workers lived and ate well, looked healthy and dressed in expensive clothes. They were ‘one unified family’, and
some were contemptuous of Russian workers’ slovenly dress, shoddy workmanship and lack of culture, and
tended not to mix with them.'* But not all Russian workers were the same, and ‘the more | became rooted in the
factory family, the more clearly | saw the heterogeneity within the limits of even a single enterprise’.

Soon | felt that workers of the machine shops — fitters and turners — also looked at me from above. After this | clearly
distinguished the humble position of workers in the hot shops: the foundry, rolling, and blacksmith shops. Among them |
saw a more uncouth and clumsy sort of people, both in step and speech. In each individual face, through the strong fiery
sunburn, the crude features showed through clearly, which said that in their work strength predominated and not a
quickness of wit. | also saw that beside an experienced founder, even a shabby fitter seemed to be an educated and
thinking person. The fitter held his head higher, was sharper and keener in his speech. He was able to fit in a dozen words
with a bit of irony, while the founder found time only for one, ‘yes and well’, something very simple. With the fitter one
was automatically inclined to talk about something in general and not only about wages. In a word, the worker of the
machine shop was already not that semi-raw material of the foundry and blacksmith shops, but seemed to have passed
through the exacting, shaping action of the machine tools and instruments.

Buzinov ‘never lost an opportunity to pour scorn’ on a textile worker looking like a ‘country bumpkin’ who had
‘wandered into town by mistake’, and would soon return to ‘peck the land with an ancient wooden plough’.

The Baltic Shipyard employed over 2,150 workers, and Fomin recalled that each ‘senior’ chose men from his
village for his squad, ‘first, his own relatives, second, his favourites, friends, and so on’. This ‘made the
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introduction of propaganda more difficult because much effort was expanded on "rooting out" the hostile
attitudes’ of men from Riazan and Novgorod provinces.!*® An intelligent led Fomin’s weekly kruzhok, whose
members often passively received knowledge, but ‘life itself confronted” them with ‘obstacles, unpredictability’
and ‘contradictions’. When Fomin repaired or installed machinery he propagandised and agitated. lvan Egorov
recalled that Lassalle ‘strongly engaged us’, but they modelled themselves on the SDAP’s Bebel.

Konstantin Norinsky was born in St. Petersburg in 1872. In 1885 he became an apprentice in the Baltic
Shipyard machine shop, and enrolled at its Technical Society School. Timofeev gathered workers in the ‘club’
(toilets), recommended books and explained Dikshtein’s pamphlet. He introduced Norinsky to the Port kruzhok,
and when Timofeev left in 1889 Fomin got Norinsky to study Darwin, Marx, Engels’ Der Ursprung der Familie and
workers’ struggles in western Europe and Russia, and he bought books at the Alexandrovsk market.'¥

Vladimir Knyazev was born in 1871.1* He became an apprentice locksmith at the New Admiralty Shipyard in
1884, and qualified by 1889. His equipment was primitive and slow, but one day young workers arrived from the
Baltic Shipyard. They had used new machine-tools on piece-work and their wages had risen, but they had been
sacked as ‘dangerous elements’. They were socialists, and propagandised their workmates, then formed kruzhki.
Knyazev joined one and began propagandising using legal and then illegal literature.'%

‘In the remote darkness of the harbour, in a dark room’, A.A. Solovev’s Port kruzhok lived ‘another life’,
studying the ‘laws of the universe and of human society’, ‘Cosmography and Darwinism’, Manifest
Kommunisticheskoy partii and GOT publications.® Gabriel Rodziewicz and Lelewel led the kruzhok and another at
Obukhov steelworks in the Nevsky Gate, where workers compared data on pay, accidents, insurance and
industrial relations with western Europe, and intelligenty separated the ‘prepared’ from the ‘unprepared’.’!

Other workers were totally unprepared. Zakhar Trifonov recalled a foreman at the Alexandrov metalworks.

He would stop at a wagon being built and stare at someone with his dark eyes, and the worker would fidget furtively
under his gaze, glancing at the foreman, but the victim was doomed. A black cloud of silence and then the wind rises,
slowly seizing the victim by the collar and raising his huge right fist, like a sledge hammer, would bring it down with his full
weight five or six times on the neck of the worker who collapsed under the burden of strokes tearfully begging the
foreman ‘Nikolai Ivanovich! Nikolai Ivanovich!” The foreman like the black cloud then silently sailed on. To see such a
beating disgusted and aroused a feeling of disgust towards the victim, who, for a few minutes was unable to work, sitting
at a box, stroking his neck, saying tearfully: ‘What a devil!’1?

Strikers at another factory built gallows to intimidate a director and almost drowned an engineer.>3

The government had saved the Putilov metalworks from bankruptcy,*>* but its annual production was worth
four million rubles, and the Briansk-Warszawa cartel had bought it to dominate rail-making.'*> Buraczewski, who
rejected terror and wanted to build an independent workers’ party, led a kruzhok that discussed western
European workers’ conditions, strikes and political parties, using Proletariat literature. They elected Buianov as
treasurer, and built a strike fund, and a Polish intelligent built a kruzhok of Polish and Lithuanian workers.

In spring the radical writer Mikhail Saltykov-Shchedrin died. SD intelligenty planned the funeral and Klimanov
and other kruzhki leaders joined the procession. In summer Klimanov and the print-worker Alexey Karelin led
workers at the funeral of Evgeny Andreev, the founder of the Technical Society Schools. Afterwards, in a tavern,
they formed a fund for ‘enlightening’ workers, agreed to contribute 25 kopeks a month and elected Klimanov as
treasurer. The authorities refused to approve their paper, Borba (Struggle), but in autumn around 30 discussed
forming new kruzhki. Klimanov, Karelin, Bogdanov and Mefodiev rented a flat for Mefodiev to live in, and they
and others met there late that year.

Early in 1890 the leading activists met in Fomin’s flat and drafted rules for a worker-led organisation.’® In late
spring 20 kruzhki of six or seven workers and eight groups of two or three kruzhki elected delegates to form
Tsentralny rabochy kruzhok (The Central Workers’ Circle).®> Mefodiev represented the Warszawa Railway
workshops, Fomin the Baltic Shipyard, Buianov the Putilov metalworks and Narva Gate factories, Afanasev the
Vasilievsky Island district and Ivan Evgrafov the New Admiralty Shipyard and the Port. Bogdanov, the secretary,
represented the Nevsky Gate district, and Klimanov the government paper mill and the Franco-Russian
metalworks. The aimed to ‘unite Petersburg workers for a struggle’ for ‘the political and economic liberation of
the working class’. Each kruzhok would have no more than nine members, including an organiser who would build
a fund and library, collect information on factory conditions, receive and distribute leaflets, pass on TRK
instructions and appoint a deputy in case of arrest. Kruzhok members earning up to 30 rubles a month would
contribute two percent to a fund, while those earning over 30 would pay three percent, and there would also be
lotteries, subscriptions and collections at special events. Three quarters of the funds would go to support arrested
members and their families, the unemployed and the victimised, and the TRK, which would one eighth for a strike
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fund and another eighth for publishing leaflets, buying literature and assisting members. When a kruzhok had ten
members, it would split in two. The deputy organiser would lead one of them, and both organisers would appoint
a new deputy. When the number of kruzhki in a district justified it, the TRK would appoint a district organiser.
Other workers could build kruzhki and apply to join the network, but the TRK would vet them first, at their
meetings,’*® which were often at Klimanov’s place.’™® Bogdanov insisted that an ‘organiser of the working class’
had to be honest and ‘cultivated’, be able to explain ‘why there is day and night, seasons of the year, and eclipses
of the sun’, the origin of the universe and species, political economy, history and the history of culture and of the
working class,® so they invited a student.

The University had expelled Vasily Golubev for propagandising, but later reinstated him,** and on Saturday
afternoons he brought money and literature to a flat fitted out for a name-day celebration, in case police
raided.'®® Fomin recalled that intelligenty were ‘messengers’ from ‘a world alien to us, a world where workers had
the right to struggle openly’. Golubev ‘infused new energy’, so members had ‘their hopes raised’.

TRK members changed jobs often and built new kruzhki, or reoriented those ‘not necessarily motivated to
embrace the masses’. Bogdanov moved south of the city to Tsarskoe Selo railway workshops, which built
locomotives, and was delighted when a Polish student led his kruzhok. Bogdanov moved to the Kartochnyi factory
in Nevsky Gate. Police imprisoned 15 or so members of an Obukhov steelworks kruzhok, including its leader, I.
Klopov, but he smuggled a contact’s name and Bogdanov rebuilt the kruzhok. Evgrafov and Baltic Shipyard
workers boosted Nevsky Gate kruzhki and built new ones at the New Admiralty Shipyard. Ivan Yakovlev and
activists at the Siemens & Galske electro-technical plant on Vasilievsky Island attracted an audience by eating
their meals at their benches and debating topical issues. After 11.00pm, when supervisors made themselves
scarce, they conducted deeper ‘philosophical reflection and discussion’, and in their spare time they distribute
literature, made new contacts in workers’ taverns, eating houses and charity dining rooms,*®® and met students.

161

(iv) St. Petersburg Technological Institute Social-Democrats

Boris Krasin was born into a civil servant’s family in 1846, and they later moved to Tobolsk province in west
Siberia.'®* By the 1860s Boris had ‘democratic beliefs and vague, though quite strong, tendencies towards political
and social radicalism’, knew exiled SRs and Polish ‘insurrectionists, and married a woman of peasant descent who
four years his junior. Antonina Kropanina had had little formal education, but admired Nekrasov’s poetry,'®> and
had ‘wide spiritual interests’,'®® though the couple rarely attended church. They moved to Kurgan in south Siberia,
where Leonid was born in 1870 and German followed in 1871. In 1880 Leonid entered the Scientific and Technical
School in Tyumen, 200km away, and German followed in 1881. In 1883 their father became the town’s police
chief,’” and in 1885, when Kennan visited the transit prison, Krasin admitted it was ‘overcrowded and in a bad
sanitary condition’.1®®

In 1887 Leonid graduated with the gold medal and was one of 100 or so out of 800 successful applicants to St.
Petersburg Technological Institute. He found no books on economics or social science in the library, so he formed
an illegal Siberian zemliachestvo and scoured the bookshops. Inspectors never visited the students’ canteen,
where some distributed illegal works,*® collected money and recruited, and an SD told Krasin that revolutionaries
should propagandise workers, not peasants.t”?

The tsar had agreed to the foundation of the first university in Siberia in Tomsk in 1878, and by 1887 Siberia
was home to 11 percent of the empire’s population.}’ Tomsk University eventually opened in 1888, but had only
a medical faculty with eight professors and 72 students,'”> so German Krasin applied to St. Petersburg
Technological Institute and was successful. He and Leonid stayed away from demonstrations, but they met other
Siberian ‘savages’ two or three evenings a week and read works by 1860s Russian radicals, Narodnaya volya, the
GOT,'”® Marx’s unposted 11-year-old draft letter about the commune,'’* and articles by western European SDs
which appeared in a legal paper, though censors had banned works containing the ‘harmful doctrines of Socialism
and Communism’ that ‘stir up class hatred’ and ‘establish anarchy’, or disrespected Christianity and the tsar’s
family. The Institute SDs had an ‘extract’ of Plekhanov’s critique of SRs, but they refused to loan it.}”*

Mikhail Brusnev was born in Kuban Cossack territory in 1864,¢ and became an SR when was 15.17 In 1886 he
reportedly contacted the SRs who failed to assassinate the tsar in 1887.178 Spies spotted him at ‘secret meetings’
and ‘student disturbances’, and making ‘propaganda among workers’.'’® When he entered St. Petersburg
Technological Institute in 1888, he propagandised workers,’® and the SD student kruzhok co-opted him in
autumn 1889.%8! Leonid Krasin knew their programme was based on Kapital, and they led ‘revolutionary clubs’ of
workers, 2 so he raised money for them and argued with SRs.8
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S. Karelin, a veteran SR, visited the city and argued that SRs, SDs, liberals, students and workers should form an
All-Russian Labour Party, but after he left police arrested the SD student Pietrowski. (He later committed suicide
in prison.)’® When the Institute unjustly expelled a student, others barricaded themselves in a building and
appealed for demonstrations against the government. Leonid Krasin was an effective speaker, but police stormed
the building and arrested 25 students. The Institute suspended the Krasin brothers,*®> and Cywinski,'®® and the
Rodziewiczes left the city; but Brusnev, who dressed and behaved differently, escaped arrest, and he and Golubev
led a kruzhok of 20 SD Institute students,*®” some of whom had contacts with members of the TRK.

By winter the TRK led about two dozen kruzhki,'® but at least ten, with from five to eight members, lacked an
intelligent.’® When one kruzhok identified an ‘unknown’ intelligent, the TRK asked Brusnev to check if he was
‘reliable’ before inviting him. The Institute SDs ‘authorised’ Brusnev to develop a programme to prepare workers
to lead basic kruzhki.**®® It went from ‘Reading, writing and thinking’ to natural science (especially Darwin), the
history of culture (from ‘savagery’ to religion, morality, family and property), the ‘dependence of all aspects of
human life on the economic situation’, political economy (from slavery to capitalism and ‘the inevitable evolution
of the latter in the direction of collectivism’)’, the ‘peasant question’ in western Europe and Russia (especially the
village commune), the condition of the working class and social movements in Russia and western Europe, and
reformist ideas, including factory legislation, class structure, economic policy and ‘minimum demands’.**?

Leonid Krasin was an expert in SD theory, 2 and had ‘a rare gift of explaining the most complicated questions
in simple language’.’®® He had declined Brusnev’s invitation to join the Institute SD kruzhok and lead workers’
kruzhki, but police noted that he and German contacted ‘dangerous, harmful people’ and deemed them both
‘politically unreliable’.® During 1890 over 500 St. Petersburg students had been arrested;> but Leonid Krasin
joined Brusnev’s ‘tightly conspiratorial’ kruzhok, though ‘very little was imparted’. They used pseudonyms, kept
their addresses secret,'® and dressed as workers, hoping to fool spies. Krasin’s TRK contact was Afanasev, who let
him lead a kruzhok,*®” which included six or seven men and women aged 20 to 25.%® He lectured on Marx and
political economy in AfanaseV’s flat, initiated discussion and answered questions, then focussed on economic and
political issues and workplace conditions. He also led a mechanics’ kruzhok and a women’s kruzhok.®®

The weavers Karelina, Boldyreva, and Dorofei Nikitich, and Afanasev, had changed jobs and recruited around
25 women, including several of Karelina’s former friends from the Foundling Home,?®® and the women attracted
men, so there were ‘love matches’.?%! Krasin used lanzhul’s report on factories, but later acknowledged that he

gave western European factories a ‘rather rosy colour’,2°2 and particularly those in Germany.

(v) May Day

Eduard Bernstein was born into a Jewish family in Berlin in 1850.2% His father was descended from rabbis and
scholars, and had been a tinsmith, but was now an engine driver. Eduard was sent to the reform Jewish school for
religious instruction, but his parents did not object when he attended a Protestant church. At the gymnasium
there were few Jews, and none in his class, and he recalled that ‘no Christian could have felt stronger disdain’ for
‘manifestations of orthodoxy’ than he did.?** He left in 1866, qualified as a bank clerk in 1869, and joined the
SDAP in 1872.2% He saw the ‘great recession’ in world trade as the ‘final crisis of capitalism’ in 1873,2% sheltered
Axelrod from the police in 1874, and met other Russian exiles. He renounced his membership of the Jewish
community, and studied Engels’ critique of Diihring as it appeared in instalments in Vorwidirts.? In 1878 Héchberg
invited Bernstein to be his secretary in Lugano, and he left just before the ‘exceptional law’ against socialists came
into force. The German police banned Die Zukunft, and when Hochberg visited Berlin, early in 1879, they
deported him, so he and Bernstein moved to Zurich and invited a young man from Vienna to join them.?%

Karl Kautsky was born in Prague in 1854, into the family of an artist and a former actress who wrote popular
socialist novels.?!? His father was of Czech origin, and sympathised with the national movement, while his mother
was partly of German origin, and spoke German with her children. The family moved to Vienna in 1863, and Karl
attended a Seminary, then transferred to a gymnasium in 1867.%!! In the early 1870s he entered the University
(which had admitted Jews for over a century), wrote for Austrian SD periodicals and SDAP papers, and contacted
party leaders.?’? The Socidlné Demokraticka strana Ceskoslovanskd v Rakousku (The Czech Social Democratic
Party) was founded in 1878.213 Kautsky evidently did not join, and recalled that Héchberg criticised SDAP leaders
for their lack of sympathy for ‘bourgeois democracy’.?** Many Russian Jews had left Germany for Switzerland, and
Bernstein met Axelrod and Deutsch.?®®

Early in 1881 Vollmar resigned as editor of the SDAP’s Der Sozialdemokrat, and Bernstein became the acting
editor.?'® Bebel told Engels that Kautsky had ‘all kinds of whims’, which might lead to ‘considerable differences of
opinion’, but took him and Bernstein to London, where Engels enthused about Bernstein. By spring he was the
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paper’s permanent editor,?” with Motteler as business manager, Hermann Schliiter as publisher and Leonhard
Tauscher in charge of the press.?’® (SDAP organisations included ‘only people actually needed’ for ‘acquiring and
spending financial resources’ and ‘setting up demonstrations’.?’®) After the tsar was assassinated Bernstein
stressed that Narodnaya volya’s methods were not ‘our methods’, but ‘their goals are the same’.??° In summer
Kautsky visited London and met Marx, who privately described him as belonging to ‘the tribe of philistines’, but
he was ‘otherwise a decent fellow in his own way’. Engels view was only slightly less acerbic.??

In autumn the German government imposed states of siege in the SDAP strongholds of Leipzig and Hamburg-
Altona,??? and Bebel, Liebknecht and 29 others were deported.??® Days later SDAP candidates won 312,000 votes
in the Reichstag elections, or 6.1 percent of those cast,??* but 13, or three percent of the seats;?”> and though
Liebknecht was elected, Bebel was not. In summer 1882 the SDAP deputies, Bebel and another former deputy
went to Zurich.??® They accused Bernstein of ‘slanderous attacks’ and insisted that the paper had to submit to the
‘directives of party officials’.??” He refused to submit to ‘the censorship of the Fraktion’,**® suggested that the
SDAP use Engels’ Die Entwicklung des Sozialismus for agitation, but got little support,??® and knuckled under. In
spring 1883 60 delegates attended a secret SDAP congress in Copenhagen.?? Bebel knew other leaders ‘dream
more or less of a social reform in alliance with other elements’, but predicted the collapse of the state’s ‘political
apparatus’.?! In London Kautsky was an executor of Marx’s literary estate,?*? and edited the monthly Die Neue
Zeit (The New Time),?® under Liebknecht’s remote supervision,?* and it was printed in Stuttgart.

Johann Dietz, the son of a tailor and the daughter of an artisan, was born in Libeck in 1843. After leaving
school he became an apprentice typesetter, and later worked in St. Petersburg, where he met socialists. In 1866
he joined the socialist-oriented labour movement in Hamburg, and by 1875 he ran the new Hamburg-Altonaer
Volksblatt (The Hamburg-Altona People’s Paper),?® but the police closed it after the ‘exceptional law’ came into
force in 1878.2%¢ From 1881 Dietz was a moderate SDAP Reichstag deputy, and J.H.W. Dietz Verlag in Stuttgart
published books by party leaders. After Marx died in spring 1883, Dietz was one of his literary executors,?*” and he
began a business relationship with Engels.?*® Dietz printed the second edition of Bebel’s Die Frau und der
Sozialismus (Woman and Socialism),?*® and Die Neue Zeit,**® which propagated the ideas of Marx and Darwin, but
the German censors passed it because of its ‘scientific’ seriousness.?** In Zurich Bernstein wrote that the SDAP’s
‘final goal’ was ‘to seize power in the state’, and the Reichstag passed a sickness insurance law,?*? but the German,
Austrian and Russian monarchs formed the Emperors’ League.?*?

In spring 1884 the Reichstag renewed the ‘exceptional law’ for two years and four months, but softened its
implementation. Motteler sent 9,000 copies of Der Sozialdemokrat to Germany each week, but Basel police
confiscated a shipment, so he sent a stereotype to a German printer. In autumn the SDAP received 549,000 votes
in the Reichstag election, or 9.7 percent of those cast but 24, or six per cent of the seats. Bebel was elected, but
18 others were moderates.?** The SDAP was represented on all major Reichstag committees, and an amended
accident insurance law came into effect.?®® In London Kautsky told Engels that a ‘genuine hatred for Marx and
Marxism dominates our educated people’ in Germany.

Early in 1885 Motteler dispatched a denunciation of the SDAP deputies who had supported a subsidy for
colonial shipping, and Bernstein refused to print the deputies’ rebuttal, but he had to back down,?* even though
Bebel and Liebknecht privately supported him. Kautsky took more control of Die Neue Zeit,**” and SD intelligenty
in Kyiv, Vilnius, Kharkiv, Nizhni-Novgorod, Kazan, Saratov, Moscow and St. Petersburg translated and
hectographed articles for their kruzhki; yet when Kautsky asked Plekhanov in Switzerland for an article about
Russian revolutionaries he had ‘very little to say’.2%®

Three years earlier three percent of almost 2.5 million German enterprises had employed six or more workers,
but accounted for over 43 percent of the industrial workforce.?*® The number of strikes began to rise in 1883, and
by 1886 there were over 90,000 trade unionists and at least 15 union papers. The government told the police and
courts to take strict measures against strikers,”® though SDAP leaders discouraged strikes; and after workers
marched through Spremberg on May Day, singing the Marseillaise, the government imposed a state of siege. The
chancellor narrowly won a vote to renew the ‘exceptional law’, and in summer nine SDAP leaders, including
Bebel, went to jail for six months for attending the Copenhagen congress and circulating Der Sozialdemokrat. The
SDAP Reichstag deputies dropped the paper as their official organ, but the police had spies in the organisation
and brought more trials, and the government imposed a state of siege in Frankfurt and Stettin. Early in 1887 the
SDAP received 763,000 votes in the Reichstag election, or 10.1 percent of those cast, but 11, or 2.8 percent of the
seats, and the police threatened to arrest two of the seven who turned up. Liebknecht had lost his seat, and
believed that reforms could achieve ‘revolutionary demands’;?*! but some workers looked to the USA.

On 1 May the previous year (by the western calendar) the American Federation of Labor had organised a strike
for an eight-hour day in Chicago, but the police killed and wounded several demonstrators. On the 4" someone in
Haymarket Square threw a bomb at the police, and six workers’ leaders were arrested.?*? In 1887 the Chicago
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Labor Union called for a strike for eight hours on May Day, and 300,000 workers came out across the USA,?*3 but
late that year four of the six arrested Chicago workers were hanged.?

German trade unionists had demonstrated in Hamburg and other industrial centres on May Day, but
employers imposed lockouts.?* In autumn a secret SDAP congress in Switzerland elected Bebel as leader;?*® but
the Emperors’ League was renewed.”’ Early in 1888 the Reichstag renewed the ‘exceptional law’ for two years
and eight months, and in spring the chancellor pressured the Swiss authorities to expel the Der Sozialdemokrat
staff. They went to London,?*® and operated as the German Publishing Company under Bernstein’s name.?*° He
lived ‘quite far from the East End’, where Jewish socialists sponsored a demonstration for ‘work, bread, and the
eight hour day’, and 3,000 turned up.?®® Motteler now sent 11,000 copies to Germany,?! and stereotypes to
printers in Cologne, Altenburg, Burgstadt, Nuremberg and Hamburg.2?

The number of large factory workforces in Germany had doubled in a decade,**® and the government legalised
trade unions.?®* Most of the 81 SDAP delegates at the founding of the Second International in Paris were trade
unionists,?> and the SDAP decided to celebrate international workers’ solidarity with strikes, demonstrations and
demands for an eight-hour day on May Day in 1889.%% That year an old age and disability insurance law came into
effect, but the chancellor aimed to make the ‘exceptional law’ permanent.2®”

By 1890 most German trade unionists were skilled artisans in small and medium-sized enterprises,?®® but there
were eight million industrial workers. Over 1,800 trade unions had 237,000 members, and 148,000 subscribed to
one of the 45 union papers; but the 10,400 organised cabinet makers almost equalled the 12,600 printers, almost
18,500 tobacco workers outnumbered 16,900 miners, the 30,800 organised bricklayers and 13,000 carpenters
together outnumbered the 37,500 metalworkers;?®° yet steel production had grown 13 times in 20 years. Since
1878 the ‘exceptional law’ had led to the closure of 95 trade unions, 23 workers’ insurance societies and 214
political and social organisations. The SDAP’s cash had been confiscated, and pub and bookshop owners were
forbidden to host meetings or allow the distribution of literature. Around 900 socialists had been deported,
including 293 from Berlin,?”® and the police had jailed over 1,500.%’* In January the kaiser proposed a law to
regulate Sunday work and shorten working hours for women and children, and next day the Reichstag declined to
renew the ‘exceptional law’,?’? by 169 votes to 98. Over 60 socialist papers appeared,?’® and in February the SDAP
contested almost every Reichstag seat,?’* and won 1,427,298 votes, or 19.7 percent of those cast, but 35, or 8.8
percent of the seats. The chancellor resigned,?’® and the Emperors’ League lapsed;?’® but when Hamburg workers
struck and demonstrated on May Day, their employers imposed a lockout.?’” Soon after 100,000 Ruhr miners
went on strike for an eight-hour day, and after troops killed five and wounded nine, 50,000 more miners came
out.?’® Bebel advised them to seek an ‘acceptable compromise’,?”® and the kaiser managed to persuade the mine-
owners to concede a nine-hour day and a pay rise, and end compulsory overtime; but they subsequently
victimised strike leaders.?®® On 1 October Die Neue Zeit became a weekly.?®! The SDAP Halle Congress changed the
party’s name to Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands (The Social-Democratic Party of Germany),?®? and
recognised May Day as a holiday, but suggested holding a social event the following Sunday.?
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(vi) The revolutionary movement in Russia will triumph as a workers’ movement or it will never triumph

In 1887 the former Proletariat leader Warynski had died in Shlisselburg Fortress. Most other leaders had been
exiled to eastern Siberia for ten years, but two died on the road and others died or committed suicide after they
arrived.?® In spring 1888 30 political suspects exiled without trial had arrived in Yakutsk. They had walked for
almost a year and the governor ordered them to walk for three months more in a direction that would imperil
their lives, so they asked him to change his mind, but he sent troops. They had orders to use rifle butts and
bayonets, but they fired 500 bullets. Several prisoners were horribly mutilated, nine were dangerously wounded,
13 were disabled, six died, and the survivors were court martialled. Two women were sentenced to four years’
katorga; most were exiled for eight to fifteen years; five were sentenced to katorga for life and three were
executed. One was taken to the gallows on his bed, a rope was put round his neck and the bed was taken away.?*

In summer 1889 the Priamursk military governor-general announced that state criminals would be liable to
corporal punishment like common convicts. In Kara katorga prison Natalia Sigida, who was 28-years-old and from
a merchant’s family in Taganrog, had been exiled for being a member of Narodnaya volya. She asked to see the
prison governor and slapped his face, and he ordered that she should have 100 lashes with a birch rod, but the
doctor refused to sanction the flogging. She and Maria Kovalevskaya, Maria Kaluzhskaya and Nadezhda
Smirnitskaya took poison. Sigida died that evening and the others died within two days. Seven men took
morphine. More followed, and six died,?® but the former Proletariat leader Kon survived. He and two other men
agreed to try again, but the justice minister reversed the governor-general’s policy.?®’
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Mikhail Poliakov, the Katerynoslav Narodnaya volya terrorist, had been exiled to the Stredne-Kolyma district of
northeast Siberia in 1889, and joined 18 state criminals had arrived the year before. Food and warm clothing were
scarce and cost extortionate amounts of money, so most could not afford them, and the temperature reached 30
degrees below by autumn. Poliakov felt he had been sent to ‘a living death in a land cut off from all the world by
2,000 kilometres of swamps and mountainous desert’; but pamphlets about the ‘despotic cruelty’ of the Yakutsk
authorities circulated across Siberia and European Russia,?® and soon after the government closed Kara. It exiled
non-Jewish state criminals to Akatui, Nerchinsk or Sakhalin Island.?° In six years, officially, 579 exiled political
suspects had been Jews,?® and Jews still went to Yakutsk.?®* The government had apparently defeated the SRs.

Dr Gurev, a Russian radical, had given money to the GOT to produce a periodical in Switzerland,?®? and Sotsial-
Demokrat had appeared in summer 1888. Plekhanov wrote: ‘Let our intelligenty go to the workers; life itself will
make them revolutionaries’ .**® ‘Give us 500,000 politically conscious workers and nothing will remain of
absolutism’, though he did not see an ‘independent role for the proletariat prior to the revolution’. Axelrod argued
that the ‘final defeat of the tsarist power’ would be in towns and cities,?* so the ‘worker-intelligentsia’ should
‘form a single workers’ party’;?*> but Plekhanov told Axelrod he had ‘every right to check’ his ‘centralist and
Jacobin tendencies’. >

In spring 1889 Russian terrorists caused an explosion in Switzerland,?’” and the authorities expelled the GOT.2*®
Plekhanov and Zasulich moved to Mornex in France,?®® but Plekhanov suffered from tuberculosis, and when
Zasulich nursed him she caught it t00.3®° That summer, at the founding Second International Congress in Paris,
Plekhanov argued that the Russian ‘revolutionary intelligentsia’, with ‘the aid of the workers, must take the
bastion of the autocracy by force’,*! but ‘the revolutionary movement in Russia will triumph as a workers’
movement or it will never triumph’.3%? Zasulich believed the development of Russian capitalism was inevitable,
but it was unlikely that SR intelligenty would perform the same revolutionary function as the western European
bourgeoisie had done.3®® The GOT published Ezhegodnyi vsemirnyi prazdnik rabochikh (The Annual World Wide
Labour Holiday), to encourage May Day events;3** and there was a response in Poland.

Julian Marchlewski was born in Wtoctawek in central Poland, in 1866,3% into a family of minor gentry.3%® He
later joined a secondary school kruzhok associated with Proletariat, and was an apprentice dyer in Warszawa by
1887,37 then went to work in a German factory,*® and qualified by 1889.3% Jerzy Warszawski was born in
Warszawa in 1868. He later participated in student kruzhki, joined Proletariat and founded Zwigzek Robotnikéw
Polskich (The Union of Polish Workers),3*® with Marchlewski.3'! In 1889 two strikes involved 2,870 workers,3'? and
in 1890 8,000 celebrated May Day in Warszawa and t6dz.3!2 Since 1881 hundreds of thousands of Polish workers
had taken part in over 450 strikes and other actions;3'* and since 1867 Poland’s industrial output had trebled,
while cotton production had risen 40-fold;3*® but European Russian industry no longer needed Polish coal.

(vii) The Russian Social Revolutionary Group of Workers

The Donbass covered almost 2.3 million hectares of Katerynoslav and Kharkiv provinces in Ukraine, and the Don
military region.3'® In 1873 coal was discovered near Luhansk,?'” and in 1875 a railway carried it to central
Russia.3'® In 1881 high-grade iron ore was discovered at Kryvyi Rih, and railways linked the Donbass to Moscow.3®
The government built more lines to develop the metallurgical industry;32° but that year there were almost 1,000
cases of anti-government activity in the south,3?! and police and troops guarded the tsar’s Crimean estate.3?

In 1882 the government took powers to dissolve foreign-owned companies, but approved a Belgian-led steel
cartel to make rails. By 1883 Donbass pig-iron production satisfied two thirds of domestic demand,??® but the
largely peasant local population was locked in temnota (mental darkness). Ukraine was home to two million
Jews,3?* and after a Jewish shop assistant in Katerynoslav smacked a boy thief, his mother ran out howling, and
‘Christian’ labourers beat the assistant so badly that he died next day. Others beat Jewish men, raped women and
looted almost 2,000 homes, before troops shot 28 rioters and wounded many more.3%

After the harvest Kursk province peasants went to luzovka in south-eastern Ukraine, which was named after
the Welsh ironworks owner, John Hughes. They worked over winter, and by 1884 4,750 or so Russians and 440
Jews formed 95 percent of the town’s population. The ironworks employed 3,274, but single men paid about 13
rubles a month, or half the average wage, to live in an artel. Eight percent of men were literate, but hardly any
women, and fewer than 200 girls and 2,400 boys, or around 12 percent of school-age children, were being
educated. Hughes employed 625 coal miners,*?® and Cossacks broke a strike with flogging and deportation.3?”

The ports on the Baltic coast and many inland waterways were frozen for several months a year,**® and Black
Sea ports imported 240,000 tonnes of coal annually,3?° but the finance minister imposed a 20 percent import
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tariff.33° In the five years to 1885 the natural population increase in much of Ukraine averaged 20 per 1,000,
and the Donbass industrial workforce numbered 32,000, but the government bought rails at inflated prices.?*?

In spring 1887 140 miners near luzovka stopped coal leaving until they were paid, and the police chief
borrowed 600 rubles from Hughes to tide them over. When managers at a nearby French-owned mine
announced lower summer wage rates, 1,500 miners went on strike for the current rate, and demanded sacking of
hated supervisors and the supplier of poor quality meat. The director agreed, but asked the authorities for troops,
then reneged. Hundreds of miners attacked two taverns and a brewery, and set off for luzovka, but Hughes’ son
organised ironworkers to drive them away. The vice-governor deported 60 or so miners to their villages and tried
62. Six went free and 35 spent a week in prison. (The others would stay there for up to 18 months.)33
Katerynoslav’s chief gendarme reported that luzovka workers were ‘wild and ungovernable’. ‘They pay no respect
to the police, and generally don’t know how to conduct themselves’. On the tsar’s name day, ironworkers
gathered by the home of police chief, ‘expressed dissatisfaction with the fact that no flags were hung’ and
‘threatened to report him to the higher authorities’.33* In spring 1888, after an anti-Jewish riot, the provincial
governor stationed Cossacks in luzovka,®* where intelligenty were scarce.

Four years earlier Dmitry Bekariukov, the son of a rich landowner, had been one of 80 or so student
‘conspirators’ at Kharkiv University who were linked to about 20 other kruzhki in Kharkiv, Kyiv, Kazan,
Katerynoslav and St. Petersburg. Bekariukov contacted SRs to propagandise Kharkiv workers, but then the student
‘conspirators’ dispersed. In 1885 Kharkiv artisan SRs donated three percent of their wages to build a small library,
and by 1887 some doubted the usefulness of terror. They consulted Stepan Tkachenko and Sergey Veletsky, two
Belgorod intelligenty, and produced a programme for Russkoi sotsialno-revoliutsionnoi gruppy rabochikh (The
Russian Social Revolutionary Group of Workers). They would use terror against spies, police and officials, but
explain capitalism and exploitation to workers, and they hoped to join an All-Russian party, overthrow the tsar
and win the means of production for the working class. They asked Bekariukov to edit their programme, lecture
and write propaganda for peasants and workers. They split, but he reunited them, and by summer 1888 50
workers in seven kruzhki had contacted Veterinary Institute students. Bekariukov left Kharkiv, because the police
got too close, but a student brought literature and Tkachenko led the railway workshop kruzhki.33®

The Briansk Ironworks Company had built a metallurgical factory in Katerynoslav,®*’ where there were no
residence restrictions on Jews, and Jewish intelligenty propagandised artisans and workers.33® The provincial
governor noted that ‘Jewish youth, with very few exceptions’ were ‘tainted with the ideas of socialism’,**° and
stationed Cossacks in the town.3*® In autumn Tochisky was deported from St. Petersburg to Katerynoslav,3! and
contacted a school pupil’s kruzhok that read SR literature and Kapital.3*> He was arrested,3*® but the Donbass was
increasingly important to the national economy.

During the 1880s up to one million men, women and children had migrated to the Caucasus and Ukraine each
year.3* luzovka was home to 15,000, and the ironworks employed 2,580, including 112 children aged 12 to 15;
but by 1890 there were 6,326 ironworkers and 1,773 miners, and 2,456 boys and 692 girls attended local schools,
while another 70 attended an Orthodox school and there were others at small Jewish schools. There were around
21 people per square kilometre in the Donbass, or half the density of central Russia, and better-off peasants had
large holdings,** but land prices in some districts had quadrupled in 30 years. The region’s industrial workforce
numbered 82,000,%* and employers paid high wages to attract peasants, who changed jobs or went back to their
village rather than strike. There were 20 primary schools, but sending a child to secondary school for a year cost
an ironworker a month’s pay. The schools at 27 of the 31 largest coalmines and 15 of the 22 metalworks taught
skilled foreign workers to speak Russian; but many Russian workers attended Sunday schools. Almost a third of
miners and three-fifths of metalworkers were literate and some owned books, but officials, police, troops and
Orthodox clergy reinforced the temnota of the ‘bottom strata’ of Russians, and alcohol abuse was widespread.
Jews formed over a third of Katerynoslav workers and about a quarter in the surrounding district, and many were
literate clerks and artisans. In five years there had been 20 strikes and three ‘riots’, but now there were ‘ghastly’
anti-Jewish riots.3#

After Efim Munblit, a Jewish student at Odesa University, joined a demonstration, the police deported him to
Katerynoslav, where he led Tochisky’s former kruzhok and used GOT literature.3*® The police had identified 24
political suspects, and had 82 others, plus ten temporary residents, under surveillance;** but the growth of the
Donbass coal, iron and steel industries was relentless.

In 1885-1889 national pig-iron production had averaged 613,000 tonnes a year, but it reached 922,000 tonnes
in 1890. Urals plants made 391,000 tonnes of steel out of a national total of 800,000 tonnes, but five Donbass
plants made 218,000 tonnes,**® and were five times as efficient.®*! The 37 Donbass coalmines employed almost
60 percent of all Russian miners,**? and produced 2.7 million tonnes, or 85 percent of national output.3>® luzovka
ironworks made 100 percent profit,3* but Cossacks broke a miners’ strike with flogging and deportation.3*
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(viii) The costs of industrialisation

In the 20 years to 1882 non-gentry had bought 18 percent of the gentry’s remaining land,**® but less than 11
percent was cultivated on capitalist lines.3>” Peasants were leaving their villages in increasing numbers, and the
commune’s main function was enforcing mutual responsibility for taxes,**® but by 1883 direct tax arrears had
averaged 30 percent for five years.>®® The government’s new Peasants’ Land Bank offered loans of up to half the
purchase price at 5.55 percent interest for 25 or 35 years,*® and kulaki often paid cash,*®* but the large deposit
was beyond most peasants, so groups made three-quarters of purchases and prices rocketed,*®? and in 1885 1.3
percent of loans were to individuals.?®® The government’s new Nobles’ Land Bank charged 4.5 percent interest,3%
and rarely challenged gentry valuations; but by 1886 they owed 79 million rubles in unpaid loans and interest,3®°
The finance minister raised indirect taxes and land tax,3*® and forced state peasants to make redemption
payments for 45 years,3*’ but it abolished direct taxes on other peasants and reduced rail freight rates for grain to
encourage exports. The government collected taxes in autumn, so poor peasants had to sell grain when prices
were low and buy it in winter when it was dear, to eat and to sow in spring.3®® The government empowered
landowners to dismiss labourers for ‘rudeness’, but labourers could not break a contract for ill-treatment, and if
they left the police brought them back.3®® In 1887 the finance minister initiated a drive to industrialise,*”® so he
required customs duties and tariffs to be paid in gold.®”* In 1888 61.9 percent of peasant households had no
horse,®”? and by 1889 the government had freed peasants from communal responsibilities,>”® but 385,000
migrated to Siberia and Turkestan,?”* because the government offered land at a small rent.3” It had empowered
provincial governors in European Russian to appoint 2,000 ‘land captains’, and most were sons of gentry or army
officers. They could overturn commune decisions, sack officials, decide legal disputes, order flogging for minor
misdemeanours,3”® impose forced labour and surveillance, fine up to five rubles and order up to seven days’
imprisonment; so their opportunities for demanding bribes were endless. The Nobles’ Land Bank added the
gentry’s unpaid interest to their loans,3” and they had little incentive to improve agricultural methods.

There had been famines in parts of European Russia in 1882 and 1886,3’® and though there were excellent
harvests in 1887 and 1888,%”° there were localised famines in 1889.38 For 30 years, by 1890, births had exceeded
deaths by around 14 per 1,000 a year,*! and in 20 years the rural population had grown by 50 percent, but the
main grain yields by only 15 percent.3® Peasants held an average of 5.1 hectares in the northern Region, 2.2 in
the Central Region, 1.9 in Ukraine and 1.5 in the South West;*® but in Tambov province 40 percent had primitive
implements and no livestock.3® Rye bread formed around 60 percent of the peasants’ diet, plus potatoes and
cabbage, but poor peasants had little to eat from October to May and were close to starvation until harvest.3®>
The grain harvest was 20 percent below average, and provincial zemstva asked the government for help, but a
general insisted that there was no famine and the interior minister ordered papers not to ‘disturb the public
mind’ with stories about starvation or face severe fines or suppression. The famous writer Lev Tolstoy published
the fact that ten million families could not feed themselves until the next harvest, and asked if the government
had enough grain to feed them. In autumn the finance minister claimed that grain stocks were adequate, but
banned exports, and set aside 12 million rubles for relief; but he did not admit that it would cost 400 million
rubles to buy enough grain from dealers. He threatened to have anyone giving money to peasants without
permission arrested, but citizens donated millions; and in December the government announced that it would not
put ‘any obstacles in the way of private initiative in the work of relief’. For five years direct tax arrears had
averaged 42 percent, and in 1890 one Pskov province district almost 83 percent of babies died before their first
birthday, but for five years the authorities had issued almost five million internal passports each year.3® The
government owned about 25 percent of the 32,400km railway network, but many locomotives used wood, since
British coal was expensive, and private railway companies owed the government 310 million gold and 597 million
paper rubles. Rail freight had more than quadrupled in 25 years, and over 252,000 railway workers included
167,000 full-timers.3®”

In 1881-1885 Russia had been responsible for 3.4 percent of global industrial production;® but from 1885 to
1889 annual industrial growth averaged 6.1 percent. The annual consumption of imported raw cotton averaged
150,000 tonnes, and coal production averaged 4.9 million tonnes.?® During the 1880s entrepreneurs had built
3,030 factories and workshops,** and since 1867 industrial output had doubled.3*! In 1885-1889 the annual
consumption of imported raw cotton had averaged 150,000 tonnes,*? but by 1890 a quarter came from Russian
Asia, and European Russian mills produced 120,000 tonnes of thread and 110,000 tonnes of cloth.3%® Since 1880
industrial production had risen by 63 percent.3*® In 1890 coal production was six million tonnes, and half of it
came from the Donbass.3*> Nationally there were almost 1.65 million inspected factory workers,**® or 1.4 percent
of the population,® and government inspectors were empowered to let children aged ten to 12 work night
shifts.3%8
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In 1880 foreign investors had owned 91.5 million rubles’ worth of Russian corporations. French investors
owned 26.8 million rubles’” worth, the British 29 million and Germans 29.8 million rubles. Foreigners also owned
5.7 million rubles’ worth of Russian government bonds.3*° During the 1880s foreigners supplied around one third
of industrial capital,*® and received annual dividends of between 6.4 and 7.3 percent. By 1890 foreigners owned
186.2 million rubles’ worth of Russian corporations. French investors owned 61.4 million rubles’” worth, Britons
29.8 millions and Germans 68.8 millions. Foreigners owned half the engineering and machine-building plants and
two-thirds of the metallurgy works and mines;**? yet Russian industry produced six percent of the world’s goods,
and ranked seventh among industrialised nations.*%?

From 1880 to 1885 Russia’s annual trade surplus averaged 50 million rubles; and by 1885 German banks held
two billion marks’ worth of Russian government bonds.**® In December the Russian government reduced the gold
content of the ruble so that one ruble was valued at four French francs.*®* From 1886 to 1889 the government’s
annual surplus averaged 116 million gold rubles,**> and from 1886 to 1890 it averaged 250 million;*® but one
ruble was now worth 2.2 French francs.*”” Foreighers owned 28.5 million rubles’ worth of Russian government
bonds.*®® and thanks to German speculators, the paper ruble had lost 38 percent of its international value in a
decade. The government had floated four substantial loans in France in just over a year, and it had placed a large
order for infantry weapons with French firms.*®® The German chancellor forbade the Reichsbank to accept Russian
government bonds as collateral,*’® and ordered investors not to buy them.*! The Berlin Bourse transferred 640
million rubles of Russian debt to the Paris Bourse,*'? at four percent interest,**> but French speculators snapped it
up.”** The government’s annual deficit had averaged 28 million rubles since 1881, and customs duty averaged
20 percent of its income,*® while the annual trade surplus was 285 million rubles.*'” The government’s revenue
income was 959 million rubles,* but its foreign debt was the highest in Europe.*®
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4. We are uneducated and unorganised

(i) Das Erfurter Programm

The Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands began publishing its newspaper Vorwdrts in Berlin in January 1891.
The SPS’s editors, Bebel and Liebknecht, each received over 10,000 marks a year, while German workers averaged
700.! Trade union membership had reached 320,000, but Bebel told Engels in London that the SPD had ‘to hold
the masses within bounds’ on May Day, so ‘no conflicts arise’.> German union leaders organised a social event the
following Sunday,® union membership fell, but Bernstein argued that the ‘road to full political liberty’ was via
parliament.* Bebel and Liebknecht drafted a programme for the SPD, Liebknecht consolidated comments by
Bernstein, Kautsky and Engels, and in autumn delegates at the Erfurt Congress accepted it unanimously.®

1. Universal, equal, and direct suffrage with secret ballot in all elections, for all citizens of the Reich over the age of
twenty, without distinction of sex. Proportional representation, and, until this is introduced, legal redistribution of
electoral districts after every census. Two-year legislative periods. Holding of elections on a legal holiday.
Compensation for elected representatives. Suspension of every restriction on political rights, except in the case of
legal incapacity.

2. Direct legislation by the people through the rights of proposal and rejection. Self-determination and self-government
of the people in Reich, state, province, and municipality. Election by the people of magistrates, who are answerable
and liable to them. Annual voting of taxes.

3. Education of all to bear arms. Militia in the place of the standing army. Determination by the popular assembly on
questions of war and peace. Settlement of all international disputes by arbitration.

4. Abolition of all laws that place women at a disadvantage compared with men in matters of public or private law.

5. Abolition of all laws that limit or suppress the free expression of opinion and restrict or suppress the right of
association and assembly. Declaration that religion is a private matter. Abolition of all expenditures from public funds
for ecclesiastical and religious purposes. Ecclesiastical and religious communities are to be regarded as private
associations that regulate their affairs entirely autonomously.

6. Secularization of schools. Compulsory attendance at the public Volksschule [extended elementary school]. Free
education, free educational materials, and free meals in the public Volksschulen, as well as at higher educational
institutions for those boys and girls considered qualified for further education by virtue of their abilities.

7. Free administration of justice and free legal assistance. Administration of the law by judges elected by the people.
Appeal in criminal cases. Compensation for individuals unjustly accused, imprisoned, or sentenced. Abolition of capital
punishment.

8. Free medical care, including midwifery and medicines. Free burial.

9. Graduated income and property tax for defraying all public expenditures, to the extent that they are to be paid for by
taxation. Inheritance tax, graduated according to the size of the inheritance and the degree of kinship. Abolition of all
indirect taxes, customs, and other economic measures that sacrifice the interests of the community to those of a
privileged few.

The Programm made reformist demands.

1. Effective national and international worker protection laws on the following principles: (a) Fixing of a normal working
day not to exceed eight hours. (b) Prohibition of gainful employment for children under the age of fourteen. (c)
Prohibition of night work, except in those industries that require night work for inherent technical reasons or for
reasons of public welfare. (d) An uninterrupted rest period of at least thirty-six hours every week for every worker. (e)
Prohibition of the truck system.

2. Supervision of all industrial establishments, investigation and regulation of working conditions in the cities and the
countryside by a Reich labour department, district labour bureaus, and chambers of labour. Rigorous industrial
hygiene.

3. Legal equality of agricultural labourers and domestic servants with industrial workers; abolition of the laws governing
domestics.

4. Safeguarding of the freedom of association.

5. Takeover by the Reich government of the entire system of workers’ insurance, with decisive participation by the
workers in its administration.®

The Programm assumed that big capital would force out small capital and accentuate class struggle,” and
proclaimed that social democracy was ‘the merger of socialism and the worker movement’.? Bebel argued that
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‘bourgeois society is working so forcefully towards its own downfall that we only have to wait for the moment to
pick up the power that drops from its hands’;® and most Congress delegates would live to see socialism.
Subsequently the Reichstag banned Sunday working and employing children under 13. Women could not work
over 11 hours a day and youths under 16 over ten. Civil servants would fix working hours in factories with difficult
conditions, and arbitration courts would involve both employers and workers.!! Reformism seemed to be
working; but the Russian government’s industrial relations policy was very different, above all in St. Petersburg.

(ii) Spare no bullets

By 1891 St. Petersburg textile mills employed over 22,000 workers and metalworking plants over 19,000.'? Early
that year the TRK activist Petr Evgrafov told others at the Baltic Shipyard that New Admiralty Shipyard workers
were restive, and after the admiral announced a pay cut and new fines for 400 workers there were disturbances.
Next day the entire workforce went on strike, demanding their former pay and conditions.*® Evgrafov told the SD
intelligent Leonid Krasin, who wrote a leaflet linking the strikers’ grievances to the autocracy,'* but warned that
striking without organisation was fruitless.> He hectographed 50 copies,'® and other intelligenty handwrote
leaflets,'” from Vremennyy rabochy komitet (The Provisional Workers’ Committee).'® The police noted that the
leaflets were ‘inciting’ workers to ‘support one another’ and ‘force the authorities to make the concessions’.®

Thornton Wool Works weavers earned seven rubles a month, at best,?° and when managers announced a pay
cut, the workforce went on strike, and TRK members at the nearby Vargunin textile mill asked Golubev to draft a
leaflet. He recalled that the SD intelligenty ‘did not consider it possible to start strikes’, but ‘if a strike broke out
then we considered it necessary’ to ‘explain to workers the significance of strikes and also help to conduct them’.
Workers distributed leaflets and pasted them on factory walls, and intelligenty sent a leaflet calling for ‘financial
and moral support for the suffering workers’ to liberal newspapers. They raised 600 rubles, the TRK added 300
and kruzhki collected more. The New Admiralty strikers got five to ten rubles each, but only one TRK member
collected for the Thornton strikers, who went back after a week, and the police deported over 30 ‘instigators’.

In spring Klimanov persuaded the TRK to send an address to the radical writer Nikolai Shelgunov, who had
suffered years of exile and was dying. Most intelligenty feared this would provoke the police, but Golubev drafted
a letter and the TRK approved it. Golubev, Klimanov, Bartenev and three other workers took it to Shelgunov, who
soon died, and Klimanov persuaded the TRK to attend his funeral.?! Students joined them.

The government paid an average of 23 rubles per student to finance scholarships, or just over one-third of the
amount a decade earlier, but only 16.5 percent of students received fee waivers.?? There were many
Technological Institute students among the 700 people who accompanied Shelgunov’s coffin, and thousands of
people lined the route to the cemetery,?® including many workers who risked fines for being absent. Between 70
and 150 TRK kruzhki members brought a wreath with red ribbons inscribed ‘To our Guide who showed us the way
to Freedom and Brotherhood from the Petersburg Workers’, and the organisers let them lead the procession.?*
The police wanted them to put the coffin in a hearse, follow a prescribed route and not sing, but students carried
banners, marched where they wanted and sang.?® Afanasev made a graveside speech,?® as did other workers; but
policemen took photographs,?” and 40 or so names. Mefodiev, other workers and students were deported for
three years.?® Golubev was arrested,”® and the Institute expelled him permanently.3® Other educational
institutions expelled hundreds;*! but the first major demonstration for years had a ‘huge effect’ on intelligenty.>?

Leonid Krasin wanted to celebrate May Day, so he gave speech topics to handpicked workers and wrote
leaflets urging others to attend.3® Most SD intelligenty did not want a demonstration, but discussed the drafts,
and Brusnev later claimed that he edited them ‘in a programmatic sense’,> to develop ‘Russian Bebels’. On May
Day around 100 workers and students met in woods outside the city. One worker praised students for having
‘planted the seed’ of ‘human intelligence’, and he hailed the SPD’s electoral success.?* Bogdanov looked forward
to building an ‘organised force whose demands the government would be unable to reject’, and Afanasev
declared that ‘labour is the motor of all human progress’ and wanted to emulate German workers.

We need only arm ourselves with a powerful weapon ... of the historical laws of the development of mankind ... and we
shall defeat the enemy everywhere. None of his acts of oppression - sending us back to our birthplaces, imprisoning us or
even exiling us to Siberia — will take this weapon away from us. We shall find the field of victory everywhere, we shall
transmit our knowledge in all directions: in our birthplaces to our peasants, in prison to the men detained there we shall
explain that they too are human beings and are entitled to all human rights, so that they will ... transmit their knowledge
to others and organise them into groups.
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That evening Klimanov invited 70 or so male and female workers to his flat. He argued that Shelgunov’s funeral
had drawn the attention of ‘society’ - the privileged elite - to ‘the workers’ question’, and Ivan Egorov called on
workers to organise independently of intelligenty.3® The Krasins had helped to organise the demonstration, but
Leonid had not attended, yet he and German were barred from higher educational institutions and deported.?’

In Poland 65,000 £6dz workers had gone on strike on May Day.® They freed imprisoned workmates: factory
owners fled; the police could not cope; and the governor told troops to ‘spare no bullets’.>® There was a riot, but
strikers fought police and troops for four days. Reportedly 80 strikers were killed, 300 wounded,*® and 350
arrested,*! but 50 soldiers were killed or wounded,* and the strikers won a ten-hour day.** Over 25,500 Polish
workers joined 30 other strikes,* and the news reached St. Petersburg.

St. Petersburg’s Semyannikov Shipyard was now called the Nevsky Shipbuilding and Engineering Works, but
the old name stuck, and the 3,000 workers’ annual output was worth one million rubles. There were 1,500
workers at the Obukhov steelworks, 1,800 at the Franco-Russian metalworks, 2,200 at the Baltic Shipyard and
3,500 at the Putilov metalworks, where the ‘basic mass’ were ‘cadre Putilovsky-metallisty’. ‘From generation to
generation whole families of fitters, lathe-operators, and rolling mill hands’ had worked there, and descendants
of enserfed workers at state factories and Tula kustari (peasant artisans who obtained orders and materials from
a merchant or industrialist) were ‘native inhabitants’, and many were not ‘connected to the countryside’,* where
the poor living conditions of many peasants were about to get considerably worse.

In 30 years peasants had paid 143 million rubles in tax and redemption payments, and most of the 410 million
rubles of customs and excise duties on alcohol. Grain formed almost half the value of exports,*® and in autumn
the harvest was enough to feed the population, but railways had been built to facilitate exports and could not
move one region’s surplus to another, so hoarders and speculators took advantage.*’” The harvest had failed
across the Volga region, so up to 34 million people had insufficient food to survive eight winter months.

The government ordered newspapers not to publish the fact that peasants ate acorns, grass and straw bread,*®
or straw, hemp dust and clay with potatoes, and took straw from their cottage roof to feed cattle. An official
toured seven famine-stricken provinces and the bread he brought back to St. Petersburg horrified people.* One
newspaper printed a Kazan priest’s report that many of his congregation were starving.’® In 16 provinces, from
the Urals to Ukraine,” 12.5 million needed urgent help,>? and around 14 million faced cholera and typhus.>® The
government doled out 1,150 calories a day, which was starvation level, then raised it to 1,700 calories, which was
below the level required for normal life.>* Tolstoy noted that ‘amidst all this suffering’ the ‘grand old life of the
squires, with its jolly hunts and balls, its banquets and concerts, carried on as usual’. He and his daughters opened
hundreds of canteens, but the Orthodox Church stopped peasants using them and excommunicated Tolstoy. Late
that year the tsar asked volunteers to help.> Soldiers had suppressed eight of the many peasant ‘disorders’.>®

The railway network covered 30,700km, and over five percent of Russians had internal passports.>” Since 1887
the annual trade surplus had averaged 311 million paper rubles, and the government had invested 255 million
gold rubles in railways.>® The import tariffs of up to 33 percent on raw materials and semi-finished goods were the
highest in the world, and raised the cost of agricultural machinery.

Around 1,432,000 people, or 1.2 percent of the population, worked in industry, mines and on the railways.
Annual coal production was 6.2 million tonnes, pig-iron one million, steel 400,000 and oil 4.6 million. The Russian
and French governments had signed an entente, but the Russian finance minister had failed to negotiate another
loan in Paris;*® and while the government’s revenue income was 900 million rubles,® it owed 1.1 billion.5!

By 1892 the Nobles’ Lank Bank had loaned 340 million rubles to gentry,®? but cholera swept through Volga
peasant villages.®® Terrified peasants killed doctors, paramedics and vets,®* and demolished hospitals,% and while
many officials dithered, some had every tenth male peasant flogged, and some died.®® Peasants’ buying power
had fallen while food prices had risen, and peasants ‘ready to sell their “working hands” at any price’ looked for
waged work.®” Famine relief had cost the government 150 million rubles,® yet the finance minister was adamant:
‘We will be underfed, but we will export’.%® Reportedly, 400,000 peasants died,”® including ten percent of the
adults, and 30 percent of children who walked to Siberia. Most survivors settled in the western provinces since it
took two years to reach the Far East on foot.”?

In autumn the finance minister did not collect taxes after harvest,’? but European Russian landowners
complained about the rise in labourers’ wages, so the government banned migration to Siberia without official
permission. Peasants usually sold their possessions before migrating, so those who returned without permission
would have insufficient cash to pay to sleep in convict barracks.”®

The European Russian rail network was complete, and the government hoped the construction of the Trans-
Siberian railway would stimulate the metallurgical and coal industries and light industry, but after the German
government began a tariff war,”* the tsar signed a treaty of economic and commercial cooperation with France,”
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and they agreed to consult each other if their security was threatened.”® The Russian government restricted city
duma electorates to landlords,”” but students influenced by Marx and Engels were organising in St. Petersburg.

(iii) An independent movement of the immense majority

Bernhard Struve was born into the family of a University professor of German origin in Tartu, Estonia, in 1827.
After he graduated from the elite Tsarskoe Selo Lyceum near St. Petersburg the governor of eastern Siberia
invited him to implement reforms. By the early 1850s, when Struve ran Irkutsk province, he married Anna Rosen,
a Baltic German. He became governor of Astrakhan province in 1855, and resigned in 1861, but was governor of
Perm province by 1865, and Petr was born there in 1870. By 1879 the family lived in Stuttgart, but they moved to
St. Petersburg in 1882. Petr entered the best gymnasium, read serious journals and his brother’s University notes,
and attended University debates. He was a monarchist and hated terror, but he left home in 1885.

Alexandra Kalmykova (as she became) was born in Katerynoslav around 1849. In the later 1860s she taught in
a secondary school and married A.D. Kalmykov, a judge whose ancestors had been serfs; and in the early 1880s
they moved to Kharkiv, where Kalmykova met radicals and published educational pamphlets for mass
distribution. In 1885 Kalmykov became a senator and the couple moved to St. Petersburg. Petr Struve joined their
household, stayed on after Kalmykov died and entered the University. Kalmykova used her state pension to
publish ‘progressive’ pamphlets for a mass audience, distributed booklists and supplied provincial libraries. In
1890 Struve visited Berlin, and the SPD’s electoral success impressed him, so he went to Switzerland and
smuggled back Marx’s Das Kapital, Das Elend der Philosophie and Der achtzehnte Brumaire des Louis Bonaparte
(The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte) and Engels’ critique of Diihring,”® and showed his student friends.

Alexandr Voden was born in 1870, and brought up in Klintsy in Briansk province.” In 1890, at St. Petersburg
University, he became interested in Marxism, but was unable to get GOT publications. In spring he met Struve,
who loaned him works by Marx and Engels. In autumn the Technological Institute SDs loaned him their copy of
Engels’ Der Ursprung der Familie. He debated with them, and joined Struve’s kruzhok,®° but he also joined the
Technological Institute SDs.

Robert Klasson was born into a family of German heritage in Kyiv in 1867. In 1890, at St. Petersburg
Technological Institute,®! he spoke about Der Ursprung der Familie, loaned it to Struve’s kruzhok,® and formed a
kruzhok with Voden, Golubev, Stranden,® Bartenev,® Vasily Starkov from an office worker’s family in a Saratov
province village,® and Alexandr Potresov, a wealthy University student from a major-general’s family, who
contacted SRs.%¢ Others propagandised workers, but after Bartenev explained Marx to a spy he was arrested.

In 1891, after attending Nikolai Shelgunov’s funeral, Voden discussed politics with Struve, who convinced him
that there was ‘not a scrap of ethics in Marxism’,®” and Marx’s dialectics were ‘metaphysics’, yet he thought it
possible to be a ‘Marxist’ but not a socialist. For him the transition to socialism would be gradual and peaceful,
since the state would remain in place, but the peasant commune was an anachronism. He later acknowledged
that the famine ‘made much more of a Marxist’ of him than reading Marx, and in autumn he left the University
and became a librarian at the Finance Ministry; but the Technological Institute SD kruzhok recruited.

Stepan Radchenko was born into a lumber dealer’s family,® in Konotop, Chernihiv province, in 1869.%° He
attended schools in Rostov-na-Donu and Kyiv, and entered St. Petersburg Technological Institute in 1887.%° He
joined BrusneV’s SD kruzhok, led workers’ kruzhki by 1890 and a student kruzhok by 1891.%!

Gleb Krzhizhanovsky was born into a family of Polish heritage in Samara in 1872. He graduated from a
realschule and entered St. Petersburg Technological Institute in 1889.92 In 1890 he joined a student kruzhok, read
works by Narodnaya volya and the GOT,” and joined the SDs in 1891.%* They had some illegal literature, but no
direct contact with leading émigré SDs.

In Switzerland Plekhanov had written that ‘without workers who are conscious of their class interests there can
be no socialism’, and while a sect ‘can be satisfied with propaganda in the narrow sense of the word: a political
party never’. A propagandist ‘conveys many ideas to a single person or to a few people’, while an agitator conveys
only one or a few ideas’ to ‘a whole mass of people’, and agitation was the ‘necessary link between the “heroes”
and the "crowd””.*> The GOT had no mandate for the Second International Congress,*® but Plekhanov and Zasulich
arrived in Brussels and announced that they had ‘the duty of covering the whole of Russia with a network of
workers’ societies’. Meanwhile ‘we shall abstain from participating in your meetings’, since ‘any representation of
Russian social democracy would be fictitious’; but it was ‘very possible that at the next international congress you
will see amongst you true representatives of the Russian workers’. They acknowledged that Russian SDs had
never opposed ‘terrorist’ struggle on principle, but mass agitation was vital.”” The GOT had few contacts in Russia,
but late that year they received the St. Petersburg workers’ May Day speeches,®® and sent Symon Raichin, a

54


https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjYs5n528_ZAhXhK8AKHcXcBikQFggnMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fde.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FDer_achtzehnte_Brumaire_des_Louis_Bonaparte&usg=AOvVaw3jvvWAHMxzA57ryONJJCLu

‘prepared’ metalworker,*® to contact Brusnev via a Warszawa kruzhok.'® Early in 1892 Plekhanov exhorted the
Russian proletariat to prepare to defend its interests, and if there was a democratically-elected parliament, ‘the
people’ could ‘purge’ it with a ‘revolutionary sweep of the hand’ under SD leadership.’®® Former members of
Narodnaya volya and Engels did not agree.

Nikolai Rusanov was born into an Orel merchant’s family in 1859. He later studied at St. Petersburg Medical
Academy and joined Narodnaya volya. In 1882 he lived in Paris, but wrote for Narodnaya volya, and helped to
organize the Gruppa Starykh Narodovoltsev (The Group of Veterans of the People’s Will) in 1891.192 He associated
with Lavrov, but had ‘calmed down’ from his ‘militant anti-Marxist’ days, and wrote for the SPD’s Vorwdrts under
a pseudonym. In spring 1892 he visited Engels in London who told him that the ‘cogwheels of capitalism’ had ‘cut
deep’ into the Russian economy, praised the ‘genuine socialist activity of Plekhanov and his friends’ and asked
Rusanov why he did not support them. Rusanov had read the ‘most important’ SD works, but the GOT spoke
about his group in ‘very unfriendly terms’ to ‘Marxists in the west’, and ‘inspired them with great mistrust for us,
as if we were utopian and conspirators’. Engels insisted that SRs and SDs should fight together, and advised him
not to quote Marx on agrarian issues, but to apply his economic theory to Russia, since there were ‘prospects of
substantially new results’. He added that Plekhanov’s conception of the ‘dictatorship of the proletariat’ risked
splitting émigré Russian SDs and turning those in Russia into a sect.%

Engels later acknowledged that the ‘self-conscious’ ‘proletarian movement’ in western Europe was an
‘independent movement of the immense majority, in the interest of the immense majority’,'* and believed the
SPD’s rising number of votes meant that German bourgeois society was collapsing.® The Russian tsar had failed
to borrow half a billion francs and the famine had undermined foreign investors’ confidence. Simbirsk province
peasants had been flogged to death, while many in the south could not sow winter wheat because of the drought;
so he predicted ‘more distress next year’ when peasants slaughtered livestock to stave off starvation. The
‘emergent proletariat’ was ‘too weak for revolution’, but the peasantry was ‘doomed’ to be ‘a proletariat,
industrial or agricultural’.’%® In Switzerland the GOT published a Russian translation of Engels’ Ludwig Feuerbach,
Marx’s Thesen iiber Feuerbach (Theses on Feuerbach) and part of their Die Heilige Familie (The Holy Family).**

In London the former terrorist Kravchinsky argued that the path to freedom in Russia was via a constitutional
monarchy, since neither the peasantry nor the working class could play ‘an independent, let alone a leading
role’.1® He favoured a liberal-socialist alliance against the autocracy. ‘Hitherto we socialists have regarded the
word “constitution” as somehow unclean’, but if free speech and a free press were ‘guaranteed by an inviolable
law’, they would be key ‘weapons in the socialist struggle for the future’.’® ‘We utterly disbelieve in the
possibility of reconstructing economic relationships by means of a burst of revolutionary inspiration’. He visited
the USA to raise funds for Kennan to publish Free Russia in New York,''° but SD ideas were catching on in Russia.

(iv) Krupskaya

Konstantin Krupsky was born in Kazan province in 1838. His parents died in 1847, and officials sent him to St.
Petersburg Cadet Corps School. He graduated in 1858, helped to crush the Polish uprising in 1863-1864, then
entered St. Petersburg Military-Juridical Academy, and married in 1867.

Vasily Tistrov had been born into a family of landless gentry. He later became an army officer, and then a
mining engineer in Siberia, where he married. Elizaveta was born in 1841, but her mother died in 1844, and
Tistrov took his nine children to St. Petersburg. By 1848 Elizaveta was a governess, but her father died in 1850,
and in 1867 she married Krupsky,!'! but they ‘sometimes borrowed a few kopecks to buy food’. Nadezhda was
born in 1869.12 In 1870 Krupsky entered the Warszawa civil service, opened a hospital, opposed the persecution
of Jews and regulated the hiring of labourers; but in 1874 he was sacked for having ‘exceeded his authority’,
failing to illuminate his office on the tsar’s birthday and attend church, speaking Polish and dancing the mazurka.

The family returned to Russia. Elizaveta worked as a tutor and educated Nadezhda at home, though she briefly
attended a school in Kyiv. In 1875 Krupsky became a factory inspector, but was soon sacked, and the family went
to Pskov province. Nadezhda’s tutor told her about landowners who exploited peasants; but gendarmes raided
her room and found ‘forbidden literature’, and a defaced portrait of the tsar, and imprisoned her for two years
without trial.?*® In 1880 the authorities dropped the case against Krupsky for lack of evidence,!'* and the family
moved to St. Petersburg, where Nadezhda entered a gymnasium in 1881.1'> She saw the tsar’s assassins pass by
for execution, and several of the family’s ‘revolutionary friends’ were ‘seized’.1'® After her father died in 1883 she
spent a few unhappy months at different gymnasia, but later did well at a private girls’ gymnasium.'” She and her
mother lived ‘rather poorly’ by copying and ‘letting out rooms’,!*® but they had a cook who slept in the kitchen.
One of Nadezhda’s classmates had a brother who had joined Narodnaya volya and been exiled to Siberia, and
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Nadezhda read illegal literature. In the summer holidays she went to the countryside, washed peasant children,
worked in kitchen gardens and cut hay. In 1887 she proofread a translation of Alexandre Dumas’s Le Comte de
Monte-Cristo for Tolstoy, but heard no more about it. In 1889, after she graduated with the gold medal, she
became a part-time teacher and enrolled on the Bestuzhev courses.!'® Around 13 percent of the students were
the daughters of gentry, 22 percent of raznochintsy, 23 percent of merchant or clergy and 42 percent of senior
civil servants, and the Okhrana was increasingly concerned about them.

[Illn the last five years there has not been a single more or less large revolutionary organisation that did not have
Bestuzhev students in considerable numbers among them. Starting from the society ‘Land and Liberty’ and finishing with
the latest attempts to organise and unite the circles in St. Petersburg, the Bestuzhev female students took part in every
revolutionary action; you meet them in the case of the Polish social-revolutionary groups; and later in the ‘Proletariat’; in
the Red Cross of ‘People’s Will" ...

In the last five years around 140 had ‘belonged to various revolutionary circles’.’”® The mathematics courses
remained open,*?! but Krupskaya felt that they had ‘little in common with life’ and soon dropped out.??

Early in 1890 Olga Grigoreva put her in touch with Yakob Korobko, a Technological Institute student who ran
an ‘ethics’ kruzhok, who gave her a book by Lavrov.!? She had not heard of Marx, but borrowed Kapital, read it
‘diligently’, and recalled that when she came to ‘The knell of capitalist property sounds’ and ‘The expropriators
are expropriated’, her heart went ‘thumpety-thump’. Most SDs obtained Kapital ‘with great difficulties’, and they
had not read Manifest Kommunisticheskoy partii, while ‘matters were extremely bad with regard to other works
by Marx’;** but Krupskaya got illegal literature at Petr Lesgaft’s biology lectures,’® she joined Klasson’s
Technological Institute kruzhok. She read Plekhanov’s 1889 speech at the Second International Congress and a
handwritten extract of Engels’ Der Ursprung der Familie, and found a German edition of Engels’ critique of
Dihring in a public library. She joined Brusnev’s kruzhok, but all they asked her to do was to teach an unwilling
worker’s wife to be literate and attend Shelgunov’s funeral.!?® There were more people wishing to lead a workers’
kruzhok than there were kruzhki, so ‘a quiet, shy young woman who had only just begun to understand Marxism,
could hardly hope to get one’.’?” Student ‘ties’ with workers were weak and the government ‘sought to separate
them by a stone wall’, but she wanted ‘to work, to be useful’.

The Committee for Literacy’s Sunday school taught 600 workers in a Nevsky Gate factory.'?® It was known as
the Kornilov School, after the factory owners. A woman ran it,*?® and there were ‘advanced’ courses for
women.® By summer 1891 Krupskaya taught all-male classes on Sundays and two weekday evenings, going from
basic literacy to arithmetic, history and literature.’3! She was ‘surprised how easy it was to explain the most
difficult things to workers when one spoke from the Marxist viewpoint’, and she ‘could say anything so long as
one did not use terrible words’ like ‘tsarism’, ‘strike’ or ‘revolution’; but an inspector could close a course studying
fractions, and a worker who told a manager about ‘labour intensification’ risked deportation.

In autumn her pupils recruited peasant workmates. At first one who would ‘stop his ears’ in the ‘geography’
and ‘grammar’ lessons, but by spring 1892 he would ‘rush after school’ to a kruzhok. A Putilov worker brought a
friend and told her that it was ‘too far for him to come here regularly every evening, but he can come on Sundays,
for the “geography” lesson’. Another worker advised her: ‘Do not distribute books today’. ‘There’s a newcomer
here, a former monk, who knows what he’s about’. An elderly worker warned her: ‘Do not say anything while that
dark fellow is around’. ‘He’s connected with the secret police’. Yet a worker had only to tell her that ‘handicrafts
cannot compete with large-scale production’, or ask about the difference between an Archangelsk peasant and an
Ivanovo worker, for her to ‘know that he was a member of a Marxist circle’.*® When ‘conscious’ workers saw a
teacher as ‘one of us’, they ‘related all that was doing on the high-ways and by-ways’, so they could tell the
‘Organisation’, and she also learned from a male colleague.'*

Nikolai Meshcheriakov, the son of an agronomist, was born in Zaraisk, Moscow province, in 1865. He entered
St. Petersburg Technological Institute in 1885, joined Narodnaya volya, and later taught at the Kornilov School.’3*
Krupskaya recalled that he ‘was the first to initiate me into illegal work’, teach her ‘the rules of conspiracy’, lend
her GOT literature and help her to become an SD.?*> SR ideas were still influential, but so were Marx’s ideas.

(v) Moscow Central Workers’ Circle
Domna Maximova, a 15-year-old a Riazan province peasant, worked in a Moscow factory by 1881. In 1887 she

married a peasant who worked at a plant some way away, but they could not afford public transport, so they
lived apart until Easter, then went to his village to spend time together.13® Other peasants were radicalised.
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E.l. Nemchikov, a 16-year-old peasant, had left his village to be an apprentice metalworker in Moscow in 1881.
He worked from 6.00am to 8.00pm, or later, with two hours for breaks, and was too tired to notice the lice and
bugs when he got into bed. By 1887 he had a job in a railway workshop, where socialist workers had won
concessions and joined their kruzhok. The police caught him collecting money for arrested workers, but he
claimed it was for the Church and they let him go.*’

By 1888 the city had 667 inspected factories, but while SR intelligenty had little contact with workers,**® SD
intelligenty loaned ‘good’ books to literate metalworkers who had a ‘noticeable thirst for knowledge’. They used
public libraries, attended lectures and read a legal paper’s ‘excellent articles’” on western European labour
movements.’®® Some textile workers went on strike, but Cossacks forced them back.'* That year almost half the
officially-recorded strikes in Russia were in Moscow province,**! and the Okhrana recruited former SRs.

Vasily Zubatov had been an army officer,'*? but later became an apartment manager in Moscow,*® and
married. Sergey was born in 1864. He entered the fifth form of a gymnasium in 1880, and in 1881 he organised a
kruzhok and a library,*** which specialised in political economy. After he contacted Narodnaya volya his father
removed him from the gymnasium, but students got him a job running a bookshop which sold cheap illegal
literature,* and had a lending library. Alexandra Mikhina and her sister owned it, and Alexandra married Zubatov
in 1883. After he joined a kruzhok linked to Narodnaya volya, everyone except him was arrested.*® In 1885 he
betrayed more SRs,'¥ and in 1886 he contacted SRs at the Agricultural Academy,*® who were all arrested and lost
their press,*® but gendarmes investigated Zubatov to maintain his cover. He got a post office job, and was sacked
in 1888, but the governor-general ordered his reinstatement. By 1889 he worked for the Okhrana full-time,**° as
did Leonid Menshchikov. He had joined Narodnaya volya,*®! via a Moscow student kruzhok, in the early 1880s,
but was arrested in 1888, and agreed to work for the Okhrana,*® to tackle SRs, though some SDs were active.

Sergey Mickiewicz was born in Vyatka province in 1869, into a Polish army officer’s family. They later moved
to Kazan, but by 1890 Sergey studied medicine at Moscow University,*>* and considered himself an SR.*>> A dead
friend had given SR literature to a workers’ kruzhok, and the friend’s sister introduced Mickiewicz to two
Technical Society School graduates, Sergey Prokovev, a machinist’s assistant at the Moscow-Brest Railway
workshops, and K.F. Boie, who owned books and looked like an intelligent. Mickiewicz ‘interpreted primary
accumulation’ and ‘expounded’ Kapital with ‘illustrations from Russian life’, while Sponti sent him works by
Engels, Kautsky and Liebknecht from Vilnius,**® and another SD intelligent propagandised.

Martyn Mandelshtam was born into a Moscow merchant’s family in 1872. He later entered Mitava
gymnasium in Latvia, and in 1889 his brother Grigory studied in Paris and attended the Second International
Congress. In 1890 F.I. Poliakov, a Moscow weaver who liked drink and fighting, took Martyn to a factory barracks
and told him to talk openly, since they were ‘all good lads’, and he risked returning several times.®

The region around Moscow was the largest concentration of heavy industry in the empire,** and half a million
workers produced goods worth 600 million rubles a year,*®° or almost 29 percent of the national total.’®* Moscow
province’s population was around 1.8 million,*? and almost 60 percent of female workers were single,*®® but 20
percent of peasants had passports.’®* Moscow’s population had ballooned to 900,000, and over two-thirds
were migrants,'® but for every 34 women working for wages there were 100 men.®” That year Moscow workers
produced goods worth 134 million rubles, including five million from the 1,230 at Prokhorov Mill.268

By 1891 SR ideas influenced the Moscow University student Petr Kashinsky, but he went to St. Petersburg to
learn how to build an SD organisation and then to Nizhni-Novgorod to meet Leonid Krasin. The St. Petersburg
worker Afanasev left for Moscow, got a job at the Prokhorov Mill and organised kruzhki, which Kashinsky linked to
student kruzhki. After Brusnev graduated in St. Petersburg he visited Nizhni-Novgorod, Tula and Kyiv, but settled
in Moscow, where he built kruzhki in the Moscow-Brest Railway workshops, and Lyubov Milovidova took his
letters to Krasin in Nizhni-Novgorod,'®® where he was waging a ‘bitter struggle’ against abstract propaganda, and
believed that workers needed to study the ‘chief German writings’.’° Some of them were available in Moscow.

Mikhail Egupov had entered Pulawy Agricultural Institute in Poland in 1887 and joined an SR-oriented kruzhok;
but reading Engels’ Die Entwicklung des Sozialismus von der Utopie made him doubt that a party could seize
power without a social revolution. He borrowed works by Marx from Warszawa SDs in 1888, and did his military
service at Kronstadt,’* but by 1891 he led workers’ kruzhki in Tula. Late that year he went to Moscow, met
Brusnev, Kashinsky and Klimanov, and discussed a merger of Tula workers and Moscow, Riga, Warszawa and St.
Petersburg SDs.2 Egupov got illegal literature and cash from SD students at Riga Polytechnical Institute, who had
a press, and a spy in Egupov’s kruzhok, reported that it and an SR kruzhok both had a ‘completely satisfactory
library’. The deported St. Petersburg workers Mefodiev and N.N. Rudelev gave Egupov ‘something on the order of
an examination’ in Moscow before acknowledging their affiliation to the TRK.!® The intelligenty Grigory
Mandelshtam and G.M. Krukovsky translated works by Marx and explained them to a student kruzhok,’* but
Mandelshtam was arrested.'” The kruzhok broke up early in 1892, though the smuggling continued.
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Egupov visited Warszawa, where he made contacts via a fellow Pulawy Institute graduate and was fascinated
by the agitation carried out by Polish trade unionists. On his way back in Riga an SD student gave him the Sotsial-
demokrat with Zasulich’s article criticising SR intelligenty,*”” and in Moscow it convinced Brusnev that ‘prepared’
workers had to propagandise and agitate, because ‘the emancipation of the workers is a matter for the workers
themselves’, and ‘only the workers will be able to produce the genuine future revolutionary activist’. SD
intelligenty should train ‘fully developed and conscious’ workers to ‘replace intelligenty propagandists’,'’® and
have ‘roots sunk deep into all classes in society, but mainly among the workers of industrial centres’. He wanted
to link Moscow SDs to the 60 St Petersburg, and those in Tula, Kharkiv, Pulawy, Warszawa and Riga. Raichin
brought GOT and Proletariat literature to Moscow, and Brusnev gave him 200 rubles for the exclusive right to
distribute it. He promised more money if the GOT printed reports and a paper, and wrote for Russian intelligenty
who wanted Polish propagandists in factories.

When Raichin returned to Warszawa he found that hundreds of organised trade unionists had been arrested,;
but Egupov had been under surveillance for a year and he and Raichin were arrested too. Egupov betrayed 138
others, including Brusnev, and in spring a police raid on the Krasins’ flat found SD literature. They were arrested,
but German was subsequently let go.'’”° Leonid had written in Brusnev’s notebook and the police charged him
with going to Moscow illegally, since he was a deportee. Kashinsky escaped to Kyiv, but was arrested, though
Klimanov got safely to St. Petersburg. Reportedly 28 SDs went on trial in Moscow. Leonid Krasin was sentenced to
four years in prison, and ten in northern Siberia, and he spent the first ten months learning German in a solitary
cell in Moscow. Brusnev was found guilty of contacting the tsar’s would-be assassins five years earlier,*® and
sentenced to four years in prison followed by exile;*®! but SD intelligenty in the Pale remained at large.

Most of the 13 SD intelligenty in Vilnius had attended Russian schools or universities, though Kremer,
Srednicki, Kopelzon, Shloyme and Nokhem Levinson had been expelled for illegal activity, while Aizenshtadt had
been imprisoned for radical activity at Yaroslavl Juridical Academy.®? Since 1891 they had smuggled in GOT and
other illegal literature, and Russian SDs visited to pick some up.'® The Vilnius SDs led 60-70 other Jewish
intelligenty in kruzhki of ten to 15, and taught about 150 artisans using Russian. Shmul Gozhansky, who was 25
and from a well-to-do Hrodna family, had graduated from Vilnius Teachers’ Institute,'®* then taught in Kaunas and
Biatystok; but he worked at a state school in Vilnius. He was fluent in Yiddish,® but had to punish pupils who
spoke Yiddish instead of Russian.'® He suggested that the SDs should agitate artisans on the basis of a 1785 law
that stipulated a maximum 12-hour day, and persuade them to build kassy and go on strike.®’

On May Day 1892 some Vilnius SD intelligenty and around 100 artisans met in nearby woods.'® One artisan
spoke Yiddish, but three, including the clothing worker Fania Reznik, spoke Russian. She argued that since they
worked up to 17-hours a day, ‘Everybody must do all he can to set up and spread kassy’, which ‘provide our only
means of support’ in a strike. They risked getting the sack,'® but they had to ‘overcome fragmentations’ and
‘fight against our closest enemies’, the employers.’® Another speaker believed the solution to Jews’ economic
problems ‘would not come by supernatural miracles’ but through socialism.’® The boot-maker Reuven
Gershovski argued that ‘We cannot sit with folded arms and wait for help from above’ and ‘can gain freedom and
salvation only from ourselves’.®? The engraver Avrom Gordon argued that ‘Only when the masses become more
enlightened will it be possible to strike out against the old traditions, against fanaticism, privileges and
oppression’.?® Intelligenty could help workers become ‘conscious and independent’, but the ‘liberation of the
worker is the independent and conscious business of the worker alone’;*®* but a Russian Vilnius SD intelligent
visited Moscow and met SDs.

Alexandr Vinokurov had become a revolutionary in 1890, aged 20,'°> and by 1892 he and A. Rianazov led
kruzhki of former SR students in Moscow. Mickiewicz helped them to contact Prokovev, who was now an
assistant engine driver on the Moscow-Brest Railway and I.A. Semyonov in the workshops.'®® By late that year
Martyn Mandelshtam had joined an intelligenty kruzhok that included Prokovev, Mickiewicz, Vinokurov and his
wife, the midwife N. Vinokurova, and Sponti.'” Sponti reported that Vilnius SDs secretly ‘distributed agitational
literature’ which even a semi-literate worker could understand. The SDs discussed co-opting workers, but most
preferred ‘fully tested people’, and were unwilling to ‘surrender the conspiratorial part of the enterprise’ to
‘insufficiently prepared’ workers, since it ‘might lead to the complete liquidation of the whole organisation’.1%
Sponti persuaded them to produce propagandist and agitational leaflets and to train workers to move from
factory to factory to consolidate contacts and make new ones. They agreed that workers’ kruzhki should function
independently, but only the intelligenty would be able co-opt promising individuals.'®

The leaders of 11 workers’ kruzhki formed Tsentralnyi rabochy kruzhok (The Central Workers’ Circle), and
seven others affiliated. The TRK met twice weekly in Boie’s flat, discussed draft leaflets and organised to build a
fund. They recruited in factories,?® ‘amassed information’ on wages, conditions, abuses and workers’ “vital and
immediate needs’, then invited ‘15 to 25 friends who had read only one or two pamphlets, or had never read
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anything’, to a worker’s flat. One intelligent and ‘one or two of the more politically conscious workers’ led ‘lively’
discussions that ‘were not strictly regimented and dealt with everything, including the conditions of the workers’
life, politics, and religion’, and the intelligent selected workers for ‘further systematic’ study. Vinokurov wrote
leaflets about how capitalists came into being and how peasants and artisans became factory workers, and
Mandelshtam wrote a leaflet about women workers. Other leaflets drew on the Manifest Kommunisticheskoy
partii, Engel’s Der Ursprung der Familie, Bebel’s Die Frau und Sozialismus (Women and Socialism) and the Erfurter
Programm. Workers copied the leaflets by hand or typewriter, and bought small quantities of paper from
different shops and hectograph ink from licensed suppliers. Hectographing took a long time, so they were
‘exceedingly happy’ to find a ‘pocket press of several dozens of gutta-percha letters’ which enabled them to print
two or three lines at a time. Every line ‘came out crooked’, but the leaflets raised the TRK’s prestige;?°! at a time
when workers in the central industrial region faced fines for climbing walls, or ‘assembling several persons in one
group’, and complaining to inspectors often led to the sack.

Nationally, in spite of the famine, the rural population had increased by 16 percent in a decade;?*? but power
loom weavers produced 20 times as much as handloom weavers. Around 30,000 factories and mines employed
1.58 million workers who produced 1.73 billion rubles’ worth of goods a year,?*® including a million tonnes of iron
castings, more than all industrialised countries, and almost a million tonnes of steel. Over 70 percent of inspected
workers stayed at work all year, including 83 percent of textile workers, and 88 percent of metalworkers,?** many
of whom were in St. Petersburg.

(vi) The second St. Petersburg Central Workers’ Circle

Mikhail Olminsky was born in 1863. He became an SR in St. Petersburg in 1883, and was deported in 1885, but
had returned by 1890.2% SRs had the only illegal press in the city, and late in 1891 the TRK asked Olminsky to
advise them. Zasulich's article criticising SRs in Sotsial-Demokrat convinced some SD students to ‘devote all their
efforts to creating Russian Bebels’, and early in 1892 Klimanov insisted that the TRK attended an ‘advanced’
kruzhok to study Engels, Marx, Plekhanov and revolutionary movements in Russia and western Europe, led by
Cywinski, who accepted some SD ideas, but believed that SR intelligenty would be the ones to seize power.2%

The ‘advanced’ textile workers Boldyreva and Karelina lived in an artel,?” in the Nevsky Gate district, with 20
or so other women who propagandised workmates and formed part of a network of mainly female kruzhki.?%®
Women from the New Cotton Mills and All-Russian Rubber Works chose female propagandists, including E.G.
Bartevna, an SD who was in contact with the Second International. The Kartochnyi factory kruzhok met in the
women’s artel, as did the TRK, and Bogdanov introduced them to Sophia Olminskaya. They studied Marx, the
western European movement, Russian radicals and revolutionary struggles, focussing on women'’s activity. Male
activists’ wives were ‘almost always illiterate and feared for their families’, but Karelina and Boldyreva reassured
them and taught them to be literate, and the TRK co-opted them to represent two districts.2?® A seamstress asked
Klimanov for literature and an intelligent for her kruzhok, and the Forestry Institute student Nikolai Sivokhin
volunteered. Cywinski liaised with Fomin’s Baltic Shipyard kruzhok. Some of its members had worked in Poland
and 22-year-old Vladimir Sviatlovsky got literature from Warszawa. Alexandr Yakovlev led a kruzhok of 60 at the
Franco-Russian metalworks and wanted literature and help with theory, so Cywinski volunteered. SD intelligenty
published an open letter to Polish workers, and Petr Raskolnikov and Petr Lopatin’s Franco-Russian kruzhok and
Evgrafov’s New Admiralty Shipyard kruzhok distributed copies. It advocated ‘struggle against the common enemy:

the tsar, the barons, the factory owners, the priests’,?’% expressed solidarity with tédz strikers and called for

revolution, so Russian and Polish workers could ‘bask in the sun of the socialist order’.?!!

In spring an anonymous May Day pampbhlet in Polish appeared in Berlin,?!2 and the TRK’s Fyodor Pashin met a
worker from £4dz in St. Petersburg.?!® Pashin and Evgrafov persuaded the TRK to celebrate May Day, and Cywinski
‘polished’ the draft speeches, but did not alter their tone or content.?!* On the day about 100 workers met,?'> and
Boldyreva spoke,?’® but the police dispersed them.?!” They reconvened five days later, but the landowner
scattered them and the police briefly detained Klimanov. Four days later around 60 workers met in Volkov woods
and women brought a large red flag. The police permitted eight speeches, and Boldyreva expressed solidarity
with Polish workers. Klimanov argued that ‘salvation’ was in their own hands, but they needed ‘a united and

disciplined’ organisation” which could ‘pull down force only by the use of force’.?®® Petr Evgrafov agreed.

Let us throw over and crush these parasites! There are hundreds of them and millions of us, but we are weak because we
are uneducated and unorganised. Let us ... unite in closed ranks, like the western workers! Let us study so we can
everywhere instruct and organise to the last drop of blood our uneducated brothers, so that we ourselves can teach
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kruzhki instead of the intellectuals who are fewer and fewer all the time, so that the liberation of labour will be achieved

by labour itself.?°
In the early hours of next day Fomin’s kruzhok and Cywinski were arrested, as were Grigory Lunegov,?® a
machinist at the government paper mill,?! and Ivan Egorov and Proshin, who defiantly told the police that they
used translated Polish literature, including Dikshtein’s pamphlet, and focussed on the ‘unequal division of wealth,
exploitation by factory owners’ and ‘the necessity for workers to unite in defence of their interests’.??

In summer Vasily Shelgunov believed that students attracted spies to workers’ kruzhki, and talked scathingly of
‘the revolution scattered to the dachas,?”® while Fischer, a lathe operator at the Siemens & Galske plant, saw
textile workers as ‘almost another race’.??* He admired the SPD, and considered himself an SD, but favoured the

village commune, though his kruzhok resented intelligenty who pushed SR ideas.??

We realised in general that we were separated from the intelligentsia by many conditions, the way of life, education, and
so on. We conceded that we could work together but not under their direction. We could in no way conceive that the
intelligentsia should tell us at every given instant to do this and that. We would not have tolerated this sort of thing. We
also felt that we were incapable of telling the intelligentsia what not to do.?%¢

Only a mass organisation of ‘conscious’” workers could lead a revolution, and his and Keizer’s ‘sacred dream’ was
to be rabochy intelligenty (worker-intellectuals), so they insisted that workers should control the kruzhok
curriculum.??’

Days later 700 Mitrofanevsky cotton spinners went on strike,**® after a cut in piece-rates. The TRK put a leaflet
into factories and Cywinski collected money from students. Nineteen ‘instigators’ were deported,?® for a year,
but workmates raised 100 rubles for their families.?*° Klimanov was briefly detained, but Norinsky got him a job at
the Baltic Shipyard and he ‘began to establish links between individual comrades scattered across different areas
of the capital’. He ‘pulled us up by the braces’, and when he was spotted he moved to another plant; but in
autumn, after he was deported to Narva in Estonia, he kept in touch with Fischer in St. Petersburg. Pashin led a
kruzhok at Siemens & Galske, and Norinsky and Konstantin Kuprianov, both veterans of Timofeev’s kruzhok,
rebuilt the Port kruzhok. Sviatlovsky attended the women’s kruzhok at the rubber works and he knew that
intelligenty worked in the district, but he did not know their names.

Klimanov, Proshin, Bogdanov, Ivan Keizer and other TRK survivors recruited youngsters like Petr Karamyshev,
and experienced activists like Fedosia Norinskaya, plus Alexandr llin and Nikita Merkulov,?*! who had led kruzhki
and worked with Shelgunov.?3? Cywinski, Sviatlovsky and about 100 workers met in woods outside the city, and
Fomin, Ivan Egorov and Anna Egorova (formerly Boldyreva) spoke. Klimanov had written Lunegov’s speech: ‘Only
force can answer force’ and ‘our salvation is in ourselves’ in unity with ‘all those who strive for justice’ including
radical writers, school pupils and zemstvo professionals.?® Karelina, Boldyreva, Petr Evgrafov, Lunegov, Proshin,
Pashin and others were arrested.?** (Evgrafov and Lunegov would spend a year in jail, followed by three months’
deportation,?® while Grigoreva, Egoreva,?*® and Karelina would be deported after six months’ in solitary.?’) After
the police raided Fischer’s room the TRK survivors ‘temporarily suspended’ activity. They suspected they were
under surveillance, but resolved to ‘develop a cadre’ of rabochy intelligenty who would receive a ‘final polishing’
as individuals or in small groups with selected intelligenty, though Norinsky worried that SRs focussed on ‘the
history of the political struggle’ ‘to the detriment of knowledge’ of a ‘theoretical character’.

Shelgunov, Fischer, Norinsky, Keizer and Sergey Funtikov from the Baltic Shipyard reformed the TRK. In case of
arrest, they each briefed a deputy, who would take no part in illegal activity, and Boldyreva managed to contact
with Vyborg district women activists before she was deported to Kharkiv. The rubber works kruzhok was the only
survivor in the Narva Gate district, thanks to Norinskaya, and the Putilov worker Nikolai lvanov attended, but
after Shelgunov got a job at the Putilov works he and Ivanov revived the kruzhok. Shelgunov contacted Proshin in
prison and he smuggled out information about the survivors of Brusnev’s SD intelligenty kruzhok, and Stepan
Radchenko and Cywinski’s intelligenty kruzhki merged. When Klimanov left prison he and the once-deported
Putilov worker Nikolai Poletaev joined the TRK and cooperated with Polish SD intelligenty. The student Stranden
kept SD literature in his lodgings, and there was more in the homes of 25 workers. They were aged 19 to 30, most
were single and literate, and half were peasants, but eight were metalworkers, and they were all arrested.

Weeks later Bogdanov was arrested when he was carrying three handwritten leaflets. One was about how
factory employers exploited workers, and compared their conditions with those in western Europe. Another
advocated striking and building a party capable of ‘establishing a socialist order in which there will be neither
poverty nor wealth and everyone will enjoy happiness and satisfaction to an equal measure’. Bogdanov also had a
Plekhanov pamphlet on Lassalle, with handwritten notes from Lassalle’s works, including references to Albert
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Schaffle’s 1874 Die Quintessenz des Sozialismus (The Quintessence of Socialism) and Edward Bellamy’s 1888
utopian US novel, Looking Backward; but Obukhov steel workers and other Nevsky Gate plants told the police
that Bogdanov and FilimonoV’s leaflets linked economics and politics.

It is time for Russian workers to develop, organise, arrange strikes, gain broader rights, shorter working hours, increases
in pay and through strikes also attempt to gain political rights — the establishment of a constitution based on general
electoral laws so that every worker can elect deputies from their own numbers to the governing body and so that these
deputies will be able to represent the interests of their electors when laws are passed.

(The agitators were to spend three months in solitary and eight in ordinary cells, followed by deportation.)

Shelgunov and Fischer transferred to the Baltic Shipyard, and they, Keizer and Norinsky led the TRK. Keizer
wrote a leaflet aimed at ‘comrades’ which stressed that it was written by a worker. It criticised the tsar and his
supporters ‘who do nothing and contribute nothing’ but ‘live in clover’, and condemned them for the famine.
western European workers had won struggles in spite of state intervention, and Russians should stop ‘licking the
feet of their oppressors’ and believing that intelligenty were ‘Godless rebels’. SR intelligenty did not agree with all
of it, but printed it, and it was widely distributed. Fischer and Shelgunov moved from factory to factory in the
Narva and Nevsky Gate districts, rebuilding kruzhki and forming new ones. Knyazev formed a kruzhok in
Petersburg district, which Fischer sometimes led, while lvan and his brother Petr led another. Fischer met Petr
Morozov at the Semyannikov Shipyard, and he knew textile workers. Fischer moved to Siemens & Galske and he
and Ivan Keizer built a kruzhok, then Keizer revived those at the New Admiralty Shipyard.?*® Knyazev and others
organised ‘democratic universities’ of no more than five members, and gymnasium pupils helped them, while
Knyazev organised kruzhki in the Petersburg, Vyborg and Vasilievsky Island districts, and out at Kolpino.?*°

The Krasin brothers aimed to link St. Petersburg SD intelligenty to those in other cities,?*® and Pavel Skvortsov,
a former member of an SR kruzhok in Kazan,?*! now accepted Marx’s ideas,?* and led a workers’ kruzhok in
Nizhni Novgorod. One member recalled ‘long conversations’: ‘gradually the number of workers studying Marx will
increase; they will draw still more members into kruzhki studying Marx; with time all Russia will be covered’ with
kruzhki and ‘we will form a workers’ socialist party’. ‘What tasks this party was to perform’ and how it should
struggle ‘remained unclear’ .2

In autumn German Krasin returned to St. Petersburg, rejoined the SD Technological Institute kruzhok and led
workers’ kruzhki. Krzhizhanovsky led one outside the Narva Gate, and Starkov led one in Glazovaya ulitsa and
another in the suburban industri